| Magna Charta, 


o pPPOSED TO | oF TY 


ASSUMED PRIVILEGE: 


BEING 
A complete View of the late Intereſting Diſputes between the 


HOUSE ef COMMONS 


1 * 7 
MAGISTRATES of LONDON; 


| CONTAINING 
An Ani of the whole Tranſactions from the firſt 
arreſting of the Printers, .to the Enlargement of the 

Two ILLUsTR10Us PATRIOTS from the Towzx, 
May 6 1998. 


WE rn 

A Collection of the genuine Speeches made in Parliament, \ 
and the Arguments of the Council on the Habeas Corpus 
in the Courts of Exchequer and Common-plezs. 


5 ALSO ALL THE : 
AUTHENTIC ADDRESSES 


Of che ſeveral Wards, Corporations, Grand Juries, &c. and the 
ANSWERS of the Loxp Maron, Mr. Alderman 7 HON 
and Mr. Alderman Oriver; 


With ſeveral Ori I Par ERS never before publiſhed, | 


| The whole being . to perpetuate an Era, that will fignally © 
diſtinguiſh the Srix ir and InvePENDANCY of the CiTizexs,on * 
the one part, and the oyyRESSIVE and ARBITRARY Proceedings | 2 
of a coRRUPT en of Commons on the other. 


n. : ————— 
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e for G. KeaxsLy in Ludgate-ſtreet, 177 1 
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To THB 
BRITISH TRIUMVIRATE; 
© THE RIGHT HON. BRASS CROSBY, 
LORD MAYOR OF LONDON; 


MR. ALDERMAN JOHN WILKES, 


AND 


MR. ALDERMAN RICHARD OLIVER. 
As A SMALL TESTIMONIAL 
25 is 
THEIR LATE SPIRITED DEFENCE 
-— 0 F THE 
PRIVILEGES OF THEIR FELLOW-CITIZENS 


THE e RECORDS | OF THAT 


DISTINGUISHED ARA 


WHICH CONSIGN 70 


PERPETUAL INFAMY, 
9 7 I 
TOCEEDINGS OF THEIR OPPONENTS, 


ARE MOST GRATEFULLY INSCRIBER. 


. 


r 
D 


E RE never was a period, Bes that 
Revolution, in reed Liberty of 
the Subſect was more trampled on by 

| venal Miniſters than that which pre- 

ceded, and marked the laſt Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment; the Spaniards, the oe of our Enemies, 
(notwithſtandin g all our former Victories, and . 
in the very Boſom of Peace) took upon them 
to diſpoſſeſs us of an Iſland, by a Mode fo 
incompatible with the Honour of the Brityh 
Flag, that it will probably ſtand againſt us a 
perpetual Record of the greateſt Puſillanimity 
and Diſgrace: Though a private Man could not 
have lived, with Propriety, under ſuch an Odium, 
our Mock Guardians ſeemed to glory in the 
Tranſaction, and after many Months ſpent in 
ſhameleſs Negotiations —pageant, yet. oppreſſive 

To Preparations, they patched up a Convention, 

in which, it is true, they ſeemingly recovered 


the Iſland, but abandoned the Honour of the 
Nation. | 


. Our 


i PRE FACE 


OvuR Domeſtic Affairs kept equal Pace: Mi- 


niſtry afraid to prowl further upon the Laws, 
unſupported (particularly after being foiled in 


the unwarrantable Scizure of Private Property) 5 


ſuborned the Parliament as Engines of their 


Corruption; under the Appearance of ſo con- 
ſtitutional a Sanction, they firſt artfully wreſted 
from the People the Right of Election; and as 
the Tyger, who has once gorged on human 


Fleſh, grows more voracious. in his Appetite, 


they afterwards conceived the oppreſſive Deſign 
of putting a Padlack on the Preſs; and, for this 
Purpoſe, (through the Mouth of one of - their 
Fackalls) forbid the Publication of any of the 
Speeches openly made in the great national 
* 


+ HowzveR unwillingly the Public bore their 
former Fetters, this was the heavieſt Pair 
in the whole Set. — To ſuffer they ſometimes 


could not avoid, but to complain was always 
the Right of Men; the Speeches of the Members 
vVvere therefore (notwithſtanding this Prohibition) 


publiſhed, and the Arguments uſed in defence 


of the Mode did Honour to a free People; 
_ # they urged they were acting on the moſt con- 
< ftitutional Grounds ; that by theſe. Means 


« only the Conſtituents could judge of the Merit 
1 | ,cCc 9 | 


a 
* of their Members, and it was from this View 
alone they could be enabled to decide on their 
800 n Pretenſions to ſerve theme? Fin 2 


Tas 1 E Right» was ws 
poſed ; ſeveral Printers were ſeized, and ſome 
2 themſelves ſo far as to ſubmit to Cenſure; 
Three had the Fortitude to refuſe the obeying 
the unconſtitutional Mandate, and with a Spirit, 
becoming Engliſhmen and Citizens of London, 
arreſted the Arreſters, and brought them before 
the fuperior Tribunal of the Law. 


88 


Ties we wiſh to pauſe, as Words are PR 


ſufficient to deſcribe that more than Roman 


Spirit exerted by the Chief Magiſtrate on -this 
Occaſion ;—the Tranſaction i is too ſtrongly en- 
graved on the Hearts of the Citizens of London 
to need a Re- capitulation here, — our Praiſe is 
too weak to do juſtice to the exalted Name of 
CROSBY, whoſe Conduct, on this Occaſion, 
| wall be applauded by lateſt Poſterity. 


Tur Example of our patriotic Lord Mayor 
was followed by Meſſrs. Aldermen Wilkes and 
Oliver, with that Alacrity, which is ever the 
Reſult of a free Mind ;—the former was no 
way intimidated from the Recollection of prior 
Ophpreſſions, nor did the latter deviate from that 
Creed, which he had originally . himſelf 
to ſupport. 

TRE 


2 — — I OY OT 


wi PREFACE. 


Tur Proceedings on this Occafinn cmd 
the Subjects of the follawing Sheets, which we 
flatter ourſelves will be acceptable to every 
Friend to the Conſtitution, as we apprehend the 
whole Britiſh Hiſtory — no Circumſtance 
of a ſimilar Nature, 121 0. | Gow - 


We ans bs no * Wiſh * a Defire of | 


being 9partial, and conſequently have avoided 


raking into the Channels of Abuſe, and ſtated 
Facts juſt as they happened, being ſenſible Ad- 
miniſtration can want no Caricatura. —0 N 


| buon no Panegy your: 


4 4 


"In * a Word; as the - National — in its 


moſt important Points, was our propoſed End, 
we have taken all poſſible Precaution to offend 
no Man, or Body of Men, except thoſe who 
have repeatedly offended their Country, by an 
uniform Oppoſition to that Pu BLIS CAus k, 


which everyhoneſt ah oj Soden in having 


| ORs. 


—”"————_ . -  —— ww . r ,§—Ä r. T ˙⁰wgũ.̃7“¼7tf‚——......ö¾—ͥ—ĩiü. ¾W?; —⁵ůÄ.ÄU TN ͤ w 
— — ' — - e / Ho e . OB =O mn ie I 


HE Friends to the Conſtitution, knowing how 
conducive it would be to the Cauſe of Liberty 
to tranſmit, from time to time, the Speeches of 
the ſeveral Members of both Houſes of 
Parliament to the Public, ſpiritedly undertook it in 
the Courſe of the laſt Seſſions, by ſending authentic 
_ Copies of the Debates to the Printers of moſt of the 
News-papers, that the ſeveral Conſtituents ſhould be 
informed what Part their Members took in the preſent 
critical Situation of Affairs: Objections, it is true, may 
be urged againſt this Mode, but when it is fairly and 
impartially conducted ſo as to communicate the real 
Intentions of the Speakers in their ſcveral Speeches, its 
Utility muſt be acknowledged by all thoſe who have 

any Senſe of the Bleſſings of Freedonmn. 
The Friends of Adminiſtration, however, thought 
otherwiſe, and on Tueſday, February 5, the following 
Reſolutions were entered into by the Houſe of Com- 
mons, on a Motion of Colonel Onſlow. | | 

Reſolved Nemine Contradicente, 4 
That it is an Indignity to, and a Breach of the Pri- 
_ « vilege of this Houſe, for any Perſon to preſume to 
e give, in written or printed News-papers, any Account 
or Minutes of the Debates, or other Proceedings of 
this Houſe, or of any Committee thereof.“ 6 
ERNeſolved Nemine Contradicente, 3 

That upon the Diſcovery of the Authors, Printers, 
or Publiſhers of any ſuch written or printed News- 
paper, this Houſe will proceed againſt the Offenders 

« with the utmoſt Severity.” - 9 
Wy Ordered 


—— ——— PP 


1 1 
« That the ſaid Reſolutions be printed in the Votes 
of this Day.“ PTY „ on 
Mr. Charles Turner oppoſed this Motion with great 
Spirit; he ſaid, that not only the Debates ought to be 
publiſhed, but a Lift of the Diviſions likewiſe ;, and he 
affirmed that no Man would object to it, unlefs he was 
alhamed of the Vote he gave. . 
Mr. Edmund Burke ſupported Mr. Turner's Opinion; 
he ſaid, that ſo far from its being proper to conceal their 
Debates, he wiſhed they would follow the ancient Rule, 
which was to record them in the Journals. 
On Friday, February 8, Colonel Onſlow complained 


to the Houſe of the printed News- paper, intituled, the 


Gazetteer, and New Daily Advertiſer of Friday, Fe- 
bruary 8, 1771, printed for R. Thompſon; and allo of 
the printed. News- paper, intituled, the Middleſex Jour- 
nal, or Chronicle of Liberty, from Tueſday, February g, 
to Thurſday, February 7, 177 1, printed for J. Wheble, 
as miſrepreſenting the Speeches, and reflecting on ſeveral 
of the Members of this Houſe, in Contempt of the 
Order, and in Breach of the Privilege of this Houſe. 
___ Refoleed, TE Tg od: ray . 
That the ſaid Papers be delivered in at tht- 
„„ N74 Ivy „ 
And the ſaid Papers were delivered in at the Table 
accordingly, when: - read feveral Paragraphs therein; 
after which he obſerved, that this Practice had got to an 
infamous Height; that Members were repreſented to 
the World, as faying what they did net ſay, that their 
Interefts in their Boroughs were often 4 5 16. That 
it had never been done in former Times, even in the 


moſt violent Oppoſition to Sir R. Walpole, no Tranſ- 


actions or Speeches were publiſhed, except during the 
Intervals of Parliament, and then only in a decent Man- 
ner. That it was now abſolutely neceſſary eicher to 
poo the Offenders- ſeverely, os reverſe 4 ſtanding 
Mer. ä Wenn i t 3 
The Gentlemen in the Minority acknowledged the 
Abuſe of the Preſs in the preſent. Inſtance, but obſerved, 
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« $ ) 
that Cinna, and ſome other miniſterial Writers, were 
amongſt the Foremoſt in abuſing, perſonally, the moſt 
reſpectable Gentlemen who differed from them. Thar 


Proſecutions of this Nature would only promote the 


Sale of the Libels, not put an End to the Practice, as 


was ſeen in the Caſe of BingJey. That perhaps it might. 


be difficult to found a Proſecution for mubliſhing © the 
Speeches of the Members of Parliament which never 


Were made, therefore were no Speeches; that Ithis was 


far from a new Practice, having been authoriſed by 
Charles I. whoſe Miniſter, Lord Clarendon, had made 
Speeches, and publiſhed them as made. by Members 
of Parliament, merely to miſrepreſent thoſe Members. 
That the Practice of letting the Conſtituents know the 
parliamentary Behaviour of their Repreſentatives, was 
tounded on the trueſt Principles of the Conſtitution, 
who even ought to know the particular Votes they gave 


in every Caſe, as the Conſtituents had ao other Powers 
over their Repreſentatives, when once choſen, but to 
determine whether they were proper to be re-elected. 


That Miſrepreſentations of any Member were infamous, 
but ought to be puniſhed legally by the Member ſo 
affected, and not by the Hand of Power and Weight of 
the Legiſlature, whoſe Exer ſe of Power! is always Sos 


and oppreſſive. 


On the Queſtion, it was carried by the Miniſtry 


to proceed againſt the Printers go to 55. 


On which the Houſe came to the following Reſo- | 


Ordered, 
That the ſaid R. Thompſon do attend this Houſe 
* upon Monday Morning next.“ 
Ordered, 
That the ſaid J. Wheble do attend this Houſe on 


Monday Morning next.“ 


The above Printers not attending according to this 
Order, on Monday, February 11, George Onſlow, Eiq; 
(Treaſury) then moved, That R. Thompſon and J 
Wheble, having been ordered by the Houſe to attend 


on this Day, and not having done it, were guilty * 


un 2 


A 


Ir was immediately objected, that they could not de 
ilty of a Contempt of an Order, unleſs they had been 


rved with that Order, which would ſuppoſe the Houſe 


guilty of the higheit Injuſtice. 
On the other — it was ſaid, That this was the 
uſual Method or proceeding ; that no other Notice was 


ever ſerved on the Perſon ordered to attend, except the 


firſt Order, and that from that Day, the Perſon ſo ſum- 


- moned, wa; ſuppoſed to be there, and not to be dif- 


miſſed without Order of the Houſe. 


However, as there ſeemed a Difference in Opinion | 


on that Head, Mr. Onſlow ſaid he was willing to with- 
draw his Motion, and make another; that the Printers 
be ordered to attend the Houſe on Thurſday next. 

Mr. Dowdeſwell, and the Gentlemen in Oppoſition, 
would not ſuffer the firſt Motion to be withdrawn. They 
ſaid, that as it had been contended to be the Cuſtom of 
Pailiament, not to give Notice of an adjourned Order 


to attend the Houſe; and as it would be the higheſt 
Injuſtice to puniſh a Perſon for not obeying what %- did 
not know, that it was neceſſary to put an abſolute Ne- 


gative on the firſt Motion, to ſhew that it was not the 
Opinion of the Houſe ſo to puniſh. a 
Lord North, in great Anger, accuſed Mr. Dowdeſ- 


well of Want of Candour in this, as by inſiſting on the 
Motion, the Miniſtry muſt either condemn the Printers, 
or put a Negative to what they thought to be right, viz. 


to puniſh a Perſon for what he could not be proved 


guilty of; but to put off ſuch Difficulty, he moved to 


amend Mr. Onſlow's Motion, by leaving out all the 
Words, except ordered, That R. Thompſon and J. 
« Wheble,” and add in their Room, * do attend this 


** Fiouſe on Thurſday next, which was carried upon 
the Queſtion, 115 to 31. 


On Thurſday, the 14th of the ſame Month, the ſeve- 
ral Orders of the Day being read for the Attendance of 
R. Thompſon and J. "Wheble and they not appearing, 
the Houſe ordered: 


That the ſaid R. Thompſon and J. Wheble do at- 
tend this Houſe on 1 Morning next.“ 


Accordingly 
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1 on Tueſday Morning (19th of -Fe- 
bruary) the "Order of the Day was read, tor the At- 
—— of R. Thompſon, and J. Wheble: And the 
ſaid R. Thompſon and J. Wheble not attending, the 
Meſſenger, to whom the Orders of the 8th Day of 
February, were delivered, being called upon to 
give an Account of the Service thereof, acquainted 
the Houſe, That he had ſerved the Oi ders of the 
ſaid 8th Day of February, for the Attendance of the 
ſaid R. Thompſon and J. Wheble, upon Monday, the 
' 11th Day of this Inſtant, February; but that he had 
not ſerved them with any further Order for their At- 
tendance on this Day. _ | 
The Speaker then obſerved, That, as the Journals 

did not take ſufficient Notice of the Method proper to 

roceed in, in Caſes of Contempt, he thought proper 
to inform the Houſe what was the Cuſtom in the Courts 
below ; That they never proceeded to puniſh for Con- 
tempt, till they were certain that the Perſon had been 
perſonally ſerved with their Order ; or that they had 
proper Evidence, that the Perſon had kept out of the 

Way to avoid ſuch Service; that, in the preſent In- 
| ſtance, there was not ſufficient Evidence of either; he 
therefore wiſhed, that an Order might be made for 
them to attend on Thurſday next ; and that the Order 
being left at their Houſe, ſhould be a ſufficient Natice. 

The Houſe was then moved, That the Entry in 
* the Journals of the Houſe, of the 3d of March, 
< 1746, of their Proceedings in Bevel... to William 
< Leverland, might be read; and the ſame being 
read accordingly, ne” 

( 

That R. Thompſon is attend this Houſe upon 
« Thurſday Morning next. —Ordered, That J. Wheble 
do attend this Houſe at the ſame Time.” - 

On Thurſday the 21ſt, the ſeveral Orders of the Day 
being read for the Attendance of R. Thompſon and 
J. Wheble ; and the ſaid R. Thompſon and J. Wheble 
not attending (according to Order) the Meſſenger, to 
whom the ſaid Orders were delivered, being called upon 
| 3 
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(6) | 

N © give an Account of the Service thereof, acquainted 
the Houſe, That he went to the Houſe of the ſaid 
R. Thompſon, on Tueſday Evening laſt ; and being 
informed, by his Servant, that he was not at home, he 
left a Copy of the Order for the Attendance of the 
faid R. Thompſon, with the ſaid Servant, and deſired 
him to give the ſame to his Maſter when he came home: 
That he (the ſaid Meſſenger) went again, on Wedneſ. 
day Morning, to the Houle of the ſaid R. Thompſon, 
and was again informed he was not at home. 

The ſaid Meſſenger alſo acquainted the Houſe, That 15 
he went on Tueſday Evening laſt to the Houſe of the 


ſaid J. Wheble; that he was told he was not at home. 


but was expected every Minute; that he waited at the 
Houſe of the ſaid J. Wheble ſome Time; but he not 
returning, he (the Meſſenger) left a Copy of the Or- 
der for the Attendance of the ſaid J. Wheble, at his 
Houſe, and deſired it might be given him on his Re- 
turn; and that, calling again on Wedneſday Morning 
at the Houſe of the ſaid J. Wheble, he was again in- 
formed, that he was not at home. 

The Houſe, on this Information, came to the follow- 
ing Reſolution: 

Ordered, 
« That R. Thompſon do attend this Houſe upon 


«Tueſday Morning next.“ 


Ordered, 
«© That the Service of the ſaid Order, by leaving a 
Copy of the {ame at the uſual Place of Abode of the 
<« ſaid R. Thompſon, be deemed equal to perſonal Scr- 
„ vice, and be good Service.” | 
Ordered, | 
4 That J. Wheble do attend this Houſe upon Tueſ- 
« day Morning next.” 
Ordered, 
That the Service of the ſaid Order, by leaving a a 
« Copy of the fame at the uſual Place of Abode of the 


* ſaid J. Wheble, be deem'd equal to CE Service, 
6 . 4 


On 


| ASD, 5 5 
On Tueſday, the 26th, the ſeveral Orders of the Day, 
for the Attendance of R. Thompſon and J. Wheble, be- 
ing read, and they not attending (according to Order) 
the Meſſenger, to whom the ſaid Orders were delivered, 
being called upon to give an Account of the Service 
thereof, acquainted the Houſe, That he went to the 
Houle of the ſaid J. Wheble, in Pater- noſter Row, 
Thurſday Evening laſt; and being informed, by RN 
Servant, that he was not at home, he ſhewed the ſaid 
Servant the original Order for the Attendance of the 
ſaid J. Wheble, and left a Copy thereof with the ſaid 
Sęrvant, and deſired him to give the ſame to his Maſ- 
ter when he came home, which the ſaid Servant pro- 
miſed to do. 15 5 
The ſaid Meſſenger alſo acquainted the Houſe, That 
he went to the Houſe of the ſaid R. Thompſon, in New- 
gate-Strect, on Thurſday Evening laſt; that he was 
told he was not at home, and that then he ſhewed the 
original Order for the Attendance of the ſaid R. Thomp- 
fon, and left a Copy thereof with his Servant, and de- 
fired him to give the fame to his Maſter ; which he 
| likewite promiſed to do. 1 
Reſol ved, 5 F re 
„That the ſaid J. Wheble be, for his Contempt, in 
« not obeying the Order of this Houſe, for his Attend- 
« ance this Day, taken into the Cuſtody of the Serjeant 
dat Arms, or his Deputy, attending this Houſe.” 
.- Qrderech, © „ 5 
That the ſaid R. Thompſon be, for his Contempt, 
ein not obeying the Order of this Houſe, for his At- 
_ * tendance this Day, taken into the Cuſtody of the 
_ «« Serzeant at Arms, or his Deputy attending this 
eg, 
On Monday the 4th of March, the Deputy-Serjeant 
at Arms, attending this Houſe being called upon to 
give an Account of the Service of the Oxders of the 
Houſe of Tueſday laſt, for taking into Cuſtody J. Whe- 
ble, and R. Thompſon, acquainted the Houſe, that tho“ 
he had been ſeveral Times at the reſpective Houſes of 
the ſaid J. Wheble and R. Thompſon, and had nods I 
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-nicle of Liberty, from Tueſday, February 5, to Thurſ- 
day, February 7, 1771, printed for J. Wheble, as miſ- 


(8) 


diligent Search after them, in order to take them into 


Cuſtody, he had not yet been able to meet with either 


of them. 


On which Colonel Onſlow moved; That the King be 
addreſſed to iſſue his Royal Proclamation for appre- 


hending them, with a Reward to any one who ſhould 


do ſo. OT the Houſe came to the following | 


Refolution : 
Reſolved, 
« That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to iſſue 
his Royal Proclamation for apprehending the ſaid 
J. Wheble, and R. Thompſon, with a Promiſe of 
Reward for the ſame.” 
Ordered, 
<« That the ſaid Addreſs be preſented to his | Majeſty 
& by ſuch Members of this Houſe, as are of his Ma- 
« jeſty s moſt Honourable Privy Council.” _ 


| Accordingly on Saturday, March 9, the following | 


1 appeared in the London Gazette of * 
ay: ; 


By the KING;—A PROCLAMATION, 
For apprehending Joux WHzBLE and R. Thnoursow. 


eee en ” 


'HEREAS on ths sch Day of February laſt, 


Complaint being made to . Houſe of Com- 
mons of the printed News- paper, intitled, The Gazetteer 
and New Daily Advertiſer, Friday, February 8, 1771, 


printed for R. Thompſon; and alſo of the printed 
News-paper, intitled, The Middleſex Journal, or, Chro- 


repreſenting the Speeches, and reflecting on ſeveral 


the Members of the ſaid Houſe, in contempt of the 


Order, and in breach of the Privilege of the ſaid Houſe ; 


it was ordered, that the ſaid J. Wheble and R. Thompſon 
| ſhould attend chp 2 Houſe of Commons; and they 
| — 


3 
es 
1 


* „ 
not having obeyed the ſaid Order, it was thereupon 
ordered, by the ſaid Houſe of Commons, that the ſaid 
John Wheble and R. Thompſon ſhould be taken into the 
Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms attending the ſaid 
| Houſe, or his Deputy. And whereas the ſaid Deputy -Ser- 
jeant having informed the Houſe, that he had not been 
able to meet with the ſaid John Wheble and R. Thomp- 
ſon, or either of them, though he had been ſeveral Times 
at their reſpective Houſes, and had made diligent Search 
after them, ro take them into Cuſtody, an humble Ad- 
dreſs hath been preſented to us by the Knights, Citizens, 
and Burgeſſes, and the Commiſſioners for Shires and 
Burghs, in Parliament aſſembled, that we would be 
graciouſly pleaſed to iſſue our Royal Proclamation, for 
apprenending the ſaid John Wheble and R. Thompſon, 
with a Promiſe of a Reward for the ſame: We have 
thought fit, by and with the Advice of our Privy 
Council, to iſſue this our Royal Proclamation, hereby 
requiring and commanding all our loving Subjects hat- 
ſocver to diſcover and apprehend, or cauſe the ſaid John 
Wheble and R. Thompſon, or either of them, to be 
_ diſcovered and apprehended, and to carry him or them 
before ſome of our Juſtices of the Peace, or chief Ma- 
iſtrates, of the County, Town, or Place, where he or 
they ſhall be apprehended, who are reſpectively re- 
quired to ſecure the ſaid John Wheble and R. Thompſon, 
and thereof give ſpeedy Notice to one of our principal 
Secretaries of State, to the end, he or they may be forth 
coming, to be dealt withal and proceeded againſt ac- 
cording to Law. And for the Prevention of an Eſcape 
of the ſaid John Wheble and R. Thompſon, or either 
of them, into Parts beyond the Seas, we do require and 
command all our Officers of the Cuſtoms, and other our 
Officers and Subjects of and in our reſpective Ports and 
Maritime Towns and Places within our Kingdom of 
_ Great-Britain, that they, and every of them, in their 
reſpective Places and Stations, be careful and diligent 
in the Examination of all Perſons that ſhall pals or 
endeavour to paſs beyond the Seas; and if they ſhall 
diſcover the ſaid 3 and R. Thompſon, or 


either 
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hended and ſecured, and to give Notice thereof as 
aforeſaid. And we do hereby ſtrictly- charge and com- 
mand all our loving Subjects, as they will anſwer the 
contrary at their Perils, that they do not any ways con- 
ceal, but do diſcover him or them the ſaid John Wheble 
and R. Thompſon, to the end he or they may be ſe- 


cured. And for the Encouragement of all Perſons to 


be diligent and careful in endeavouring to diſcover and 
apprehend the ſaid John Wheble and R. Thompſon, 


we do hereby further declare, that whoſoever ſhall 
diſcover and apprehend the faid John Wheble and 
R. Thompſon, or either of them, within Three Weeks 
from the Date hereof, and ſhall bring him or them, the 
{aid John Wheble and R. Thompſon, before ſome Juſtice 


of the Peace, or chief Magiſtrate as aforeſaid, ſhall have 


and receive, as a Reward. for' the Diſcovery, appre- 
hending, and bringing the faid John Wheble and 
R. Thompſon, or either of them, before ſuch Juſtice 


of the Peace or chief Magiſtrate as aforeſaid, the Sum 
of Fifty Pounds for each; which our Commiſſioners of 
our Treaſury are hereby required and directed to pay 


accordingly. 


Given at our 
of March, 1771, 
Reign. 


GOD fay 


the Eleventh Year of our 
the KING. 


| having the deſired Effect; 
ol. Onſlow produced a Col- 


This Proclamation n 
on Tueſday, March 12, 


tection of News-papers *, in ſome of which were the 


Speeches 


The Morning Chronicle, and London Advertiſer, Monday, | 


March 4, 1771, printed for Wm. Woodfall ; the St. James's Chro- 


nicle, or Britiſh Evening Poſt, from Thuriday, March 7, to Saturday, 


March 9, 1771; printed by H. Baldwin ; the London Packet, or 
New Evening Poſt, from Wedneſday, February 27, to Friday, 


March 1, 1771, printed for T Evans; the Whitehall Evening Polt.. 
from Thurſday, February 28, to Saturday, March 2, 1771, Shs 


t at St. James's, the 8th Day 
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4-48; 
Spedchis of ſeveral Members of the Houſe; in ** 
the Proceedings oſ Utopia, in which were inſerted the 


Speeches, as they were called, of Jeremiah Wey- 


mouth, Eſq; the D n of this Country, of Con- 


< ſtantine Lincoln, Eſq; and others.“ He ſaid, from 


2 Regard to the Honour and Privileges of the Houſe, 
he had complained of R. Thompſon and J. Wheble, on 
2 former Occaſion, for printing the Speeches of the 


Members of the Houſe; ſince which, although a Pro- 


clamation had been iſſued for apprehending them, they 


were become ſo daring as to perſiſt in the Practice; and 


one of them informed his Readers he would continue to 
print the Speeches, and even inſinuated that he had 
received them from the Members of the Houſe. He _ 


was determined, he ſaid, notwithſtanding the Ridicule 
of ſome Men, to go on vindicating the Privileges and 


Honour of Parliament, and therefore he had now got 


three. Brace more of Printers that he wiſhed to bring 
| before. them; and he hoped, if Gentlemen meant o 


ſuffer this Practice, yg proper People would be ap- 


- pointed: for printing the Speeches, under the Directions 


of the Houſe. He moaned that the Papers thould be 


delivered in. 


Mr. Onflow roſe to ſecond the Motion for 3 f 
in the Neuss. papers. on which the following Debate 
enſued: 

Mr. Thomas Townſhend. I am as deſirous of main- 
taining the real Honour and Privileges of this Houſe, 


as mi "honourable Friends, or any Gentleman in it; but 
I cannot agree with them, that the Methods we are now 


taking are proper to ſupport either one or the other. 


I cannot ſee any Harm in the Accounts that have been 


publiſhed, and J do not believe that any Member has 
luffered much by the Speeches that have been publiſhed 


| for him. I know that no Injuſtice has been done to 


by 73 Wright; ; the General Evening Poſt, from Thurſday, . To 
to Saturday, March 9, 1771, printed by S. Bladon; the London 


Evening Poſt, from Thurſday, March 7. to Saturday, March q, 17715 


nen for by Miller, 
| Votes of the Houſe of Commons, p. 445. 
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„ 3 
many Gentlemen; the Speeches of ſome, at leaſt, have 
been printed in quite as correct a Manner as they were 
uttered. As to the Proclamation my honourable 
Friend talks of, it is the moſt abſurd Thing that ever 
was iſſued; it is another General Warrant. R. Thomp- 
fon and J. Wheble are there to be apprehended by all 
his Majeſty's loving Subjects, and dealt with according 
to Law. Now, I deſire to know, if they ſhould be 
taken before a Magiſtrate, what Law will juſtify him 
in committing them. They cannot be held; and there- 
tore though the Proclamation, ſince it was firſt iſſued, 
has had the Great Seal put to it, it is impoſſible it can 
be of Uſe. The more I think of this Buſineſs, the more 
I wiſh the Houſe had never interfered in it. It cannot 
be for the Credit of the Houſe, that its Honour and 
Dignity ſhould be committed in ſuch a Buſineſs, I am 
concerned to find my honourble Friends ſhould bring 


Diſgrace on their Name and Family, by making them- _ 


ſelves in this Manner the Inſpectors and Perſecutors of 
the Preſs. Their Zeal and Eagerneſs in ſo fooliſh and 


_ ridiculous a Buſineſs will tarniſh their Name and Cha- 


racter, and bring this Houſe into a Situation, not to be 
wiſhed by any Man who has a juſt Senſe of the Credit 
and Honour of it. This filly Buſineſs. ought never ta 
have been brought before us; the ſooner we get out 
on't the better; and therefore I am againſt receiving 


| the Papers the honourable Gentleman has in his 


Hands. | ts 
Mr. Ongley. I have as little Reaſon as any body 
to complain, on my own Aecount, of the Printers. I 
do not remember they ever printed above one Speech 
of mine; but, Sir, I am concerned for the Honour, 
Dignity and Privileges of this Houſe, I would not 
have our Privileges invaded without puniſhing the 
Offenders. This Houſe has always puniſhed ſuch as 
publiſhed its Proceedings: There are many Precedents 
in the Journals of ſuch Proceedings, and I frequently 
read the Journals for my Diverſion. If the Opinions 
we hold here are to be publiſhed in the Manner they 


1 


| | Th - „ 
in this Houſe. No Man will chuſe to have his Con- 
duct thus publiſhed to the World; it is a great Breach 
of Privilege. Gentlemen blame the Proclamation; let 
me remind them, that there was one of the ſame Kind 
publiſhed for the Apprehenſion of Alexander Murray, 
Eſq; I never can agree that this is a Matter unfit to 
be enquired. into, and therefore I give my hearty Con- 
currence to the Motion. 2 
Sir Joſeph Mawbey. The Honourable Gentleman, 
Sir, who made the Motion for bringing the Papers be- 
fore us, is à very good Sbot; and I learn from his 
Speech, that he has three Brace more of Printers for 
the Entertainment and Diverſion of the Houle, Though 
I am not much of a Sportſman, he will give me Leave, 
I hope, to ſuggeſt to him, that it is not Sportſman like 
to follow a freth Covey before the Game already ſprung 
be hunted down. I have not heard that the honourable. 
Gentleman, or the Meſſengers, have' as yet taken Mr. 
R. Thompſon, or Mr. J. Wheble. I learn indeed from 
the Gazette, that a very a extraordinary Proclamation 
has been iſſued for their Apprehenſion; but I do not 
know that it has produced any Diſcovery. Since I 
came into the Houſe I have been told, that a Card, in 
the Name of one or both of them, or in the Name of 
their Wives, has been ſent to you, or Lady Norton; 
it ſa, Sir, perhaps you can beſt tell whether they mean 
to attend or not; and, if they do intend to come to 
the Bar, at what Time we may expect to ſee them. 
The Proclamation, Sir, offers a Reward of Fifty 
Pounds, to be paid by the Treaſury, for the Apprehen- 
fon of Mr. R. Thompſon, or Mr. J. Wheble, J 
know nothing of either of the Gentlemen; hut I cane 
not help expreſſing my Surprize, that public Money 
ſhould be ſquandereu in ſuch a Manner, and on ſuch an 
Occaſion : But, Sir, my Surprize is exceedingly ins 
creale( at finding the honourable Gentleman propoſes to 
cenſure fix other Printers; and if they ſhould chuſe ta 
mind their Buſineſs rather than dance Attendance in 
the Lobby of this Houſe, in conſequence to offer a ſi- 
milar Reward for their Apprehenſion. I expect to 8 
| | — 
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che Noble Lord over the Way, who has the Cure of the 


Finances of this Kingdom, riſe in his Place, and re- 
monſtrate againſt ſuch a Diſſipation of public Money:' 
F cal} upon him, on the Part of the Public, to oppoſe 
a Motion which, for aught I can ſee, may put the Na- 


tion to an Expence of muy Thouſand Pounds, with- 


ont anſwering any good End, nay even without anſwer- 


ing the End Gentlemen have in view who are Favourers 


of theſe Motions. Does not the Honourable Gentle- 
man, will not the Noble Lord ſee, that the Money will 


be thrown away in the / moſt childiſh and ridiculous 


Manner ? Does he not foreſee that the Printers will 
chemſelves get the Money? Will not ſome Brother, 


Wife, or Friend, furrender them into the Hands of 


ſome Peace Officer; and will not ſuch Friend be en- 


titled to the Reward of Fiſty Pounds ? If carried be- 


fore the Lord Mayor of London, or other Civil Magi- 
Krate, muſt they not be diſcharged? Where is the Law 
that will juſtify their Detenſion ? Will the Proclamation, 


that has been talked of, have the Force of Law? It 
cannot. No Magiſtrate, by his Oath, can pay Atten- | 


tion to /uch Things, but when they relate th Matters 


confeſſetly belonging to the Royal Prerogatve. Here 


then will be fine Encouragement given to other Prin- 


ters; Fifty Pounds may tempt many; and I hall ex- 
T to find, inſtead of fix or eight, all: the Printers. 
and Printers Devils, in and about this Metropolis, em- 


ployed in printing and handing to the Public the 
Speeches of the Members of this Houſe: If only an 

hundred Printers are ſo employ'd, the Rewards to- be 
offered for their Apprehenſion. will amount to 5000 1, 
If we liſten to ſuch Complaints, we ſhall expoſe the 
real Dignity and Honour of this Houſe, and diſſipate 


the public Money in the moſt ridiculous Purſuits, 15 a 


Way that cannot anſwer the Intentions of any Gentle- 
man, and for Purpoſes which, if they could 50 obtain- 
ed, I ſhalt for ever object to. | 

The Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt 583 ſaid, 


Gentlemen will not care to deliver their Sentiments and 


Opinions in chis — if thoſe Opinions and Senti- 
| ments 
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E 7 
ments are afterwards to be communicated to the Public: 
1 own I cannot ſee the Force of this Argument; I with the 
Public always to be informed of the Opinion and Conduct 
every Man holds in this Houſe. I cannot ſee why any 
Man ſhould wiſh to keep his Opinion, on great Quel- 
tions of Policy and Legiſlation, a Secret. Every Con- 
ſtituent is intereſted in the Conduct of his Repreſenta- 
tive, and he ought to know whether that Conduct has 
been directed to his Advantage and Security, or not. 


When the“ Honourable Gentleman near me, publiſhes _ 


his correct Account of the Proceedings and Speeches in 
this Parliament, I ſhall, probably, have as much Cauſe 
as any Man to fear an Expoſition of my Abſurdities ; 
but 1 ſhall not have any Objection to its being known 
to all Mankind, how I 7hought, and afed, within theſe. 
Walls. If my + Honourable Friend next me, makes 
a Motion to Day for ſhortening. the Duration of Parlia- 
ment, I ſhall certainly vote for a Triennial one, however 
inconſiderable the Number may be who join in ſuch 
Queſtion ; and I ſhall not care who knows it. If Gen- 
tlemen are really afraid the Public ſhould know their 
Opinions and Conduct in this Houſe, with me it is a 
good Reaſon for their being publiſhed ; ſuch a Pro- 
mulgation may reſtrain and influence Conduct when no- 
thing elſe can, and prevent, through the Shame and 
Diſhonour that may follow, that tame Acquieſcence in 
the worſt Meaſures of the worſt Ad miniſtration, which 
has been the Diſgrace of modern Times, and may be 
the Ruin of a free Country. For theſe Reaſons I am 
_ againſt the Motion made by the Honourable Gentle- 
men. 
Lord Strange. I cannot agree with che Reaſoning 
produced by the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt; I cannot think it right, that the Speeches of 
| Gentlemen in this Houſe ſhould be publiſhed by the 
Printers of common News-papers ; and I believe, the 
Honourable Gentleman himſelf will not be very fond 
of having the Speech he has Juſt made, publiſhed. To 


EM Mr. Cavendiſh, . + Mr. Sawbridge. 
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ealk of a Covey, and hunting down, is not very: proper, 
nor Sportſman like; and I cannot think he will like to 
have that Part of his Speech, at leaſt, inſerted in pub- 
lic Papers. The Dignity of this Houſe has been too 
much trampled on; I am not for having its Proceed- 
ings ridiculed and miſrepreſented, or its Authority 


trifled with. 


By this time, the Minority ſaw that no „Stop. could 
be put to the Career of the Miniſtry, but by employing 
the Order of the Houſe in creating Delays; they - 
therefore moved Adjournments and Amendments, (one 
of which was, that the Printers do attend, with all their 
Compofitors, Blackers, and Devils) by which means, and 
dividing on each Queſtion, they ſpun out the Affair 
nll half p aſt rip in the Morning, in which Time the 
Houſe — divided 23 Times. The Diviſions were 
from 55 of the —— to 10, and the Majority from 
140 to 70. 

The Conclufoa was, that all thoſe fix Printers were 
ordered to attend the Houſe on 1 the 14 


| of March. 


Whilſt Things were in this Train, the Speaker of 


the Houſe of Commons received the following 
Letter: 


To the Right Hon. Sir F e 8 Knt. Speaker | 
MF the Houſe of Commons. | 


Sin, 


O* my Return laſt 8 Night 3 the Country, 
whither my Buſineſs had carried me, I was much 
aſtoniſhed to be = ee. that ſome Perſons, pretending 
to be the Deputy-Serjeant, and Meſſengers of the Houle 
of Commons, had called ſeveral Times at my Houſe in 
my Abſence, declaring their Intention to take me into 
Cuſtody by Virtue of a pretended Warrant from you; 
and that a Wn had appeared in the Gazette, _ 


the Form of a pretended Proclamation by his Majeſty's | 
Authority, to order all his _— $ loving Subjects to 


apprehend 
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apprehend Johri Wheble; and to forbid all Perſons 


to conceal him at their Peril. In conſequence of this 


Information, being better verſed in Printing than in 


Law, I thought it proper to take the Advice of Counſel 
learned in the Law upon my Cale ; being deſirous to 
yield an entire Submiſſion to the Laws of my Country, 
and knowing no Reaſon why I ſhould conceal myſelf, 


or why I ſhould be apprehended, having never been 


guilty of any Breach of thoſe Laws. Incloſed I have 


| ſent you a Copy of my Counſel's Opinion, which I 
humbly deſire you to lay before the Houſe, and to 
inform the honourable. Houſe, that I am determined to 


yield no Obedience but to the Laws of the Land, 


and ſhall therefore abide by my learned Counſel's 


Opinion. 3 
| * * I arn, in all lawful Commands, | 
55 IT̃᷑0“cur Honour's humble Servant, 
Pater-noſter-rotv, IJ. WHEBLE 


March 14, 1771. 


CASE for Mr. MO RRISS OPINIO N. 


Jvvis 21 Die Februarij, 1771. 
© That J. Wheble do attend this Houſe upon 


« Tueſday Morning next.“ 


; Ordered, . 3 


That the Service of the ſaid Order, by leaving a 


Copy of the ſame at ih: uſual Place of Abod: of 


W «« the ſaid J. Wheble, be deemed equal to perſonal . 


Service, and be good Service. 


the City of London, being put into the Hands of one 


o 


-(COFT) J. Harssir, Ch, Dom. Can.” | 


5 The above Writing, which is by ſome ſuppoſed to 


be a Copy of an Order, or pretended Order, of the 
Houſe of Commons was left, upon Friday, February 22, 
1771, at the Houſe of Mr. John Wheble, within the 


of 


618 * 


of his Servants, by a Perſon who ſtiled himſelf. Meſſenger 5 


to the Houſe of Commons. 


Upon Thurſday, February 28, a Perſon called at 


Mr. Wheble's Houſe, and ſhewed a Paper-writing, 


which he pretended to be ſome Warrant or Authority 


from the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, directing 


him to take John Wheble into Cuſtody, for his Con- 


tempt in not obeying the Orders of the Houſe for his 
Attendance on that Houſe, * 

Upon Saturday, March 9, a Paper, in the Form ol 
a Royal Proclamation, appeared in the Gazette, in- 
tituled, By the Kinc, A PROCLAMATION, for appre- 
hending John Wheble and R. Thompſon. 

Mr. Wheble did not appear to the above Summons, 


neither has he been apprehended upon the pretended 
ker, or the aps Procla- 


Warrant of the Spea 
mation. 


b ES T 1 O NS. 


Qu. I. inn the Paper-writing firſt above-men- 
tioned to be a Copy of a genuine Order of the Houſe 
of Commons, is John Wheble, at whoſe Houſe the ſame 
was left, by Law requirable to attend agreeable to the 
Tenor thereof ? 

Qu. II. If John Wheble is ſo requirable to attend by 
Law, he having neglected fo to do, what Penalties is 
he liable to, and by what Means would it have been 
legal to proceed againſt him? 

Qu. III. If the pretended Warrant of the banker 
is authentic, was John Wheble obliged ro pay Obe- 
cence thereto, by ſurrendering himſelf a Priſoner to 
the Perſon who carried with him the ſame, and called 
himſelf a Meſſenger of the Houie? 


Qu. IV. Taking the Paper which Rd in the 
1 really to be the ing's Proclamation, is the 
ſame a legal Proceſs, and a ſufficient Warrant to ſuch 


as may venture to act under it ? 


Upon the whole, Mr. Morris is deſired to give his 
Opinion on the above-ſtated Caſe to Mr. Wheble, and 
as Counſel to adviſe what Conduct he ought by Law 


F to obſerve upon this Occaſion. Mr. 
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MI. MoxRIS's ANSWERS 
I Have attentively peruſed the above written Caſe, ant 
though, from the bad Deſigns which appear to be 
- formed againſt the Liberties of the People, there may 
be Danger in giving Opinion, which ſome of my Pro- 
feſſion would chuſe to avoid, I ſhall, as it becomes an 
honeſt and firm Man, proceed to give Mr. Wheble my 
Counſel, without Attention to any other Object than 
the Laws and Conſtitution of this free Country. 
To the Frf Queſtion; I am moſt clearly and deci- 
Hvely of Opinion, That Mr. Wheble is not compellable 
by Law to attend the Houſe of Commons, in purſuance 
of the written Order above ſtated. If the Grounds 
upon which the Order of Attendance was iſſued by the 
Houſe of Commons had been made part of the preſent 
. Caſe, I would then give my Opinion, whether that Aſ- 
ſembly had any Authority at all, or in what Caſes to 
compel an Attendance upon them; but as they are not, 
I muſt take up the Matter upon the Summons alone. 
It is now therefore of no Conſequence what was the 
Cauſe that required Attendance ; becauſe 1, as Coun- 
Fel, can take as little Notice of it upon the Caſe before 
me, as Mr. Wheble could upon a Sight of the Sum- 
mons, beyond which he had no Need to look. The 
Order itſelf is worded in ſo injudicial and unclerk-like 
a Manner, that it is covered with Objections almoſt 
from the firſt Letter to the laſt. 2. I know not that 
an Engliſhman is required to underſtand Latin, eſpe- 
cially ſince the Act of Parliament, That all Proceſs 
of the Law: ſhall be in Engliſh, and in no other Lan- 
guage whatſoever ; if this Order be not a Proceſs of 
Law, it can have no Effect; and if it is, it ought to 
be in Engliſh ; whereas the Order in queſtion, contains 
| Words in a ſtrange Language, without having the Ex- 
emption of being technical Latin Words. 2. J. Whe- 
ble is a Deſcription of Nobody; it might as well have 
been written Eye Wheble, or Noſe Wheble; either of 
them would be as much the Name of John Wheble as 


1 255 che former. Beſides, a Perſon is not legally named 
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without a proper Addition of Quality and Abode, 
which is not ſa much as attempted at in this prezended 
Order. 3. The Place of Attendance is not ſufficiently 


expreſt; this Houſe is more properly the Houſe of 


John Wheble, where the Order was left, than any 
other Houſe ; for there is no Date of Placę to the Or: 
der; Mr. Wheble therefore beſt attended this Order by 


ſtaying at home. 4. The Pate of Time being expreſſed 


in a foreign Tongue, which an Engliſhman need not 


underſtand, or attend to, the Day of Attendance be- 
came conſequently uncertain z Tueſday Merning next, 


having no Day which it is next to follow, 5. Another 


Objection lies to this Part of the Order, That the 
Morning of a Day is too indefinite to fix an Attendance ; 


the Law requiring that an Hour, as well 2s a Day, 


| ſhould be ſpecifigd in every Order of Attendance, 
6. If the Houſe of Commons had Power to iſſue this. 


Summons, it ought to be ſigned by the Speaker, and 
not by a Perſon uſing certain caſuiſtical Expreſſions, 


which may poſſibly be conſtrued to mean Clerk of the : 
Houſe of Commons. The Speaker cught alſo to re- 


cite that he had an expreſs Authority given him by the 


Houſe before he preſumes to iſſue any Summons or 
Warrant whatſover. It is the Office of the Speaker, 


and not of the Clerk, to authenticate the AQs of the 


Houſe. 7: But the greateſt of Objections to the Or- 
der lies in the Want of expreſſing the Cauſe upon which 


the Attendance is required. It cannot be pretended, by 


any Perion, that the Hoyſe of Commons have an arbi- 


trary Right to require the Attendance of Man, Woman, 
or Child, at their Pleaſure, without having any parlia- 


mentary Cauſe whatſcever for ſuch an "Attendance, 
TREE may RE be a Thing as a Summons (iſſued by 


the Commons) 


mmons) i al for Want of Juriſd:ction; there- 
fore the Cauſe o 


ttendance ſhould be expreſſed ; that 


the Party upon whom it was ſerved, or others, where 
ze concerned them, might judge whether the Cauſe of 


Atięndancę was legal and ſufficient for the Summons, 


That Capſe not being expreſſed, it muſt be taken to be 
egen and inſufficient z from the Maxim of the Lav, 
LT: 35 5 „„ © © 
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4 That * ſame Rule holds with reſpect to thoſe Mat- 
& ters which do not appear, as to thoſe which do not 
* exiſt ; in fact, upon the Face of the Order it appears 
to be illegal, and what Mr. Wheble neither needed, or 
ought to have obeyed, 
Second Qu. The firſt Queſtion being anſwered | in the 
Negative, the ſecond requires no Conſideration ; but if 
the Attendance was legally requirable, purſuant to the 
above Order, it would not be difficult to ſhew what 
Penalties the refuſing Party would be liable to u 
reſort to the legal Courts of Juſtice, which have Cog- 
nizance of ſuch Offences. 
| Third Qu. If the Summons be W hs ſubſequent 
Warant by the Speaker mult neceſſarily be invalid alſo; 
for the Defects of the Summons were not cured by any 


Appearance of Mr. Wheble. A Form of a Warrant 


no more makes a legal Authority (for ſo much the 
Word imports) than a "Conſtable s Staff makes a Peace- 
officer. If the Warrant were legal, a Meſſenger of the 
Houle is not a proper Perſon for executing it; but only 
the Serjeant at Arms and the Deputy-Serjeant. But 
theſe are Trifles with reſpect to the Queſtion ; for the 
Anſwer is moſt plain and poſitive, that the Speaker of 
the Iouſe of Commons is no more a Magiltrate ap- 
pointed to iſſue Warrants of Apprehen/ion than the 
Houle itſelf is a Court of Juſtice appointed to puniſh. 
Neither one or the other have thoſe Powers; and when 
they uſurp them, the People have a Right to treat them 
as Invaders of their Liberties: Particularly the im- 
mediate Object of the Tyranny has Authority, by the 
Law of this Country, and by the Law of God, to defend 
his Liberty and Perſon by Force and Arms againſt ſuch 
illegal Attempts, though he ſhould be obliged to ſa- 
crifice, in the Protection of himſelf from the Violence, 
all the Serjeants, all the Meſſengers, and even the 
Speaker himſelf of the Houſe of Commons. I muſt 


add, that a Warrant of Apprebenſion, grounded upon a 


ſuppoſed Contempt, always carries with it an Argument 
againſt its own Legality. No Contempts of the Houſe 
of Commons are ' Puniſhable by themſelves ; they =_ 

only 


0 22 5 

only reſtrain inſtant and open Contemp?s committed by 
the re in the Face of e the Houſe. ' A Warrant to 

apprehend ſhows that the Party does not, in the Pre- 
fence - of the Houſe, diſturò its Debates or obſtruct 
its Authority ; ſuch being the only legal Idea of a 
Conrzur r. p Sat ” 
Fourth Qu. This Queſtion admits of no Heſitation 
or Difpute. The pretended Proclamation of the King 
is clearly illegal. Proclamations have no intrinſic Force 
in this Country; nor have they any at all but by Special 
Act of Parliament. They may ſerve at other Times 
to intimate to the People the Neceſſity and Inclination 
of the Prince to put particulai Laws in Execution. If 
they introduce a new Law, they are truly inefficacious. 
The Conſtitution of this Country has not truſted to 
the King, with whom ſo much Power is placed, the 
Authority of apprehending or committing any Subjects 
of the Realm. That Authorlty is left alone to the 
Magiſtrates, and to the Courts of Juitice. But had the 
Proclamation, in other reſpects, been a legal Warrant 
for apprehending John Wheble, many Objections - 
would ſtill lie to the Form and Contents of it. If any 
Perſon apprehends Mr. Wheble, in purſuance of this 
Proclamation, he ought to be proſecuted by Action 
or Indictment; and any Magiſtrate, before whom 
Mr. Wheble is brought, ought, if he does his Duty, 
to ſet him at large, and commit the Aſſailant upon his 

Perſon (whether he be the King's Herald or a Speaker's 
Meſſenger) unleſs he can give good Bail for -his 
Appearance. Perſons are liable to no Penalty for 
concealing or not diſcovering Mr. Wheble, as is falſely 
inſinuated in the Proclamation. - Neither the O 
of the Cuſtoms or others have a Right to examine Perſon 
paſſing beyond the Seas. This Proclamation has no 
the Force of a Ne exeas Regno. All the loving Subjects 
of his Majeſty, as they tender the Safety of x King's 
Perſon, and his Right to the Crown, both which are 
ſecured by the Laws, ought, inſtead of obeying this 
Proclamation, to be aſſiſtant in oppoling its execution. 
As Individuals have a Right to protect their own 
Liberty, 
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Liberty, ſo have others a Right to interpoſe in their 
| Behalf. | . . ke # 5 e416, 1 4, corel ag 
VD pon the Whole, I do adviſe Mr. Wheble to pay no 
Attention or Obedience either to the above-mentioned 
Summons, Warrant of Apprehenſion or Proclamation. 
All are equally unjuſt and illegal. Mr. Wheble will 
de protected in his Reſiſtance by Magna Charta, and by 
numerous Statutes, which confirm our invaluable Code 
of Liberties. The Proclamation, moreover, ſeems te 
me to levy a cruel War upon two Individuals, without 
Colour of Law ; and I do give as my Opinion, that 
Mr. Wheble may well inſtitute an Action «por tbe Caſe, 
againſt the Counſellors, Promoters, Aiders, Abettors, 
and e movery. „„ 
%% 4 N To. 
7 
The Affairs of the Printers were began again this Day 
(March 14th) in the Houſe of Commons; when the 
Order of the Day for the Attendance of William 
Woodfall being read, a Debate began, whether this 
Buſineſs ſhould be poſtponed. It was urged, That this 
Day was faxed for the Eaſt India Debate, an Affair of 
the utmoſt Conſequence ; that the Houſe was prepared, 
with Numbers ready to attend that Matter; the Seſſions 
grew ſhort, and if they were perpetually. to be amuſed 
with the ridiculous Prejudices of particular Men againſt 
theſe. Printers, no Buſineſs of Conſequence, would be 
executed; that the Meaſure was ridiculous in the 
higheſt Degree. But the Miniſtry: were of a differ- 
ent Opinjan ; they thought theſe Proſecutions of the 
eateſt Conſequence ; that therefore no Buſineſs ſhould 
be done till this was finiſhed : They flattered themſelves 
' It would ſoon be over, but they were greatly deceived 
in their Expectations. „ tO 
In the Courſe of this Debate, General Conway, Lord 
Strange, and Stephen Fox, abuſed the Minority very 
much, for the Delays they had occaſioned the Night 
before; called it a Hockley in the Hole Aſſembly g 
chat the Houſe ſhould find out ſome Methods to por ag 
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End to ſuch Proceedings. and other F cortfions'; fo? 
which they were ſmartly attacked .by the. Minority, | 
who certainly acted conſcientiouſly, in oppoſing, by 
every Method they were able, an Exertion of — 7 ower | 
of the Houſe to proſecute. 
However, it was carried to l 113 to 
The Houſe being then informed, that the d Wil. 
liam Woodfall did not attend, the Meſſenger to whom 
the Order of Tueſday laſt was delivered, being called 
to give an Account of the Service thereof, ac- 
wainted the Houſe, that he went to the Houſe of the 


ſaid William 'Woodfall ; and being informed that he 


was then in Cuftody of the Black Rod attending the 
Houſe of Peers, he left a Copy of the Order, with the 
Wife of the faid William Woodfall, and that he (the 
Meflenger) has ſince heard, that the faid William Wood- 
fall i is now in Cuſtody of the Houſe of Lords. 

Then the Order of the Day for the Attendance of 
Henty Baldwin being read, a Motion was made and 
the Queſtion put, that the faid Henry Baldwin be now 
Called to the Bar. 

The faid Henry 


Baldwin was accotdin gly called in, 


| and the Complaint, which' upon Tueſday of was made 


to the Houſe, of the printed News- paper, intitled, The 
St. Fames's Chronicle, or Britiſh Evening Poſt, from 
Thurſday, March 7, to Saturday, March 971771. 
printed by Henry Baldwin, as containing the Debates, 
and miſrepreſenting the Speeches of ſeveral of the 
Members of this Houſe tt read to him, after which 
the Speaker told him : 

That he was accuſed of printing the st. James's 
Ulrotiicle of Saturday laſt, miſrepreſenting the Speeches 
of the Members of that Houſe, under the Head of 
Debates of .the Repreſentatives of the People of Utopia ; 
that if he could deny the Publication, or had any thing 
to offer in Excuſe or Mitigation of the Offence, the 
Houſe was ready to hear him. The Printer thereupon 


begged to know if he was to conſider himſelf as before 


a Court of Judicature, where no Man was to accuſe 


Er Yes, anſwered the Speaker, before the higheſt 
Court 


| ( 26.) 
Court of Judicature. In conſequence of this Infor- 
mation, the Printer replied, he thought the Charge 
ſhould be proved againſt him before he ſaid any thing 
on the Subject, and therefore pleaded Not guilty. Ac- 
cordingly, Evidence was called to prove the buying of 
the Paper at his Houſe, and the Regiſter of News- 
papers from the Stamp office was ordered to attend, to 
prove that the Printer uſed to pay the Duty for Adver- 
tiſements, and then they were ordered to withdraw. 
The Debates on what had paſſed Jaſted ſome Time, 
when the Printer was called in again, and aſked by the 
Speaker, if he had then any thing to offer in his Defence, 
either to diſprove the Act of Publication, or in Miti- 
_ gation of the Offence. This Queſtion embarraſſed the 
Printer much, and he told the Houle, that till he Knew 
whether they had voted him guilty of the Publication, 
he was at a Loſs to anſwer; for if he was not guilty of 
the Publication no Defence could be neceſſary; and a 
Juſtification or Excuſe might contain an Acknow- 


 icdoment of the Publication; that he looked upon 


them as two diſtinct Points, and, if blended together, 
might tend to convict himſelf. Though the Juſtice of 
the Remark ſeemed to be admitted, yet the Speaker 
again put the Queſtion would the Printer offer any 
thing for himſelf, or for the Paper? He then ſpoke in 
the third Perſon; that he underſtood the Printer of the 
St. James's Chronicle had not inſerted the Debates of 
the Repreſentatives of Utopia till after all the other 
News-papers had given Debates of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and that the Paper of Saturday laſt (the one 
before them) was the firſt that had contained ſuch De- 
bates ; that it was then done in ſuch a Manner as he 
ſuppoſed could not give Otfence to that honourable. . 
Houſe ; that ſuch Debates had been given under- dif- 
ferent Heads in the Magazines, and other periodical 
Publications, for many Years back, without any Notice 
being taken of them by that Houſe; and that therefore 
the ſame Method had been adopted, as the leaſt likely 
to give Offence; that an honourable Member of that 
Houſe had aſſured him, 2 of the Member's Friends 
. | on, „ 
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had diſeontinued the paper becauſe it had not the De- 
bates (the Member ſtood forth to the Truth of this 
Aſſertion, having before declared the ſame in his Speech: 
to the Houſe); and that many other Inſtances of a like 
Kind might be produced, to prove the Neceſſity the 
Printer was under to give the Debates, or materially 
injure the Paper. The Printer was now again ordered 
to withdraw. A long Debate enſued upon what had paſſed ; 
after which he was again called in, when addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the Speaker, he declared he would by no means 
have given the Houſe ſuch unneceſſary Trouble, if he 

had not (which he now feared was the Caſe) miſun- 
derſtood the Speaker upon firſt being brought to the 
Bar; that in all. criminal Proſecutions, he knew it was 
common for the Judge to recommend to the Priſoner 
to put himſelf upon his Trial rather than plead guilty, 
and he thought the Speaker's Words ſeemed to convey - 
to him that Advice, that he therefore now ſtood before 
them the avowed Printer of the St. James's Chronicle 

in queſtion, and was extremely ſorry for the Offence he 
bad given the Houſe by that Publication; that if they 
thought proper to. injoin him to diſcontinue ſuch De- 
bates for the future, he would moſt certainly ſubmit ; 
but he begged. they would take into Conlideration, 
that if others were allowed to give them with Im- 
punity, his Paper would ſuffer whilſt acting in oy 
dience to the Orders of the Houſe. 

He was again ordered to withdraw. In the mean- 
time, freſh Bebates aroſe, which laſted till about Two 
Clock in the Morning, when he was ordered in, for 
the laſt Time, to receive the mildeſt Puniſhment that 
Houſe ever inflicts, which was a Reprimand on bis Knees 
for about twenty Minutes, and then diſcharged, paying 
Lis Fees. He was ordered in and out at leaſt twenty 
Times. 

Then the Order of the Day being read, for the At- 
tendance of Thomas Evans ; 

A Motion was made, and the Queſtion was s put, that 

. tne Houſe do now adjourn; 
| Ir paſſed in the Negative. 
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And the Houſe being informed, that the ſaid T bomas 


| Evans did not now attend; 


The Meſſenger, to whom the Order of > + 72 laſt 
was delivered, being called upon to give an Account of 
the Service thereof, acquainted the Houſe, that he 


ſerved the ſaid Order on the ſaid Thomas Evans, per- 


ſonally, Yeſterday at Six of the Clock in the Evening ; 


and that the ſaid Thomas Evans had attended this Day 


accordingly. 
And the Houſe being informed, thar ſome particular 
Circumſtances had obliged him to withdraw pmk 


from his Attendance on this Houſe. 


A Member, in his Place, acquainted the Houſe, that 


he had heard in the Lobby, that the Wife of the faid | 
7 hemas Evans had broke her LS 


_ Ordered, 
That the ſaid Thomas Buans do attend this Houſe up- 


on Tueſdgy Morning next. 


Then the Order of the Day being read, for the At- 


indi of Thomas Wright , 
A Motion was mace, and the Queſtion was 7 that 


the Houſe do now adjourn. 


lt paſſed in the Negative. 


A Motion was made, and the G being Puts 


Pas the ſaid Thomas Wright be diſcharged ; 


It paſſed in the Negative. 
Then the ſaid Thomas Wright was called in; 1 the 


Complaint, which, upon Tueſday laſt, was made tothe 


Houſe, of the printed News Paper, intituled, . The 


* Whitehall Evening-Poft, from 7 hurſday, February 2 28, 
to Saturday, March 2, 1771, printed and ſold by T7. 


* Wright,” as containing the Debates, and miſrepre- 
ſenting the Speeches of ſeveral of the Members, of this 
Houſe, being read to him; he confeſſed, that he is the 
Printer of the ſaid Paper ; that he was forry he had in- 


curred the Diſpleaſure of the Houſe; that he printed 


the Debates therein at the Inſtance of ſeveral Applica- 
tions from his Cuſtomers in the Country; and that he 
was under Apprehenſions, that, if he had not printed 


the ſaid Debates, his Paper would have been. ruined, 
oP that he lubourted himſelt to the Houle, | 
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And then he was directed to withdraw. 

Reſolved, | 
That the ſaid Thomas Wright, in having printed the 
ebates, and miſrepreſented the Speeches of ſeveral 


of the Members, of this Houſe, is guilty of a 2 270 


of the Privilege of this Houſe. 
- Reſolved, 

That the ſaid Thomas urig bt be now brought to the 
Bar; and upon his Knees, reprimanded by Mr. Speaker, 
for his ſaid Offence. 

And he was brought in accordingly ; and, upon his 
Knees, reprimanded by Mr. Speaker ; and was ordered 
to be diſcharged, paying his Fees. 

Then the Order of the Day, for the Attendance of - 


Samuel Bladen, being read, he was called in. 


And the Complaint, which, upon Tueſday laſt, was s 


made to the Houſe of the printed News Paper, intituled, 


„ The General Evening-Peſt, ¶( London,) from 7 burſday, 
* March 7, to Saturday, March 9, 1771,” ſold by 
S. Blagon, being read to him; he confeſſed, that he 
fold the ſaid Paper; and that his Reaſon for printing 
the Speeches therein complained of was, that he ſhould 
have loſt the Sale thereot ; and that the Paper would 
have been ruined ; that Care had always been taken that 
the Paper ſhould give no Offence to this Houſe; and 
that he now came to the Bar with a fixed Reſolution of 
acknowledging his Offence, 

And then he was directed to withdraw. nite 

And a Motion being made, and the Queſtion being 
YTropolſed, that the ſaid Samuel Bladon be diſcharged 
rom any further Attendance on this Houſe ; 

A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being put, 


that the Houſe do now adjourn ; 


Ir paſſed in the Negative. 05 

And the ſaid Samuel Bladen having made ſuch a frank 
and open Declaration of his Senſe of 2 Offence; 
Dradered, Nemint Contradicente, | 

That the ſaid Samuel Bladon be diſcharged from any 
further Attendance on this Houſe. 
The next Name on the Lift of Printess was, J. Mil. 


; 1. ö 0 not "ITY the — to whom the 


Order 


5 (29) * 
Order of Tueſday laſt was delivered, being called 
upon to give an Account of the Service thereof, ac- 
quainted the Houſe, That he went to the Houſe of the 
{aid John Miller, Yeſterday Evening; that he was told 
he was gone into the Country; that he (the Meſſen- 
ger) left a Copy of the ſaid Order at his Houſe ; and 
that, on calling again this Morning, he ſaw the ſaid 
John Miller, who told him, that he had received the 
ſaid Order „ 

Colonel Onſlow then made a Motion, and the Que{- 
tion being propoſed, That the ſaid John Miller be, for 
his Contempt, in not obeying the, Order of the Houſe 
for his Attendance on this Houſe this Day, taken into 
the Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, or his Deputy, 
attending this Houſe : 

It was oppoſed by the Minority, as too precipi- 
tate. An Amendment was moved for the Queſtion, 
by Sir Cecil Wray, That, after the Words for his 
«« Contempt in not obeying the Order of the Houſe this 
„Day (be added) it being now near Four o'Clock 
« on Friday Morning.” a 
However, this Amendment was not carried, and the 


A couſe divided, 73 to 8, on the following Reſolution: 


„e 
„ That the ſaid John Miller be, for his Contempt, 
* in not obeying the Order of the Houſe for his At- 
* tendance on this Houſe this Day, taken into the 
Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, or his Deputy, at- 
A tending this Houſe, . 
Thus ſeemingly ended, this very ſingular Buſineſs (on 
which there were more Diviſions, in the Courſe of two 
Days, than, perhaps, was ever remembered by the oldeſt 
Member, thoſe on the firſt, amounting to 7wenty-tbree ; 
thoſe on the ſecond, to 1hirteen) when an Event took 
Place, which afforded new Matter, | 
John Wheble, the Publiſher of the Middleſex Jour- 
nal, being one of the Perſons named in the King's 
Proclamation, in the London Gazette of the gth of 
March, was this Day (March 15) apprehended as he 
Was going out of his Shop, and forcibly carried mo 
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4.99 ') 
the ſntin Alderman at Guildhall ; who, fortunately 


for the Liberties of this Country, happened to be John 


Wilkes, Eſq; Member for the County of Middleſex 
Mr. Wheble was charged, before the Alderman, with 


being one of the Perſons named in a Proclamation of 


publiſhed in the Gazettes of the Saturday and Tueſ- 
day — No other Charge being exhibited, and Mr. 
Alderman Wilkes adjudging the ſaid Proclamation of the 
our Sovereign void . all legal Authority whatſoever, 
Mr. Wheble was inſtantly diſcharged, and declared to 
be under that Protection of the Laws, which, whoever 
invaded, would incur a much greater Peril than that 
intimated in the Proclamation. The Man who appre- 
hended Mr. Wheble, inſiſted very ſtrenuouſſy, that he 
had the Authority of the firſt Magiſtrate in the King- 
dom for his Conduct, no leſs than his Majeſty. himſelf”; 


that he had been promiſed a Reward, by the Koyal - 


Proclamation, for what he had done ; and therefore 
could not but think his Conduct was legal. The Al- 


derman replied, That the King was the firſt executive, 
but not the firſt judicial Magiftrate i in the Kingdom: 


That the Adminiſtration of criminal Juſtice was, in the 
City of London, placed in the Hands of the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen; that if the pretended Procla- 
mation was the Act of the Sovereign, he acted illegally 
therein, and was not to be obeyed; on the contrary, 
all the /oving Subjects of the King were bound, by 
their Allegiance to their Country, to withſtand every 
arbitrary Force, whether the ſame was countenanced by 
the King, the Lords, or the Commons. "rs 
Nothing further therefore appearing againſt Mr. 
Wheble, than what was recited in that Proclamation, Mr. 
Wheble was ſet at Diberty, and immediately charged 
one Carpenter, with aſſaulting and unlawfully im- 
priſoning him; and, on his maxing Oath of the Of. 


fence, and entering into a Recognizance to proſecute _ 
Carpenter at the next Seſſions in London, Carpenter 


was ordered to find Sureties to anſwer for this Offence ; 
which he did; himſelf being bound in Forty Pounds, 


and his two Sureties in Twenty each; and was there- | 
z. upon 
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upon ciſchaiged. Carpenter requeſted a Certificate 


of his having apprehended Wheble, which was given 
to him: Of wich the following 1 is a Copy. 


e 


. Sis to certify, That John Wheble, the Pub- | 
liſher of the Middleſex Journal, was this Day 


apprehended, and brought before me, one of his Ma- 


jelty's Juſtices of the Peace for the City of London, by 


Edna Twine Carpenter, of Hoſier-Lane, London, 
Printer. 
JOHN WIL. k Es, Alderman. 


5 mmediately after this Mr. Wilkes wrote the fol- 


lowing : : 


To the Right Honourable the Earl of Halifax, one of 
"+45. a 8 Fe e of State. 


„ 
„ | Guiliball, Londen, Maich 15, 1 771. 
My Lord, 


1 Ha the Honour of officiating this Day as the ſitting 


Juſtice at Guildhall. John Wheble, the Publiſher 


of the Middleſex Journal, a Freeman of London, was 
apprehended and brought before me by Edward Twine 
Carpenter, who appears to be neither a Conſtable nor 


= Peace-Officer of this City. I demanded of what Crime 


Wheble was accuſed, and if Oath had been made of his 
having- committed any Felony or Breach of the Peace, 
or if he lay under a Suſpicion ſtrong enough to juſtify 


his Apprehenſion or Detention. Carpenter anſwered, 


That he did not accuſe Wheble of any Crime, but had 


apprehended him merely in conſequence of his Majeſ- 


ty's Proclamation, for which he claimed the Reward of 


Fifty Pounds. As I found there was no legal Cauſe of 
Complaint againſt Wheble, I thought it clearly my Duty 


to adjudge, that he had been apprehended in the City 


legally, in direct Violation of the Rights of an Engliſn- 
man, and of the chartered Privileges of a Citizen of 


this 8 and to — him. He then made 


| a for- 


4 ® 


LSD... *. 
a formal Camplaint of the Aſſault upon The by Cars 

| ed I therefore bound him over to proſecute, «in a 
1zance of Forty Pounds, and Carpenter to ap- 


pear and anſwer the Com laint at the next Quarter 
Seſſions of the Peace for this City, in a Recognizance 
of Forty Pounds himſelf, with two d in Recog- 
nizances of Twenty Pounds each. 
ot I am, my Lord, | 

Your Lordſhip's moſt . 
Right Hon. Earl of Humble Servant, 
Halifax. (Signed) JOHN WILKES. 


The Spirit of Liberty was now gone abroad ; as ap- 
pears by & by the Event which took ;place the fame Day, 
ately after J. Miller, Printer of the London 
Evening Poſt, was, between the Hours of Two and 
Three in the Afternoon, aſſaulted and made a Priſoner 
in his own Houſe, by one William Whittam, a Meſ- 
fenger of the Houſe of Commons. He ſent directly for 
2 Conſtable, to whom he gave the Meſſenger i in — | 
and the Meſſenger did the ſame by him. They pro- 
ceeded together, and with ſeveral other Perſons, who 
were Witneſſes of the Tranſactions, to Guildhall ; but 
the ſitting Juſtice, Mr. Alderman Wilkes, having diſ- 
patched . Buſineſs of the Day, and ſigned the Rota 
Book, was gone to the Manſion-houſe. They went 
immediately there, and made Application to the Lord 
Mayor, who was in his Bed-chamber ill of the Gout. 
The Meſſenger deſired that he might have Leave to 
ſend to Tow Clementſon, Eſq; Deputy-Serjeant at 
Arms, which was granted ; and the Lord Mayor ad- 
jeurned the Hearing of the Buſineſs till Six in the 
Evening. At that — the Lord Mayor, and the 
Aldermen Wilkes and Oliver, heard the Cauſe in 
his Lordſhip's Bed- chamber, Mr. Clementſon being 
preſent as — as the Meſſenger, the Printer, * — 
Morris, Eſq; as his Council, and many other Perſons. 
Mr. Clementſon ſaid, he came from the Speaker of the 
Houſe of Commons to demand both the Me * and 
Mr. Miller, the . winch Demand was refuſed 12 


*r 
1 b 
* * 


. % 
the Lord Mayor, and the Refuſal minuted down by 
the Deputy-Serjeant. The Lord Mayor aſked the. 
Meſſenger what Right he had to apprehend one of 
his Citizens, if he was a Peace-officer in the City, 
and if he had applied to any City Magiſtrate to back 
the Warrant; to all which he anſwered in the Ne- 
gative: Upon this, the Lord Mayor, with a truly 
becoming Spirit fad, EEE 


It is very extraordinary that any Citizen ſhould be taken 


25 "up in the City of Londen, without my Knowledge, or that 
of ſome other City Magiſtrate. If this is permitted to be 


the Caſe, there will be an End of the Conſtitution of this 
Country. I think myſelf bound, ſo long as I have the Ho- 


our of being Chief Magiſtrate of this great City, at the _ 


Hazard even of my Life and all that is dear to me, to pro- 
telt and ſupport the Citizens in the full Enjoyment of their 

Liberties and Franchiſes, 75 which ] canfider myſelf as 

Guardian, by the moſt ſacred Mes. | Ty 


His Lordſhip then ordered the Speaker's Warrant to 
be read, and declared it to be illegal, after which he 
_ diſcharged Miller from the Cuſtody of the Meſſenger. 
Ne proceeded next to the Complaint of the Publiſher 
for the Aſſault and falſe Impriſonment, which was 
clearly proved by the Evidence of John Topping, and 
Robert and Henry Page. The Lord Mayor then aſked 


the Meſſenger for Bail, but he ſaid he had none; and 


Mr. Clementſon declared that the Meſſenger ſbould not 
give Bail. On this Refuſal, the Lord Mayor and the 
two Aldermen ſigned the Mittimus of the Meſſenger of 
the Houſe of Commons to the Compter. As ſoon as 
this was done, Mr. Clementſon ſaid, I waited for this, 
end now I ſee the Warrant of Commitment actually ſigned, 
1 will offer Bail; upon which the Meſſenger was bound 


over for his Appearance in a Recognizance of 401. with 


two Sureties in 201. each, and the Printer in a Recog- 
nizance of 401. to proſecute for the Aſſault and falie 

Impriſonment. The Manſion-houſe was exceedingly 

full of People, but not the leaſt Confuſion or Diſtur- 


bance happened. 1 
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The Followitz are "ve Copies of the Commitment, 
Mitel, by tac Three Magiſtrates, and the e 5 
Warrant for apprehending John Miller: 


To all and every Conſtables and other Officers of the 
Peace for the City of London, and the Liberties 
thereof, whom theſe may concern, and to the . 

of Wood. ſtrect Compter. 


Loxnox, HE SE are, in his Majeſty's Name, | 


to wit. 1 to command you, and every of you, 
forthwith (afely to convey and deliver into the Cuſtody 
of the ſaid Keeper, the Body of William Whittam, 


being charged before us, three of his Majeſty's Juſtices 


.of - Peace.in and for the ſaid City and Liberties, by the 


Oath of John Miller, Henry Page, John Topping, and 


Robert Page, for aſſaulting and unlawfully by Fears 
him the ſaid John Miller, in breach of his ſaid Maj eſty 

E n whom you, the ſaid Keeper, are hereby 11 
to receive, and him in your Cuſtody ſafely keep, for 
Want of Sureties, until he ſhall be diſcharged by due 
Courſe of Law; and for your fo doing, this ſhall be to 
vou, and to each of you, a ſufficient Warrant. Given 


under our Han 8 and Seals this Efrcenth Day of 


March, 1771. 
BRASS CROSBY, Mayor, L. 8. 
JOHN WILKES, L. 8. 
RICHARD OLIVER, L. S 


Copy of the Warrant for apprchending J. Miller, the 
Printer of the London Evening Poſt. 


7HEREAS the Houſe of Commons did, on 
adjudge and order, that J. Miller (for whom the News- 


Thurſday the 14th Day of this Inſtant, March, 


A 5 intituled, The London Evening Poſt, from 


rſday, March 7, to Saturday, March 9, 1771, pur- 

ports to be printed, and of which Paper a Complaint 
as made in the Houſe of Commons on the ſaid 1 4th. 
yu of March) be, for his Contempt in not obeying the 
„Order of the laid Houſe 1 Thurſday the ſaid 25 
Day 


- 


SS ET 
Dey of chis Inſtant March, taken into the Cnſlody of 
the Serjeant at Arms, or his Deputy, Ry che! ſaid 


Houſe. 


Theſe are ie to require you forthwüh to take 
into your Cuſtody the Body ot the ſaid J. Miller, and 
him ſafely keep, during the Pleaſure of the ſaid 
Houſe, and all Mayors, Bailiffs, Sheriffs, Under 

Sheriffs, Conſtables, and Headboroughs, and 
every other Perſons are hereby required to be aid- 
ing or aſſiſting to you or your Deputy in the Execu- 
tion thereof. For which this ſhall be your ſuffi- 
cient Warrant. Given under my Hand, the Fit- 
teenth Day of March, One Thouſand Seven Hun- 


dred and Seventy One. | 
h FLr. NORTON, Speaker. | 


To Nicholas Bonfoy, Eſq; Serjeant at Arms, attending 
the Houſe of Commons, or John Clementſon, his 
Deputy, or Wm.. Witham, one of the e Meliengers of 


8 the Houſe. 


S3oon after Mr. Millers Matter was a Mr. 
Thompſon, Printer of the Gazetteer, was brought to 
the Manſion-Houſe in Cuſtody of one John Cook, Who 
charged him with being one of the Perſons named in 
the King's Proclamation. The Lord-Mayor, who was 
11] of a violent Fit of the Gout, being almoſt worn out 
with the laſt Buſineſs, which had continued full two 
Hours, deſired to refer the Matter to Mr. Oliver, who 
immediately entered into an Examination of the Af- 
fair. Mr. Morris alſo attended upon this Occaſion, as 
Counſel for Mr. Thompſon ; and as effectually over- 
turned, by his Argument, the King's Proclamation, 
as he had before done the Speaker's Warrant. The 
Alderman adjudged the Proclamation entirely illegal; 

that it did not admit a Shadow of Doubt, but that it 
was not more illegal than the Speaker's Warrant; for 
the King might as well have a Power to apprehend and 


5 puniſh, as the Houſe of Commons. Accordingly Mr. 
ha 52 Thompſon, 


AB 
Thompſon was immediately diſcharged ; the Man whe 
had apprehended him, then deſired a Certificate of his 
having acted in purſuance of the Proclamation, in order 
to obtain the Reward of Po ifty Pounds, which was im- 
mediately granted. 

Whilſt the City Magiſtrates were thus acting with an 
Independency of Conttitutional Spirit that will ever re- 
flect the higheſt Honour on their Characters; the Pub- 
lic were impatient to know what would be the Reſult of 
the Commons on theſe Proceedings - their Curioſity 
did not lie long dormant, for the Monday following, 
(March 18) the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, 
(after an Order of the Houſe for Summoning all the 
Members, for particular Service) acquainted them of 
an Inſult on the Authority of the Houſe, by a Com- 
mitment of their Meſſenger. 

The Deputy Serjeant at Arms was called in, who ac- 
quainted the Houſe, that by Order of the Speaker he 
went to the Manſion Houſe, where he found the Meſ- 
ſenger, who had the Warrant to apprehend J. Miller, 
the Printer of the London Evening-Poſt, in Cuſtody of 
a Conftable. That the Lord Mayor aſked him on what 
Account he apprehended Mr. Miller? The Meſſenger 
anſwered, by Warrant from the Speaker. The Mayor 
aſked if the Warrant was backed by a City Magifies f 
He ſaid not. That Mr. Morris acted as Council for 
Os and pleaded four Defects in the Warrant. 

. That calling it by Order of the Houſe of Com- 
mons was noDeſcription of the Houſe , it ought to have 
ſaid, in Parliament aſſembled. 

2. That it was no Deſcription of the Perſon to be ap- 
prehended, as it run to apprehend J. Miller, which in 
Law would not juſtify a Warrant. 

That the Crime was not ſpecified i in the Warrant, 
which i it ought to have been. 

4. That it was not a ſufficient Deſcription of the 
Speaker, who had ſigned the Warrant. 

On theſe Reaſons, "and as Mr. Miller was a Claes of 
the City of London, the _ or diſcharged him from 
the Mellenger, 

That 
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That the Printer then proceeded to 8 an Aſſault 
againſt the Meſſenger, and proved it by two or three 
Witneſſes, that the Meſſenger laid hold on him in his 
Shop. The Lord Mayor ſaid, this was a Breach of the 
Peace, but he might give Bail. This he refuſed to do; 3 
on which a Warrant was filled up, to commit the Meſ- 
ſenger to the Compter; which was ſigned by the Lord 
Mayor, Meſſ. Wilkes, and Oliver; on that, he offered 
Bail, which was accepted. 
Mr. Welbore Ellis, then ſaid, that as, in this Affair, 
the Name of one of the Members (the Lord Mayor) had 
been mentioned, it would be neceſſary to have him pre- 
- ſent, when the Affair was examined, and therefore 


moved, that the Lord Mayor ſhould be ordered to at- 


tend in his Place the next day. 
This Motion being 1 ſeconded by Mr. Onſlow the fol- | 
lowing Debate enſued ; ?- 
Mr. Alderman Oliver informed the Houſe, that the 
Lord-Mayor, was very ill with the Gout, or would cer- 
tainly have been in his Place To-day. 
Mr. Alderman Sawbridge juſtified the Conduct of 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, and faid, He did not 
riſe to defend them, but to return them his warmeſt 
Thanks and Acknowledgments. He recommended it 
to the Houſe, to follow the Example of the worthy 
Magiſtrate ; he deſired them to begin in their Debate 
on this Queſtion, by firſt inquiring, How ſtands the 
Law? and then, How far their Speaker's Warrant cor- 
reſponds with the Law ? He then read to them Lord 
Chief Juſtice Coke's Comment in the ſecond Part of his 
| Initicutes on the 29th Chapter of Magna Charta; by 
which it appears, that in every Warrant four Things 
are eſſentially neceſſary ; 1. Lawful Authority, in that 
particular Caſe, in him who iſſues the Warrant, 2. That 
the Warrant be under his Hand and Seal. 3. A law- 
Ful Cauſe of Commitment. And, 4. A lawful Conclu- 
ion to the Warrant; i. e. and him ſafely keep until he be 
 aiſcharged by due Courſe of Law. Mr. Sawbridge de- 
nied that the Speaker's Warrant had —_—_ one of theſe 
Jour neceſſary Ingredients. He denied, That the 
Speaker 
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Speaker, or the Houſe, had any lawful Authority in 


this particular Caſe. 2. He ſaid the Warrant was with- 
out Seal. 3. He ſaid the Warrant did not contain a 


Hawful Cauſe of Commitment. And, 4. The Conclufron 
of it made it abſolutely illegal and abominable, even if 


all the other Parts of it had been juſt :. for it orders 
the Impriſonment to be during the Pleaſure of that 
Houle. 5 EE | TY 
Lord George Germaine inſiſted on the Power of the 
Houſe in its utmoſt Extent. He made Uſe of Irony to 
prove the Warrant lawful, and Mr. Sawbridge ridicu- 
lous : He ſaid, addreſſing himſelf to the Speaker, No 
Doubt, it is very probable, and this Houſe will eaſily 
believe, that you, Sir, who are ſo totally unacquaint- 
« ed with the Law and the Forms of Warrants, have 
ijſſued an illegal and in formal Warrant: the Houſe 
<« will as eaſily perceive how natural and probable it is 
that the learned Alderman, whoſe peculiar Province 
<« it is to be well ſkilled in all the little Forms and nice 


„ Subtleties of the Law, that he ſhould have diſco- 


e yered what eſcaped you, Sir; and this Houſe will 
« accordingly form their Opinion, of the Formality 
<« and legality of the Warrant, on that of the learned 
« Alderman, rather than on that of their Speaker.” 

Sir Gilbert Elliot likewiſe attacked Mr. Sawbridge : 
Among othef Things he ſaid, It was notorious there 
were ſome Perſons deſirous of overturning the Conſti- 


% 


tution. 1 

Mr. Sawbridge replied to Lord George Germaine, 
That it was not the Opinion of Mr. Sawbridge, 
oppoſed to that of Sir Fletcher Norton, on a Point of 
Law; but the Opinion of Lord Chief Juſtice Coke, 
who was out of the Reach of Preferment, oppoſed to 
that of the living Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, 
who might perhaps hereafter be a Chief Juſtice. He 


ſaid, he would not pretend abſalutely to aſſert, that the 


Votes and Opinions of the Lawyers, given in that 


Houſe, was the Cauſe of their Promotion to the Bench; 


but this he could fay, that the Chief Juſtice of one of 


the Courts in Weſtminſter-Hall, and two other Judges 


= on 


„ = 

on the ſame Bench, had not loft any Preferment by the 
Vote which they gave, and the Opinion they maintain - 
ed, for the ſeating Colonel Luttrell in that Houſe as 
Member for Middleſex : And he wiſhed the Houle to 
conſider whether ſo ſpeedy a Promotion of three ſach 
Voters to be Judges, might not be a little Inducement 
to Lawyers in future to give fimilar Votes and Opinions 
in ſimilar Caſes. —To Sir Gilbert Elliot he replied, that 
it was too true there were certainly /ome Perſons not only 
deſirous, but very active and powerful to overturn the 
Conſtitution. He ſaid there were ſome likewiſe who were 
open enough to avow their Wiſhes: He ſaid there was 
a Miniſterial Member of that Houſe who no longer 

than Sunday Morning laſt, declared publickly before 
more than twenty Perſons, that «© he hoped he ſhould 
ſee the King of England more abſolute than the King 
of Pruſſia; that he had bought his Conſtituents and 
would ſell them as he pleaſed; that his Conſtituents 


vx had once had the Impudence to inſtru him, and that 


be had w—d his B-—h with their Inſtructions.” 

= Upon this, many Members cried out—Name him !— 
Name bim! Mr. Sawbridge ſaid, he was under the 
Orders of that Houſe, and if he was directed to name 
him, he would very readily do fo, and undertake to bring 
very numerous and reſpectable Evidence to the Bar of 
that Houſe. However the naming of this Member was 


f | over-ruled by the miniſterial Gentry ; for almoſt each 
= began to tremble for himſelf, fuch Declarations having 


having been pretty publicly made by great Numbers of 
them. 5 DE... 1 
The Hon. Capt Phipps, according to his conſtant 

Cuſtom, took the moſt conſtitutional Ground of -any 


Member ia the whole Debate: He differed from thoke 
who ſupported this Power in the Houſe, and who 


pretended it neceſſary to their Dignity and Authority. 
He did not think that to maintain the juſt and 
proper Privileges and Authority of that Houſe, ic 
was neceſſary to take away the deareſt Rights of the 
8 5 „ 
Ge | Sir 
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_* likewiſe ordered to attend in 1 his Place to- morrow. 


(4⁰ 

Sir William Meredith, as far as he went, agreed with 
his Friend Captain Phipps, and ſhewed that his Prin- 
ciple was ſtronger in him than his Connexions, and that 


he had gained over himſelf the moſt difficult Victory 


which an honeſt Man can obtain. 
Sir George Yonge did his Duty as a Man and an 


Engliſhman. 


Mr. Trecothick ſpoke like an honeſt Man, and; A 
worthy Repreſentative of the City of London. 

Colonel Barre, in anſwer to Sir Gilbert Elliot, who 
had ridiculed the Importance of the City of London, 


ſaid, that if the City of London had thoſe ſnug Sinecures 


and lucrative Employments in their Diſpoſal, which that 
Gentleman was known to be ſo fond of, that Gentleman's 
Style would be altered ; and the City of London would 
then receive all that Adulation and Obedience from 

him which he now beſtows on thoſe who can and do 


| beſtow Sinecures and lucrative Employments. 


Colonel Onſlow ſeem'd mortified at the Liberties 


taken with him by ſeveral Members, and intreated the 


Protection of the Houſe, that his Name might not (in 
the manner it had been) be coupled with the Epithers 
of Little Cocking George, &c. &c. 

At length Sir William Meredith moved to adjourn 
the Debate, in which he was ſeconded by Mr. — 
Sir John Griffin moved an Amendment, which was to 
give the Reaſon of the Adjournment, by adding Ae 
Lord Mayor being ill. 

The Miniſtry having carried the Queſtion againſt Sir 


John Griffin's Amendment, and likewite againſt Sir Wil- 


liam Meredith's Adjournment, at length carried the 
main. Queſtion for the Lord Mayor's Attendance in 


his Place, and it was therefore ordered that“ Braſs 


** Croſby, Eſq; Lord Mayor of the City of London, 
do attend this Houſe in his Place to- morrow Morning, 


it his Health ſhall permit.“ 


The Lord Mayor thus diſpoſed of, Sir Joſeph Maw- 
bey moved © That Mr. Oliver being now abſent, be 


Mr. 


FI 41 ) 

Mr. Alderman. Oliver roſe and ſaid, that though it 
1 not been the Pleaſure of the Gentlemen on the 
Treaſury Bench to ſec him, he had been in his Place all 
the Day. that without any Order of the Houſe he would 
attend. to- morrow, and every Day during the Seſſions of 
Parliament; that the Act which they "complained of, 
and for which they had honoured the Lord Mayor with 

their Reſentment, he had adviſed and perſuaded the 
Lord Mayor to do; that he had himſelf joined in 
the Act; that as long as he continued a Magiſtrate he 
ſhould obey the Laws and his Oath without any Regard 
to their Reſolutions or illegal Orders; and that he ſhould 
repeat the ſame Offence, as they were pleaſed to term 
it, as often as the ſame Caſe ſhould occur. 

The Miniſtry made no Reply to Mr. Alderman 
| Oliver; and it being Midnighr che Houſe ſoon after 
broke u 

Accordingly on Tueſday, March 19, the Land! Mayor 

came from the City, attended by a great Croud of re- 
ſpectable People, as the Supporter of their Liberties. 
On the Evidence being read to him, he ſaid, he had 
acted as he was charged; that his Oath was (as Lord 
Mayor) to preſerve inviolate the Franchiſes of the City; 
that the City Charters exempted them from any oth 
Law Proceſs being ſerved, but by their own Officers ; ; 
that their Charters were recognized by Act of Par- 
liament. On this Account he had diſcharged Miller, 
who was not apprehended by a City Oincer. "That when 
an Aſſault was ſworn againſt che Meſſenger, he was 
compelled by the Duty of his Oitice, to oblige him to 
find Bail, or commit him; that he defired to be heard 
by Council, in reſpect to che Charter and Act of Par- 
liament, not ſo mach on his own Account, as for the 
City he was Chief Magiſtrate of. 
A Debate then enſued, whether he ſhould be 
heard by Council or not, but his Illneſs making ic 
impoſſible to ſtay, the Houſe permitted him to retire, 
which he did, accompanied by many thouſand Citizens. 

The Debate was adjourned to F riday. 5 
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Mr. Trecothick then made a Motion, that the Lord 
Mayor be heard by Council, he having declared, that 
what he did was in conſequence of his Oath, and the 

_ Charters of the City of London. 

Lord North accuſed Treeothick of getting a Motion 
made unfairly, as he was in poſſeſſion of the Houle ; ſaid, 
he had only aſked Mr. Trecothick a Queſtion, who 
| ſtanding up to anſwer, had taken the Opportunity to 
mike his Motion. Lord North intended, on getting an 
Anſwer, to have made a Motion, that the Clerk of the 
Lord Mayor do attend with the Book in which tha 
Recognizances are entered, that the Meſſenger might be 
delivered from Confinement. 

As the Minority would not give up the Queſtion, he 
moved the. previous Queſtion, that that Queſtion be 
now put; a diſorderly Debate enſued, in which two cr 
three Things were debated at once, but as the Queſtion. 
of Council was firſt determined, the Arguments for 
allowing Council were, that as the Lord Mayor did 
not deny the Privilege of the Houſe, but only claimed 
an Exemption from that Privilege, by Charters and Acts 
of Parliament, it was properly a Queſtion to be debated 
by Lawyers; that if the City really had this Exemption, 
it was a direct Anſwer to the Acculation ; that an Act 
of Parliament would undoubtedly deſtroy the Privilege 
of this Houle, as it was an Act of the whole Le- 
gillature. 

On the contrary, it was faid, that this Houſe did 
never allow Council to be heard againſt the Privileges or 
the Houſe; that nothing could be argued but an Ex- 
emption of the City, which was itt king at the Root o 
the Authority of the Houle. 

Bur the Miniſtry did not chuſe to negative the 
Queſtion, and theretore carried the previous Queſtion, 
that it be not now put, 202 to 79. 

Lord North then moved, that the Lord May 'Or's 
Clerk do attend to-morrow ch the Book of ices 
this was ſupported by Mr. Wedderburn and C. Fox, 
they ſaid, that the Honour of the Houſe was Conceffied 
in vindicating their own Act. that having ordered their 


Meſſenger 
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Mefienger to apprehend Miller, he could not be guil-- 
ty of an Aſſault in Execution of his Office; that 
it was moſt Diſgraceful for the Houſe to ſuffer their 
Servant, who had equal Protection with any Member, 
or even the Speaker, to remain one Inſtant in Confine- 
ment. Mr. Dowdeſwell and Mr. Dunning, on the 
contrary, urged, That this Step was, as yet, prema- 
ture; firſt, as it would prejudge the Queſtion againſt 
the Lord Mayor; as it would be ſaying the Houle had 
ated right; which was yet in iſſue, Second, That, 
in Caſes of Breach of the Peace, there was no Privilege. 
Now, if the Mayor had done right, if the City had ſuch 
_ Exemption, the ſeizing Miller muſt be conſtrued a 
— Breach of the Peace; and therefore the Meſſenger had 
no Claim to Privilege. Mr. Dunning put ſome very 
_ ſtrong Cafes to prove this; but the Miniftry carried their 
Point, 188 to 36. + G4 : 
March 20. Mr. Trecothick moved, That the Lord 
Mayar having deſired to be heard by Council (having 
acted, as he did on his Oath of Office, in Conformity to 
the City Charters, ſuppoſed to be confirmed by Act of 
Parliament) ſhould be allowed his Requeſt on that Point. 
Sir George Savile obſcrved, That it was ſaid to be 
the Rule of this Houſe, that Council be not admitted 
to debate on the Privileges of the Houſe, that this 
Rule ought not to exiſt, as it would be the higheſt In- 
juſtice to prevent any Perſon accuſed before that 
_ Houſe, to make his Defence; that, in making his 
Defence, he might be obliged to plead to the Juriſdiction 
ot the Court, or, in other Words, diſpute their Privi- 
lege; that it would be the higheſt Injuſtice, and not 
agreeable to any of the Law Courts below, to prevent 
ſuch Plea. There could be no Reaſon that ſuch Per- 
{on ſhould not make Uſe of the ſame Plea by Council 
as he could by himſelf ; that it would, by no Means, 
take it out of the Hand of the Court, who would de- 
cide the Merits of ſuch Plea; that if ſuch a Rule Gul 
exiſt, at could not be applied to the preſent Caſe ; that 
the Plea of the Lord Mayor was not againſt the Privi- 


legs of the Houſe, but againſt the Exemption of that 
os 1785 G 2 Power. 
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Power, to be exerciſed where” he pleaded an Ex. 
emption. 

He appealed to the Feelings of the Houſe, whether, 


when Council was allowed in all Courts of Juſtice, to 


every Criminal, even in High Treaſon, this Houſe alone 
ſnould act on ſuch unjuſt Principles as to deny ſuch 


Aid. 


The Miniſtry refuſed to agree to this; they And 
the Rule, though they could bring no Inſtance, except 
in the Reign of their Favourite, Henry VIII. when 
Council was denied to a Sheriff of London, who was 
accuſed at their Bar; that, as the Motion now ſtood, 
it plainly gave Powe? to the Council, to be heard 
againſt their Privilege; to ſhew, therefore, the Extent 
of this Motion, they moved an Amendment, by ad- 
ding, viz. That this Houſe cannot exerciſe or inforce 
their Orders in the City of London. 

This was oppoſed by the Minority, and the Debate | 
was carried on with Coolne!s and Argument for nine or 
ten Hours, 

The Minority pleaded Reaſon, and the alt 


Uſage of the Courts below; the Miniſtry pleaded the 
Cuſtom of Parliament : On a Diviſion, the Amend- 


* 


ment was carried 175 to 83. 
The whole Queltion was then chrown out unani- 
mouſly. | 
The Miniſtry then moved (by General Conwa a tber 
the Lord Mayor be heard by Council, fo as the Ceantl 
do not affect er controvert the Privilege of the Houſe. 
This the Minority proteſted againſt as a Mockery; 
it was, opening the Mouths of Council, and, at the 
ſame Time, telling them, they ſhould not ſpeak; as it 
would be impoſſible to plead the Lord Mayor's Caſe 


Without, in ſome Degree, controverting the Privilege 


of the Houſe : The Motion carried. 
The Orders of the Day were then read; the firſt was 
for the Attendance of Mr. Wilkes. 
Sir J. Mawbey then ſaid, when I made the Motion origi- 


* 4 for the Attendance bf Mr. Wilkes, did! it without 


any Communication, directly or indirectly, with him on 


we 


( 45) 


the Subject, and without, knowing whether i it would or 
would not be agreeable to him. I deſired this Attend- 
ance, becauſe he appeared to me to be equaily criminal 
if any Criminality. had been incurred, which I deny, 
with the worthy Chief Magiſtrate, who has been ordered 
to attend in his Place; he was: aiding. aſſiſting, and 
adviſing, in the Steps that led to the Commitment of 
the Meſſenger for an Afſſault, which has given ſuch 
Umbrage to the Houſe. Iwill go farther, and fay, 
though it is not yet come out in Evidence before the 
Houle, that every Gentleman knows, that after this 
Houle had addrefſed the Crown to advertiſe a Reward 
for apprehending the Printers, and when, in conſe- 
quence of a Proclamation for that Purpoſe, one of 
them was ſo apprehended, Mri Wilkes firſt began the: 
Inſult on what you call your Privilege, diſcharged the 
Printer, and bound the Perſon over, in a Recognizance, 
to anſwer for uch A pprchenſion. If any Thing crimi- 
nal has been done, he is certainly the greateſt Criminal; 
and yet Gentlemen who have felt fo much for the Ho- 
nour and Privilege of the Houſe, betrayed a Difooſition 
to take no Sort of Notice of him. I thought he ſhould 
be orclered to attend, and, in conſequence, he was di- 
rected to attend this Day. I have not ſeen, him ſince; 
but when I came to attend my Duty here, I had this 
Letter put into my Hands, in the Lobby, by a Gentle 
man ſent by him, which is now unopened, and which I. 
was deſired to deliver tothe Speaker, in the: Name of 
Mr. Wilkes: I deliver it accordingly, and dei it 5 
be wech of whicbabe tet a Copy. 


1 Ke. 125 London, March 20, 1777. | 


This Marning 3 an Order commanding ng my 
Attendance this: Day in the Houle of Commons. 1 


obſerve that no Notice is taken of me in your Order as a 
Aecmber;oj the Houſe, and that L am not fequired td at- 
tend in m ace. Both theſe Circumſtances, acgord- 
ing to the ſettled Form, ought. to have bgen mentioned. 
m my Gaſt, and I hold) them abſolutely; indiſpenſable. 


In the Name: of bhe Freeholders of Middleſex 1 again 
demand 


(46) 
demand my Seat in Parliament, having the Honour of 


being freely choſen by a very great Majority one of the 


Repreſentatives for the ſaid County. I am ready to 
take the Oaths preſcribed by Law, and to give in my 
Qualification as Knight of the Shire. When 1 have 
been admitted to my Seat, I will immediately give the 
Houſe the moſt exact Detail, which will neceſſarily 


comprehend 2 full Juſtification of my Conduct, rela- 


tive to the late z{legal Proclamation, equally injurious 


to the Honour of the Crown and the Rights of the Sub- 


jects, and likewile the whole Buſineſs of the Printers. I 


have acted entirely from a Senſe of Duty to this great 


City, whoſe Franchiſes I am ſworn to maintain, and to 


my Country, whoſe noble Conſtitution I reverence, 


and whoſe Liberties, at the Price of my Blood, to the 
Hſt Moment of my Life, I will Defend and Support. 


I am, SIR, 
Your moſt humble e | 
JOHN WIL KES, 
Rig ht Honourable Sir Fletcher | = 
Norton, Knight. 


Sir Fletcher Norton then roſe, and ſpoke to the fol 
lowing purport : 
F mult complain to the Houſe of the Honourable 


Gentleman's diſreſpect to me perſonally, and of the In- 


dignity offered to the Houſe, in not delivering ſooner 
the Letter into my Hands: he ought in Candour to 


Rave given it me earlier in the Day; I will not look at 


the Contents, it ſhall not be opened now it is uſing me 
with want of Reſpect; and I ſubmit to the Houle, 
whether the Honourable Gentleman's Conduct does not 
deſerve: Reprehenſion. How can I tell whether the 
Letter he proper or not to be communicated to the 
Houſe till T have read it: I have received many Letters 
lately, the Contents of which have been very improper, 
and if I was to give them to ws Hoſe, T ſhould think 
en . g. 

After tis there was a rent cry of bow, hea, * 


Gentlemen near the Trea y Bench, a8 it [hey aſſented 
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„ . 
to the Propriety of the Speaker's Rebuke of Sir 
Joſeph. „1 „ 
Mr. Dyſon objected to the Letter being read. N 
Sir Joleph Mawbey. I truſt the Candour of the 
Houſe will permit me to explain my Conduct, which 
you, Sir, have conſidered as unparliamentary, and per- 
ſonally diſreſpectful to you. So far from meaning diſ- 
reſpect to you, Sir, in not delivering the Letter into your 
Hands ſooner, I conſidered I ſhould have been diſor- 
derly if I had not kept it till the Order of the Day had 
been read for Mr. Wilkes's Attendance. The Letter, 
though directed for you, was meant for the Houſe; it 
relates to an Order of the Houſe ; you, Sir, are the 
Servant of the Houſe ; I had the Letter put into my 
Hands after Two o'Clock, in the Lobby; if I had in- 
terrupted the private Buſineſs, which you and the 
Houſe were then engaged in, or had interfered with the 
important Motion which has engaged the Attention of 
the Houle for ſo many Hours, I ſhould have thought 
my Conduct would indeed have been improper. I 
meant no diſreſpect to you; I could mean none; and 1 
am ſtill of Opinion, that the only proper Time to de- 
liver the Letter was when the Name of Mr. Wilkes was 
regularly brought before you by the Order of the Day, 
and when the noble Lord was about to renew the Order 
for his Attendance. ng : 
Mr. De Grey. I can ſee, Sir, that it is intended to 
delay the Proceedings of the Houſe. My Lord Mayor's 
Tlnefs is to put it off one Day, then the Buſineſs of the 
two Aldermen is to be conſidered ; they want to become 
conſpicuous : I hope this Houſe will not gratify Mr. 
Wilkes, or the worthy Alderman ; I would not trouble 
myſelf about them; they want to make a Prorogation 
neceſſary , I ſhall oppoſe any Proceedings againſt them; 
I will not gratify their Deſire of being conſpicuous, 
and of becoming important; and I hope we ſhall pro- 
ceed in aſſerting our Privileges without delay. 1 
- Lord John Cayendiſh, I do not riſe to ſay a Word 
about the Letter. I do not care whether it be read or 
not, but when Gentlemen talk of Delay, I muſt * 


| 1 
them that it is a Buſineſs which they have brought 
before us, and they do not mean, I hope, to prevent a 
fair Diicuſſion of that Subject, which they themſclves 
have introduced. When To there been any Delay ? 
41he Lord Mayor thought Council neceſſary. You | 

deny heought to have it in ſupport ot the City's Charter. 
A Debate enſues; where is the Delay? Gentlemen 
ſhould not have brought the Complaint before us, if 
they did not mean to give Time fuliy to hear before we . 
came to a Deciſion upon it. 5 

Mr. Dowdeſwell. I know nothing of the Letter that 
has been delivered to you, Sir, but I chink my honourable 
Friend behind me perfectly right in the Time he took 
to preſent it. The Letter may contain the Reaſons 
why Mr. Wilkes has not choten to appear iu conſe- 
quence of your Order; it therefore comes properly 
when the Order reſpecting him 1s read. Now I am up, 

I deſire to aſk why we have heard nothing of the Pro- 

clamation? Is diſcharging a Perſon apprehended in con- 

ſequence of an Addreis of this Houle, leis an Offence 
againſt the Privileges of it, than binding over your 

Meſſenger to appear for an Aſſault? Is it becauſe the 

Proclamation wa? illegal, that Gentlemen are fo tender 

on that Ground ? I ſuppoſe we are to hear ſomething 

about it; they muſt allow, if the Proclamation was 
legal, the Diſcharge was not ſo; and yet we have heard 
nothing about it. Mr. Twine Carpenter ſeizes the 

Perſon of Mr. Wheble, in conſequence of the Procla- 

mation ; he 1s forced to give a Recognizance for his 

Appearance for an Aſſault, and yet you take no Care 

of him. 

Mr. Wedderburn, Solicitor-General. Whether the 
Proclamation be legal or not, I ſhall not now ſay; I 
haye never given that Queſtion any Diſcuſſion. TI hope 
that Proclamation will never come here; the Courts of 
Law are the proper Places to determine that Queſtion. , 
and not the Houſe of Commons. I hope the Legality 
of Proclamation, reſpecting the Crown, will never come 
to be diſcuſſed any-where. As to the Affair of Mr. 
T7 wine Carpenter, that the honourable Gentleman has 
mentioned, 


= 


| „„ 55 
mentioned, I am againſt giving any Support to him; 
as I underſtand it, the Man is Mr. Wheble's Devil. 
Wheble was arreſted by his own Devil; he was diſ- 
charged out of the illegal Arreſt of this Devil; the 
Devil was bound over to anſwer; whether Printer beats 
Devil, or Devil beats Printer, is of no Conſequence; 
there may be the Devil to do; there will be the Devil 
to pay; if the Devil has had the Reward that was ad- 
vertiſed, the Devil bes fairly outwitted the noble Lord 
near me; whether he has, or has not, I do not know, 
but I hope this Houſe will have nothing to do 
with him. | ü DB | | 
Lord North. I move, that Mr. Wilkes may attend 
this Houſe on Monday Morning next. = | 
Jerry Dyſon ſeconded the Motion. | 

Mr. S:ymour. I riſe to ſay one Word to the Pro- 
clamation. No Man ſeems bold enough to ſupport it. 
It was illegal; and I will bring the Queſtion before 
the Conſideration of this Houſe, before the Seſſion 
be ended. . : 7 
Sir Joſeph Mawbey attempted to read ſeveral Times 
a Copy of the Letter ſent by Mr. Wilkes, but was as 
often called to Order, and ſtopped. In the Courſe of 
this Buſineſs ſome Miſtakes, and ſome jocular Ex- 
preſſions, created Laughter: After this he ſaid, J ſub- 
mit to the noble Lord's Conſideration, whether he will 
chuſe to renew the Order for Mr. Wilkes's Attendance ; 
I believe ſuch Order will not be complied with. I was 
at firſt, am till, and ſhall continue of Opinion to the 
laſt Hour of my Life, that he ought to attend in his 
Place, and— 2, 3 15 
General Conway. I cannot fit ſtill, and hear the 


= honourable Gentleman go on in vilifying and arraigning 


the Acts of the Houle, in violation of all Order and 
Decency. The honourable Gentleman knows the 
Houſe has decided long ſince the Middleſex Election. 
I will not ſuffer the Proceedings of che Houſe to be 
called in queſtion in this Manner: It is making a Ri- 
dicule of our Reſolutions, and turning them into But- 
foonery. I have no perſonal Diſreſpect to the ho- 
RE 0 | nourable 
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rourable Gentleman, but I think every Member bounft 
to ſupport the Honour of the Houſe. He attempts'to 
read the Letter, after having diſclaimed a Knowledge of 
its Contents. No Man ſhall arraign the Acts of the 
Houſe. If this is ſuffered, there is an End of all 
Order; and I call upon the Houſe to ſupport its own 
Reſolutions, in which I think its Honour and Dignity 
are concerned. | f 

Mr Solicitor-General. agree in Opinion with that 
honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, in thinking the 
honourable Gentleman diſorderly, and that we ought 
to proceed to the Conſideration of this Matter, which 
includes in it the very Being and Exiſtence of Parlia- 
ment, with the moſt ſober and ſerious Attention. I am 
ſorry to ſce ſuch a Subject treated with Levity it is 
unbecoming the Importance of the Subject. 

Mr. Cavendiſh. 1 ſpeak to Order. Sir, I think the 
honourable Gentleman regular in what he ſaid; I ap- 
5 any Man has a Right to arraign any Act of 

arliament that he thinks improper, and that wants 
Correction and Alteration, if he can give his Sentiments 
the utmoſt Freedom in ſpeaking of an Act of Par- 
liament, much more in ſpeaking of a Reſolution of this 
Houſe. I think he had Right to ſay what he did; he 
faid, he thought Mr. Wilkes ought to attend in his 


5 Phice ; where is the Harm ur that? L do. not think he 


was diforderly. 


Mr. Charles Fox. 1 ſpeak to Order. The Words 
were not taken down; but the honourable Gentleman 
fad, Mr. Wilkes ought to attend in his Place. The 


Houſe has determincd he has 0 Place in this Aſſembly 


that Determination cannot be altered: I, for one, 
will not ſuffer any Reflection on the Proceeding of the 


Houſe; they ought not to be borne ; the Houſe cannot 


ſuffer it. 

Sir Joſeph Mawbey. If the Houſe is of Opinion 
that T ought not to go into any Arraignment of paſt 
Proceedings, I am ſure J will not attempt it; but I 
hope to be permitted to reply to ſome Things that have 


. Fallen from the honourable Gentlemen who: have called 


me 


me to Order. The 1 Gentleman under the 
Gallery ſaid, that on firſt giving in the Letter, I diſ- 
claimed a Knowledge of its Contents. Sir, I inſiſt upon 
it I ſaid no ſuch Thing; I am in the Judgment and 
Recollection of the Houſe; I did not, I could not 
mean to ſay any thing like it. The Letter was given 
me by a Gentleman in the Lobby; he gave me at the 
lame time the Copy I attempted to read in Mr. Wilkes's 
own Hand-writing. I had fome Doubts in my own 
Mind, whether the Houſe would receive the Letter; if 
they ſhould not, I always intended to communicate the 
Contents as Part of my Speech. I was glad to know 
the Contents for another Reaſon, that I might put no- 
thing indecent or improper into your Hands. I cau- 
tiouſly avoided ſaying any thing that might look like 
an Ignorance of the Contents of the Letter; the ho- 
nourable Gentleman, therefore, was totally -miſtaken, 
when he ſaid I had diſclumed a Knowledge of the Con- 
W tents of the Letter. I did not expect, after the very 
lively, pleaſant, and jocular Manner in which the learned 
Council has entertained the Houſe lately, that he, above 
all Men, would have reflected upon my not being ſe- 
W:ous; J was pleaſed with his Pleaſantry, becauſe it 
Wrelieved the Houſe very much, after a Debate that has 
been very long, and of a Sort not in general the moſt 
entertaining. I poſſeſs none of that Gentleman's Fa- 
$cu.ties. If the Houſeever laughs at any thing that falls 
from me, it muſt be at my Abſurdities. An honourable 
Gentleman has talk'd of Buffoonery; Is it then Buf- 
EK oonery to give the Houſe an Account of the Reaſons. 
hich induced a Gentleman who was ordered to attend 
you, to refuſe ſuch Attendance ? I wiſhed to have given 
them the Letter; ſince that is denied me, I am to tell 
he Houſe, that Mr. Wilkes refuſes, and will refuſe to 
attend you, becauſe the Order was not made out for him 
o attend in his Place. He ſays, what you, I know, will 
eny, that he was duly elected Knight of the Shire for 
he County of Middleſex, by agreat Majority of the Free- 
olders of that County; that he ſtill conſiders himſelf = 
d be, what you will alſo deny, the legal Repreſentative 


H 2 =» of 


; ( 52 ) 
of that County; he inſiſts on taking his Seat in this 
Houſe, and ſays, he cannot attend, unleſs the Order be 
made out in the uſual Manner for a Member. An ho. 
nourable Gentleman ſays, he delires to take no Notice 
of Mr. Wilkes, nor Mr. Oliver, becauſe it will render 
them important. Will not that Argument have as 
much Weight when applied to my Lord Mayor? That 
Magiſtrate, my honourable Friend, was before high in 
the Eſtimation of his F cllow-citizens. I believe his late 
Conduct will not diminiſh his Reputation. He will take 
no Notice of Mr. Wilkes, or Mr. Oliver, Will you 
fuffer them then again to commit your Meſſenger ? Is 
Mr. Wilkes to be conſidered as above, or beneath the 
Law ? Will he not again _ our Priſoners ? Theſe i 
Argument I ſubmit to the Noble Lord, as a Reaton 8 
why he could conſider whether in his Mind he ſhould ; 
— Mr, Wilkes again to attend. ; 
Lord North's Motion was agreed to. 7 
The Houte having fat till Three o Clock in the Morn- I 
ing, adjourned to the 22d of March. i 
March 22. The Order of the Day, for the Attend. 
ance of Mr, Alderman Oliver, being read, 9 
Mr. Welbore Eliis moved, That he now be proceeded iſ 
againſt. He urged, T hat the Caſe of the Lord Mayor, 
and of the Aldermen, was ditferent; that the Lordi 
Mayor had taken J. Miller, the Printer, out of the. 
Hands of the Meſſenger; in which the Aldermen had 
no Share ; but that the impriſoning the Meſienger was 
a diſtin Fact, which the Aldermen were concerned in, 
and which might now be tried, as well as it could be 
after the Affair of the Lord Mayor ſhould be finiſhed, 
Lord North ſeconded the Motion. 
Mr. Ellis having ſaid, That the Privileges of thei 
Houſe having not only been diſputed in general, bu 
been now called in queſtion in form, Governcy Peroret 
obſerved, That the Houſe had certain known Privilegt 
which being according to the Courſe of Parliamen, 
were founded in Common Law; that the Houſe had 
other Privileges which had the Sanction of Statute Lav 
and therefore delired that Gentlemen would ey What 
_thoif 


thereby, that tho 


(53) 


thoſe Privileges were which now required 7 ned Sancti- 


ons; and would _ ſo much of what was intended, 
who ſeriouſly meant to do their 
Duty, might have the Opportunity of en their 


Judg ment. 


Mr. Alderman Oliver ſaid, as to himſelf, he was 
ready and willing to enter into his Defence ,immedi- 


atcly, or when the Houſe thought proper; but that, as 


the Privileges of the City of London were in queſtion, 
his Duty to the City obliged him to aſk to be heard 


by Council. 


It was therefore moved, by Sir William Meredith, 


and ſeconded by Mr. Calcraft, that Mr. Alderman 


Oliver ſhould aitend in his Place, on Monday, and be 
heard by Council. 


Ir was urged, That if Mr. Oliver was heard at pre- 


ſent, before the whole Affair was entered into, it would, 


in ſome Reſpect, be an Adjudication of the Caſe of the 
Lord Mayor, whoſe Defence would be abridged, by a 
Deciſion on the Conſequences of his Act, before the 


Act itſelf was condemned; that the Aldermen bei 


Acceſſaries only, they could not properly be tried before 


the Principal; that, were it otherwiſe, it might happen 
that the Acceſjaries might be found guilty, and the Prin- 


cipal acquitted ; that "the Houle being both the Party 


injured, and the Judge of that! njury, it became molt 
Jadiſpenſibly neceſſary for Juſtice, that every Ste 


ſhouid be taken which might give the fulleſt Inſight in- 


to che Affair. 


Lord North declared very much againſt the Conduct 


of the City, as tending to deſtroy the very Being of 


Parliament; that it was eſſential to proceed into this 
Affair with all poſſible Diſpatch ; that the Sickneſs of 
the Lord Mayor ſhould not, he hoped, be uſed tor 


longer Fawn bur that, on Monday next, the De- 
fence ſhould abſolutely be gone into. 


Mr. Dowdeſwell got up bo ſpeak, but the Houſe was 
FA noiſy he could not be heard: Upon which, with ſome 
Warmth, he moved to adjourn, and divided the Houſe, 


Bur the ary carried it againft him, 143 to 40, 


Mr. 


- Caf 
Atr Oliver's Attendance was then fixed for Monday, 
March 25. | 

Mr. Welbore Ellis moved an hi to the Re- 

ſolution, that Mr. Oliver ſhould be heard by Council, 
* ſo as ſuch Council do not controvert the Privileges « of 
* ma Hae.” 
Mr. William Morgan, the Lord Mayor's Clerk, with 
the Minute-Book of Recognizances, was then called 
in; and ordered up to the Table. The Book was 
opened, and the Kecognizance of William Whitham, 
Meſſenger to the Houle, read. 

The Aldermen Oliver, Sawbridge, Trecothick, and 
ſeveral worthy Members of Parliament, were ſo ſhock- 
ed at this violent, and arbitrary Attack on the Laws of 
the Land, that they could not bear to be Spectators of 
the alarming Tranſaction which they expected would 
follow; and therefore immediately left the Houſe. 

Lord North moved, That the Meſſenger's Recogni- | 
 Zances be eraſed our of the Lord Mayor's Book. 

Lord Beauchamp ſeconded the Motion. | 

Then, as they had the Lord Mayor's Clerk in their : 

_ Cuſtody, they made him eraſe it. 

Lord North moved, That there ſhould be no further | 

Proceedings at Law in that Caſe. Lord Beauchamp | 
ſeconded that Motion. 

It was then made a Reſolution of the Houſe.” 

The Miniſtry moved to adjourn, and carried it by 
140 0.48, :. 

The Lord Mayor, and the 8 Wilkes and 
Oliver; were all ordered to attend on Monday. | | 

In the Courſe of the Debate, it was obſerved, that 
Sir Gilbert Elliot and Lord North did not perfectly 
coincide in their Opinions. The former ſaid he had, 
and he would have an Opn of his own, in ſpite of 
any Miniſter. 

Among other Things, on the ſeveral Orders of 
the Houle being read, for taking into further Conſide- 
ration, the Evidence which on the Monday before was 
given to the Houle by the Deputy Serjeant at Arms, for 

bs ds Ls of che Lord-Mayor 1 in his Place, Mr, 
SpcaKer 


— —— 
—— 


— —- — 


— 
KS. 


2 —— On * — * >. 
. — — 4 : #4 * 8 
— " 9 — 8 4 —— — 
r * re — — uu 2 * — _ ——ů— — 
ns £ Þ y 2 OC 5 * 4 IF. — —Rü— . — 
F ²˙A © mas #5 0 r A 2 —— i 

5 8 ” — n » — 3 * 2 2 : 

* 2 2 — — — * 4 | — — [ — 1 * 3222525 28 = PRery r 3 2 
p4 " l 2 2 . 
— — . 
* „ 
3 — — 


—— — —— — ——  — — —— 
_ p — — a" 
— — 1 — . 
5 9 woes os 


—ͤ ——— 
pa — 
Ss BS < 
** —— 
PF 
— — 


- - — — — 
— — , 
agg ˙ . yt 2 - 


r 
— *. * 
ae. 7 
— * 


* 23 
a ” — 


. 4 
* 
N 
1 
- 
7 
ry 
- 
* 
£5 
8 
+2. 'Y 
# 
1 
F 
42A 
oy 
43 BY 
F. 
4 ' 
* 
. : a 
.F 
. v 
4 * 
"=. 
4 
1 
TY 
1 ” i < 
- 24 
* . 
* ** 
* > 
1 
- : 
= N 
p 
0 2 
| : 
l * ZE 
. 
's # ; 
1 18 Fe 
$... 
i S 
x | p 
1 * I 
& 6 ? 
” ” ; 
. 
1 
£ s 7 
| 237 5 i 
1 $% * a 4 
* 1 | 
: 5 8 - 
1 oF 4 
1 
n + | 
1» KH 
* 1 
1 . 
£ 1 1 K 
4 : 7 
/ \ 2 : 
1147 . 
: 
- : 
77 4 * 5 
* . 
\ 7 
i N 
17 . 
1 v 
+ \ : 
= - 2 
7 " 
17 1 
3 5 ; 
«£3 8 's 
G l 83 
£77114 
$4.1 , 
4 TS . y 
- » . 
4% 
21 
1 : 
4 
. 
8, * 
1 ; 
- 5 : 
{1 WW * 
- 4 ; 
R - 
it i $ 
: * / 
. 
4 
4 l 
p 3 
z £ . 
4 ; . 
10 18 : 
2 £ . 
: 
i. 19 11 
+ . 
2 1 * 
. 
> | N 
* . = 
l 44 
— - * 
= > 
; Ly 
4. 
2 1 N 


Tos © ors | 
fr x 
"ff a 


spe 


1 | 
aker acquainted the Houſe that he had received 2 


Letter from the Lord-Mayor, deſiring him to inform the 
Houſe, that his late Attendance upon the Houſe had 
increaſed his Diſorder, that he was at preſent unable to 


go abroad, but would attend in his place as. foon as his 
Health would permit. —-- The Lord Mayor's Letter 


Vas read, when it was ordered, as follows: 


60 Gndered. 


„ That the Contr of the ſaid Matter 


be adjourned till Monday Morning next. 
* Ordered, | 

« That Braſs Croſby, Eſa; Lord Mayor of the Cy 

of London, do attend this Houſe, in his Place, upon 


Monday RO next, if his Health wall 


permit. | 
ff | | 

« That the Lord Mayor be then at Libeny to 8 

heard, by his Counſel, upon all ſuch Points as do 


not controvert the Privileges of this Houſe. 
Mr. Alderman Oliver (according to Order) attend- 


ing in his Place, acquaimed the Howe, that he was 
ready, immediately, to enter into his Defence ; but 


that, being a Magiſtrate of the City of London, he 


he did not wiſh to leparate his Intereſts from thoſe of 
the City of London; and that therefore he was de- 
ſirous not to ſeparate his Defence. 

And a Motion being made, and the Queſtion being 
propoſed, that Mr. Alderman Oliver, do attend this 


Houle, in his Place, upon Monday Morning next; 


and that he then be at Liberty to be heard by his 
Counſel; | 


A Motion was ET and the Queſtion being put, 


that the Houſe do now adjourn; 


It paſſed in the Negative. 


te 
<c 
«c 


te 


o | 
« That Mr. Alderman Oliver do attend this Houſe, 
in his Place, upon Monday Morning next; and that 


he then be at Liberty to be heard, by his Counieh, 


upon all ſuch Points as do not controvert the Pri- | 


* of this Houſe. 1 
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(56) 
« The other Orders of the Day being read; T 
„ Ordered, 
«© That Mr. Robert Holder do attend this Horſe 
Monday Morning next, with the Minutes 
hs. a by him, upon Friday laſt, at the Manſion | 
« Mouſe.” : | 
On Monday the 28th Day of March, the Proceedings 
of the Houle of —— from the printed Votes ap- 
peared in theſe Words: 
And the Order of the Day being read, for the Atten- 
dance of John Wilkes, * Alderman of the * of 


London; 


„„ 

« That the ſaid Order be ES 5 

The ſeveral Orders of the Day being read, for the 
Attendance of Braſs Croſby, Eſq; Lord Mayor of the 
City of London, and Richard Oliver, Eſq; Alderman 
of the City of London, in their Places; _ 

And the Lord Mayor attending accordingly in his | 
Place, acquainted the Houle, that he had received the 
Reſolution of this Houſe, of Friday laſt, for allowing 


him Liberty to be heard by his Counſel, upon all ſuch 


Points as do not controvert the Privileges of this Houſe 
but that finding the Counſel were, by that Reſolution, 
reſtrained from ſpeaking to many Points material to his 
Defence, and that the Counſel he could depend upon, 
and whom he choſe to employ, were on the Circuit ; he 
therefore would not give the Houſe the Trouble of 
hearing Counſel on this Occaſion. 
Then the Evidence, which, upon Monday laſt, was 
iven to the Houſe, by the Deputy Serjeant at Arms 
attending this Houſe, was read; and the Minutes of 
what the Lord Mayor had offered to the Houſe i in his 
Defence, upon Tueſday laſt, were alſo read. 
And the Original Charter, granted to the City of Lon- 
don, upon the 6th Day March, in the Firſt Yau! of the 
Reign of King Edward che Third, was produced, and 


read. 


And the Houſe being . that a Perſon attend- 
ed at the — with a Book, containing the taken 
taken 


— 


( 57 ) 
taken by the Magiſtrates of the City of London, 1 was 
called in; and the Book being produced, the Copy of 
the Oath taken by an Alderman of the City of London, 
and alſo the Oath of the Lord Mayor, were read. 
And then the Lord Mayor was further heard. 
And a Motion being made, and the Queſtion being 
propoſed, that the Diſcharging out of the Cuſtody of 
one of the Meſſengers of this Houſe, J. Miller, for | 
whom the News Paper, intituled, The London Eve-, 
ing Poſt, from Thurſday, March 7, to Saturday March 
9, 1771,” purports to be printed, and of which Paper,, 
a Complaint was made in the Houſe of Commons, on 
the 12th Day of this Inſtant March, - and who, for his 
Contempt, in not obeying the Girke of this Houſe, for 
his Attendance on the Houſe upon Thurſday the 14th 
Day of this Inſtant March, was ordered to be taken in- 
to the Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, or his Deputy, 
attending this Houſe; and who, by Virtue of the 
Speaker's $ Warrant iſſued under the ſaid Order, had been 
taken into the Cuſtody of the ſaid Meſſenger) is a 
Breach of the Privilege of this Houſe; | 
And the previous Queſtion being Propoſed, That 
that Queſtion be now put; 
The Houſe was moved, that the Reſolutions of the 
Houſe, of the 26th Day of February, 1728, relating 
to the Proceedings of the Houſe, upon the Petition of 
Robert Raikes, of the City of Glouceſter, Stationer 


and Printer, might be read. 
And the ſame were read accordingly ; and are as fol- 


loweth, viz. 
„ Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, 

“That it is an Indignity to, and a Breach of the 
1 Privilege of, this Houſe, for any Perſon to preſume 
<* to give, in written or printed News Papers, any Ace 
count or Minutes of the Debates or other Proceed- 
« ings of this Houſe, or of any Committee thereof. 

„ Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, 
That, upon Diſcovery of the Authors, Printers, 


or Publiſhers of any ſuch written or printed News- 


R 0 er 


* 


5 - 
5 Paper, this Houſe will proceed * the Offenders 
* with the utmolt Severity.” 

The Houſe was alſo moved, that 4 Reſolutions, 
which, upon the 26th Day ot February, 1701, were 
3 rted ſrom the Committee of the whole Houſe, to 

om it was referred to conſider of the Rights, Liber- 
8 and Privileges of the Houſe of Commons might 
be read. 

And the ſame were, as agreed to, by the Houſe, read 
accordingly, and are as followeth; viz. 

&« Reſolved, 

« That to aſſert, that the Houſe of Commons i 15 not 
the only Repreſentatives of the Commons of Eng- 
land, tends to the Subverſion of the Rights and 
9 Privileges of the Houſe of Commons, and the fun- 
« damental Conſtitution of the Government of this 
Kingdom. 

60 Reſolved, 
That to aſſert, the Houſe of Commons have no 


« Power of Commitment, but of their own Members 
* tends to the Subverſion of the Conſtitution of the 
fHouſe of Commons. 
« Reſolved, _ 
* That to print or publiſh any ok or Libels, re- 
_ « flecting upon the Proceedings of the Houſe of Com- 
« 'mons, vor any Member thereof, for or relating to his 
« Service therein, is a high Violation of the Rights and 
Privileges of the Houſe of Commons. | 
* Reſolved, | 
« That it is the undoubted Right of the People of 
England, to Petition or Addreſs to the King, for the 
6c Calling; Sicting, or Diſſolving, of Parliaments, and 
for the: redreſſing of Grievances. 
E « Reſolved, | 
« That it is the undoubted Right of every Subject 
of England, under any Accuſation, either by Im- 
« peachment or otherwiſe, to be brought to a ſpeedy 
« Trial, in order to be acquitted, or condemned.” 
The Houſe was alſo moved, that the Reſolutions of 
the Houle, of the 23d Day of January, 1722, in rela- 
55 | Wa 
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(39) 
tion to the Complaint of the Proceedings of this Houſe 
being frequently printed i in News Letters and Papers, = 


might be read. | 
And the ſame were read accordingly ; and are as 


followeth, viz. 


" Reſolved, 
« That no News Writers do preſume; i in their Let- 


4 ters, or other Papers, that they diſperie as Minutes, 


« or under any other Denomination, to intermeddte 
« with the Debates, or any other Proceedings of this 
< Houſe." | 
<« Reſolved, | | 

That no Printer, or Publiſher of any 8 
Nes - Papers do preſume to inſert in any ſuch Papers 
any Debates, or any other Proceedings of this Houſe, 
or any Committee thereof.” 

The Houſe was alſo moved, that an Act made in the 


13th Year of King Charles the Second, intitled, An 


Act for Safety and Preſervation of his Maj jeſtys Per- 
<< ſon and Government againſt treaſonable _ ſeditious 


= *© Practices and Attempts,” might be read. 


And the ſame was read accordingly. 
The Houſe was alſo moved, that the Entry in the 


W Journal of the Houſe, of the 13th Day or July, 164r, 


of the Report, which was made from the Committee, 
who were appointed to conſider of the printing of the 
Lord Digby's Speech, concerning the Bill of Attainder 


of the Earl of Strafford, might be read. 


And the ſame was read accordingly ; ; and 1 is as fol- 


| loweth, viz. 


That no Member of this Houſe ſhall * give a 


Cop Py, or publiſh in Print, any thing that he ſhall 


<<. ſpeak here, without Leave of the Houſe.” 
The Houſe was alſo movedy that the Entry in the 


Journal of the Houle, of the 11th Day of February, 


1695, of the Order then made, That no News Letter 
** Writers do, in their Letters, or other Papers that they 
« diſperſe, preſume to intermeddle with the Debates, 
or any other * of this renn; might 


be read. 
| 12 | And 
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And the ſame was read accordingly. 

The Houſe was alſo moved, that the Reſolution of the 

ouſe, of the 13th Day of April, 1738, in relation to 
the Complaint made to the Houſe, ot the Publiſhers 
of ſeveral written and printed News Lan. and Papers, 
might be read. 

And the ſame was read accordingly, and is as fol- 
loweth, viz. | 

Keſolved, . 

« That it is an high Indignity to, and a notorious 
© Breach of the Privilege of, this Houle, for any News 
Writer, in Letters, or other Papers, (as Minutes or 
under any other Denomination) or for any Printer or 
< Publiſher of any printed News-paper, of any Deno- 
< mination, to preſume to inſert in the ſaid Letters or 
Papers, or to give therein, any Account of the De- 
< bates, or other Proceedings of this Houſe, or any 
Committee thereof, as well during the Receſs, as 
< the Sitting of Parliament; and that this Houſe will 
<< proceed with the utmoſt Severity againſt ſuch 
* Offenders.” 

The Houſe was alſo moved, that the Reſolution of 
the Houle, of the 24th Day of November, 1763, relating 
to the Privilege of Parliament, in the Caſe of ſeditious 
Libels, might be read. 

And the iame was read accordingly ; and is as fol- 
loweth, viz. 

« Reſolvcd, | | 

« That Privilege of Parliament does not extend to 
the Cale of writing and publiſhing ſeditious Libels, 
* nor ought to be allowed to obſtruct the ordinary 
« Courſe of the Laws, in the ſpeedy and effectual Pro- 
« ſecution of ſo heinous and dangerous an Offence.” 

The Houſe was alſo moved, that the Reſolution of 
the Houſe, of the 3d Day of February, 1769, relating to 
the Expulſion of John Wilkes, Eſq; then a Member 
of this Houſe, might be read. 

And the ſame was read accordingly ; z and is as fol- 


loweth, viz. 
* | Eh — On Reſolved, 


* 
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* Reſolved, 
That John Wilkes, Eſq; a 2 of this Houſe, 
c who hath, at the Bar of this Houſe, confeſſed himſelf 
« to be the Author and Publiſher of what this Houſe 
< hath reſolved to be an inſolent, ſcandalous, and ſe- 
« ditious Libel, and who has been convicted in the 
Court of King's Bench, of having printed and pub- 
« liſhed a ſeditious Libel, and Three obſcene and im- 
„ pious Libels, and by the Judgment of the ſaid Court, 
c has been ſentenced to undergo Twenty-two Months 
« Inpriſonment, and is now in Execution under the 
„ ſaid Judgment, be expelled this Houſe.” 
The Houle was alſo moved, that the Entry in the 
Journal of the Houle, of the 19th of July, 1689, re- 
lating to the Cate of Sir Francis Pemberton and Sir 
Thomas Joucs, might be read. 
And the ſame were read accordingly and ate as 
followeth, viz. 3 
„ Reſolved, 
“ That Sir Francis Pemberton, oiving Judgment to 
% ver- rule the Plea to the Juriſdiction of the Court 
< of Kiag's Bench, in the Cale de his Be and 10 
ham, has broken the Privileges of this ouſe. . 
| « Reſolved, © 
« That Sir Thomas Jones, giving Judgment to over- 
rule the Flea to the Juriſdiction of the Court of King's 
_ * Bench, in the Caſe between Jay and Topham, has 
« broken the Privileges of this Houſe. 
Oe 
That Sir Francis Pemberton be taken into Cuſtody 
of the Serjeant at Arms attending this Houſe, for his 
© Breach of the Privileges of this Houſe, in giving 
Judgment to overrrile the Plea to the Juriſdiction 
of the Court of King's Bench, in the Caſe a. 
Jay and Topham. 
. « Orgered., | | | 
* 'That Sir Thomas Ie be taken into Cuſtody of 
the Serjeant at Arms attending this Houle, for "his | 
* Breach of the Privileges of this Houſe in giving 


6 Judgment to oyer-rulc the Plea to the a 
cc 
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* of the Court of King's Bench, in the Caſe berween 


Jay and Topham.” 
The Houſe was alſo moved, that the Entry in the 


Journal of the Houſe, of the eth Day of July, 168g, 


That a Bill be brought in, to reverſe the Judgment 


«* againſt John Topham, and for ſettling the Nights 
„and Privileges of Parliament for the future,” might 
be read. 

And the ſame was read accordingly. 

The Houſe being informed of a tumultuous Croud, 


in Palace-yard, and in the Paſſages leading to the 


Houſe, who interrupted Members in their coming into 
the Houſe: 

The High Conſtable of the City of Weſtminſter was 
called in, and examined as to the ſaid tumultuous Croud; 

and he acquainted the Houſe, that he had done every 


thing in his Power to diſperſe them, with the Aſſiſtance 


of a great Number of the Conſtables of Weſtminſter; 
but that all his Endeavours had been in vain. | 

The Houſe moved, that the Entry in the Journal of 

the Houſe, of the 27th of February, 1699, of the Pro- 

ceedings of the Houſe, in relation to the Information 


given to the Houſe, of a Croud of People being got 
together, in a tumultuous and riotous Manner, in the 


Palace- yard, Weſtminſter-hall, and the Paſſages to this 
Houſe, might be read. 
And the ſame being read accordingly. 

And the Houle being informed, that ſeveral of the 
Juſtices of the Peace of Middleſex and Weſtminſter 
attended, they were called in; and, at the Bar, Mr. 
Speaker, by Order of the Houſe, acquainted them, 
that the Houſe had received Information of the ſaid 
tumultuous Croud ; and that the Houſe did expect that 
they ſhould, together with the other Magiſtrates now 


ſitting at the. Guildhall of the City of Weſtminſter, 
forthwith do every thing in their 8 to diſperſe that 


riotous Croud,; and that they ſhould, as ſoon as they 
were able, return, and inform the Houſe what "7 had 
done 1 in this Matter. | 


And then they withdrew, | 


And, 


( 63 ) | 

dad: after ſome Time, the Houſe being informed, 
that the ſaid Juſtices were again attending, they were 
called in; and, at the Bar, acquainted the Houle, that 
22 had, in Obedience to the Orders of the Houſe, in 

reat Meaſure, diſperſed the Croud, and cleared the 

Pallages for the Members coming into the Houſe; but 
that there was ſtill a great Croud in the Court of Re- 
queſts; and Mr. Speaker directed them ſtill to attend, 
and to continue and uſe their ac to keep every 
thing quiet. 

And then they again withdrew. | 

The Lord Mayor then acquainting the. Houſe, that 
he found himſelf extremely ill; and therefore hoped 

that the Houſe would diſpenſe with his further 8 
tendance at preſent; but hoped the Matter might go 
on in his Abſence; and that he ſhould ſubmit himſelf 
ro every thing the Houſe ſhould do ; 

He, with Leave of the Houſe, withdrew. *" 
Ihen the ſaid previous Queſtion being put, That 
the firft propoſed Queſtion be put; 

It was reſolved in the Affirmative. 
Then the main Queſtion being put; 
„ 

„That the Diſcharging out of the Cuſtody of one 


© of the Meſſengers of this Houſe J. Miller (for whom 


the News- paper, intitled, The London Evening Poſt, 
ftom Thurſday, March 7, to Saturday, March 9, 1771, 

purports to be printed, and of which Paper a Complaint 
«* was made in the Houſe of Commons, on the 12th Day 
« of this Inſt. March; and who, for his Contempt, in not 
< obeying the Order of this Houſe, for his Attendance 
« on the Houſe upon Thurſday the r4th Day of this 
„ Inſtant, March, was ordered to be taken into the Cu- 
„ ſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, or his Deputy, atten- 
e ding this Houſe, and who, by Virtue of the Speaker's 
0 Warrant iſſued under the ſaid Order, had been taken 

<« into the Cuſtody of the ſaid an, ts a Breach of 
A the Privilege of this Houſe. 


« Reſolved, 1 
| © Fhat 


( 64). 

« That 2 ſigning a Warrant againſt the ſai 
* Meſſenger, for having executed the ſaid Warrant 
olf the Speaker, is a Breach of the Privilege of this 
* Houſe. | 
RMReſolved, 15 

© That the holding th ſaid Meſſenger to ; Rail: tor | 
<« having executed the ſaid Warrant of the Speaker, i is 
a Breach of the Privilege of this Houſe. 

Werd, | 

That Braſs Croſby, Eſq; Lord Mayor of the City 
* of London, do attend this Houſe, in his Place, upon 
* dM Morning next, if his Health will then 

& permit,” 

A Motion was made, and the Queſtion N put, 
That the Houſe do now acyourn; | 

It paſſed in the Negative. 

Mr. Alderman Oliver (according to Order) attending 
in his Place; 

And it being propoſed to him, by Mr. Speaker, that 
the Deputy-Serjeant at Arms attending this Houſe 
ſhould be again examined, or that the Evidence given 
to this Houle by the ſaid Deputy-Serjeant, upon Mon- 

day laſt, ſhould be again read ; 
He acquainted the Houſe, that he did not defire the 
aid Evidence to be read again, or any Witneſs to be 
called ; and that he ſhould not ſay thing in his Defence. 
b And a Motion being made, That Richard Oliver, 
* Eiq; a Member of this Houſe, having ſigned a War: 
rant for the Commitment of the Meſſenger of this 
«* Houſe, for having executed the Warrant of the 
© Speaker, iſſued under an Order of this Houſe, and 
having held the ſaid Meſſenger to Bail, is guilty « 3 
1 — of the Privilege of this Houſe.” | | 

Mr. Alderman Oliver withdrew. 
Then the Queſtion being put; 

Reſolved, | 
«© That Richard Oliver, Eſq; a Member of this 
* Ho uſe, having ſigned a Warrant for the Commit- 
*© ment of the Meſſenger of this Houſe, for having 


executed che Warrant of the Speaker, iſſued under 
| cc An 


(95) 
«an \ Order of this Houſe, and having held the ſaid. 
| « Meſſenger to Bail, is guilty of a Breach of the Privi- 
lege of this Houſe.” 
Ordered, 

That Richard Oliver, Eſa: an Alderman of the City | 
c of London, and a Member of this Houſe, be, for 
© his ſaid Offence, committed to the Tower of Lon- 
« gon,” 
An Amendment was then propoſed, to leave out the 
Words, ** Committed to the Tower of London,” and 
to inſert, ** Reprimanded by Mr. Speaker in his 
& Place.” After a long Debate, the Commitment 
was agreed to, 170 for it, "and 38 againſt it. 

_ Upon which, Col. Barre roſe, and addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the Majority in the n. Speech. 


Mr. Speaker, 


INC E I had the 1 or . Diſhonour, 
of ſitting in this Houſe, I have been Witneſs to 


= many ſtrange, many ſhameful Tranſa&ions ; bur, ſince 


J could call myſelf a Member of the Britiſh Senate, 
never were my Ears ſhocked with ſuch an abominable 
P;opolſal, as that which now diſgraces this Aſſembly. 

A Repreſentative of the firſt City in the Empire, or 
perhaps in the World, is to be treated as a State Crimi- 
nal, for ſupporting che general Rights of the Nation, 
and the peculiar Privileges of his Fellow-Citiaens. It 
has been proved, to a Demonltration, that your Claim 
of Privilege was meant as a Bulwark againſt the En- 
croachments of the Crown, and not as a Check upon 
| your Conſtituents. It has been clearly ſhewn, that you 
have acted contrary to Magna Charta, and that the ar- 
raigned Magiſtrates have adhered to the Law of the 

Land. Nor is this all. You have been convicted of 


| invading the peculiar Franchiſes of the City, and of 


trampling on numerous Statutes made in its Favour— 
while the Cojects of your impotent Malice have only 
acted according to the Dictates of Conſcience, and the 
Religion of their Oath. You will puniſh them, be- 
cauſe they would not, for the Purpoſes of your Ty- 

| K ranny, 
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ranny, betray their Truſt, and be guilty of Perjury, | 
What can be your Intention in ſuch an Attack upon all | 
Honour and Virtue ?. Do you mean to bring all Men to | 
a Level with yourſelves, and to extirpate all Honeſty | 
and Independence? Perhaps you imagine that a Vote 
will ſettle the whole Controverſy? Alas! you are not | 
aware that the Manner in which your Vote is procured, | 
remains a Secret to no Man. Liſten — for, if you are | 
not totally callous, if your Conſciences are not ſeared, | 
J will. ſpeak Daggers to your Souls. Whence did this 
Motion take its Riſe? Where was the Scheme concert- 
ed? Did it originate in this Houſe ? Is it the legitimate 
Offspring of this Aſſembly? No; it is the Abortion of 
five wretched Clerks, who, though a Diſgrace to this 
Houſe,. have the Management; I beg Pardon, the 
 Miſmanagement, of all National Affairs. Theſe piti- 
ful Drudges brought the Treaſury into the Scheme; 
the Treaſury influenced the Junto of Charlton Houſe, 
Charlton-Houſe ſet all the Adminiſtration in Motion; 
and the Adminiſtration gave Life and Vigour to the 
Machines that compoſe the Majority. Thus are you | 
played off, like Puppets, for the Entertainment of the 
Magicians that act behind the Curtain. Do you not 
bluſh at ſuch Infamy ? Do not your Cheeks burn with. | 
eonſcious Shame at being mere walking Plants, perfect 
Oxen in a Stall, fed by the Hand of your Maſter, and 
forced to draw in his Yoke ? By Heaven | I had rather 
not be, than drag ſuch a heavy, ſuch a galling, ſuch a 
deteſtable Chain. There are, indeed, thoſe of whole 
Commands I ſhould be proud, becauſe their Service is 
perfect Freedom. The Inſtructions of your Conſtitu- 
ents you ſhould be always ready to obey. But you have 
_ Inverted the Maxim of the Goſpel, and made the Ser- 
_ vant greater than his Maſter. You, who are only De- 
puties, or Factors, have uſurped a Power, not only ſu- 
pe to that of your Creators, but deſtructive of the 
very Rights by which they exiſt as Freemen. In the 
Gulph of your Privileges you have ſwallowed up the 
Birthright of the Pcople, who are ultimately paramount 
to all che three Branches ot che Legiflature. Had oe 
been 
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veen as tenacious of your Duty as of your Intereſt, you 
would have firſt provided for the Safety of the People's 
Rights, and then entered into the Diſcuſſion of your 
own Privileges. It is the Privilege of the People to be 
tried by the Law of the Land, and to ſee the Courſe of 
Juſtice free and uninterrupted. Both you have flagrant- 
ly violated, and opened. a Door for Anarchy and Con- 
fuſion. But where is the Wonder that you act in this 
arbitrary Manner, when you would not allow mention 
to be made of the traiterous Member, who declared, in 
= the Face of Day, that he hoped to ſee his Majeſty as 
2X abſolute and deſpotic as the King of Pruſſia ; and that 
he had bought his Conſtituents, and made of their in- 
ſtructions an Uſe not fit to be named! Had you been 
true Repreſentaties, you would have immediately drop- 
i- IF ped every other Subject, and bluſhed to determine any 
„National Affair, till you had removed from among you 
5 ſuch an accurſed Thing, ſuch an Abominatwn to all 

Honour and Honeſty. But you love to protect ſuch 
e Colprits, becauſe of ſuch is your Kingdom compoſed. 


uv How then can you imagine, that the People will tame- 

e iy acquieſce in Injuries received from Men of your 

x: Stamp? How can you imagine, that Britons will endure 

h. an Act of Tyranny, as alarming as any practiſed by the 

* Deſpot of France? Louis he well- beloved eraſes the 
d Acts of his Parliaments; and our beloved Houſe of 
r Commons eraſes the legal Proceedings of our Courts of 

a 8 Record. Why the Violence of Charles the Firſt, when 

0 he entered this Houſe in Perſon, and ſeized the Five 

8 Members, was not a Matter of ſuch pernicious Ex- 


ample 1 You have ſtruck at the very Root of all Law 
and Juſtice, and endeavour, at one Blow, to annihilate 
all our Laberties. | 5 No 

x, The Conſequence is natural. After having aſſumed 
an arbitrary Dominion over Truth and Juſtice, you 
iſſue Orders, Warrants, and Proclamations, againſt 
every Opponent, and ſend Priſoners to your Baſtile all 
thoſe who have the Virtue and Courage to defend the 


that you hope, by Fear and Terror, to extinguiſh every 


: al Spark 
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expiring Freedom of their Country. But it is in vain 


| _ (63) LD 
5 Spark of the ancient Fire of this Iſſe. The more Sacri. 
| fices, the more Martyrs you make, the more numerous 
the Sons of Liberty will become : They will multiply 
like the Hydra's Head, and hurl Vengeance on your 
devoted Heads. Let others act as they will, while I | 
have a Tongue, or an Arm, they ſhall be free. And | 
that I may not be a Witneſs of this monſtrous Proceed- | 
ing, I will leave the Houſe ; nor do I doubt but every 
independent, every honeſt Man, every Friend to.Eng- | 
land, wall follow me. EY > eh 


Mr. Alderman Oliver behaved in the Houſe of Com- 
mons with a Spirit and Intrepidity, which would have | 
done Honour to the Heroes of Antiquity. Mr, J. Towni- | 
end, though extremely ill, ſupported himſelf with his | 
uſual Firmneſs. Mr. Sawbridge and he declared, That | 
had their Situation been the ſame with that of the 
Mayor, they would have acted in the ſame Manner, | 
They denied, with great Indignation, the Charge of | 
oppoſing the juſt Privileges of the Houſe, in ſending | 
for Evidence, or committing for manifeſt Contempts ; | 
but they diſtinguiſhed theſe Caſes: from the wanton cal. | 

ng before them any Perſons on trivial, or no Occa- | 
ſions, merely for the vexatious and oppreſſive Exerciſe 
of their Power. 3 9 
The Houſe wanted Mr. Oliver to acknowledge him- 
ſelf in an Error; but that ſpirited and upright Magiſtrate 
ſpurned at the Propoſition, and defied their Threats; 
reſting his Safety upon the Juſtice of his Conduct. 

He was therefore conducted, by Mr. Clementſon, 
the Deputy Serjeant at Arms, firſt to his own Houſe, i 
and then to the Lower“; which tney enter'd about 
Seven o' Clock in the Morning. : „ 
e There 


*COPY of the Wargaxr of CouuirT MET. 

* Whereas the Houſe of Commons have this Day adjudged, 

*f Fhat Richard O] ver, Eq; a Member of this Houſe, having 

* ſigned a Warrant for the eee of the Meſſenger of the 

1% Houſe, for having executed the Warrant cf the Speaſcer, iel ; 

{© under an Order of the Houſe ; and having held the ſaid Meiſen- 

if ger do Bail, is guilty of a Breach of the Privilege of the „ 5 | 
4 LE. 
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There were 362 Members preſent in the Houſe of 
Commons on this Occaſion, 
The Lord Mayor being ordered to attend on Wed- 
neſday (27th of March) he accordingly attended; when 
he was followed by a great Mob of People down to the 
Houſe, where they were very riotous. Lord North 
was inſulted by them, and would, probably, have been 
a good deal hurt, but was ſaved by Sir William Mere- 


dich. Mr. Charles James Fox, and others, were alſo in- 


ſulted. The Houle being informed of this, ordered 
the Juſtices to diſperſe the Mob; but the Juſtices de- 
_ claring their Inability to do it, the Sheriffs of Middle- 
ſex, with ſome of the Members of the Minority, went 
out and talked to them; by which Means, in a great 
Meaſure, they diſperſed; on which the Houſe pro- 
ceeded to Buſineſs. | | 
The Order of the Day was firſt called for on which 
Sir G. Saville got up, and ſaid, That he was indeed 
very ill, which might be a ſufficient Excuſe for him 
not to ſtay but he deſired the Houſe would not re- 
gard that as his only Excuſe. That the Houſe not 
permitting the Lord Mayor to be heard by Counſel, 
he looked on it as a Prohibition of Juſtice ; and as he 
was not therefore ſufficiently informed of the wo 
of the Plea, he could not ſtay to give any Judgment in 
the Matter ; he therefore quitted the Houſe. 
Mr. Burke made nearly the ſame Excuſe for himſelf. 
Mr. Dowdeſwell, the Cavendiſhes, and many other 
Minority Gentlemen did not attend this Day. 


0 And whereas the ſaid Houſe hath this Day ordered the faid Ri- 
 *« chard Oliver, * 7 one of the Aldermen of the City of London, 
& and a Member of this Houſe, be for his ſaid Offence committed to 
4 the Tower of London. | 
« "Theſe are therefore to require you to receive into your Cuſto- 
* dy the Body of the ſaid Richard Oliver, Eſq; and him 
4+ ſafcly to kee during the Pleaſure of the ſaid Houſe, for 
* which this Hal be your ſuffjcient Warrant. Given under 
my Hand the Twenty-fifth Day of March, One Thouſand 
* Seyen Hundred and Seventy One. 
„ FLETI. NORTON, Speaker: 
7 To the Lieutenant of the Tower 
ff of London, or his _— * 


The 
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The Order of the Day to proceed againft the Lord 
May or was then read. The Lord Mayor ſaid, As he 
ar er on his Caſe as already prejudged, he ſhould add 
nothing to what he had before ſaid in his Defence. 

It was then reſolved, . That the Lord Mayor, hav- 
« ing ſet Miller at Liberty, and impriſoned the Meſ- 
« ſenger of the Houſe of Commons, was guilty of a 
« Breach of Privilege.“ 

Mr. Welbore Ellis then obſerved, That the Crimes 
the Lord Mayor had been guilty of, were in a Degree 
higher than thoſe of Mr. Oliver; and therefore ought 
to meet with at leaſt as ſevere an Impriſonment : : Butas 
my Lord Mayor was not in a good State of Health, to 
ſhew the tender Mercy of the Houſe, he ſhould only | 
move for his being ben; into the Cuſtody of the Ser- 

jeant at Arms. 

The Lord Mayor on this aſſured the Houſe, That he 
was not ſo ill as to expect or wiſh for any Favour of this 
Nature; that he being concerned in at leaſt as great a 
Degree as Mr. Oliver was, expected the ſame Puniſh- 
ment; that in what he had done, he had acted right, 
to the beſt of hi. Conſcience and Opinion; he looked 
on it as no Sort of Crime, and therefore deſpiſed the 
Puniſhment of the Houle. 

Mr. Ellis on this moved for an Amendment to his 
Motion, by leaving out “ to the Cuſtody of the Ser- 
* jeant at Arms,” and inſerted * to the Tower,” which 
was agreed to. 

The Queſtion now ſtood to ſend the Lord May or to 
the Tower. 

This was oppoſed by Mr. Phipp 8. Mr. Calcraft, 
Mr. Pultney, Sir C. Ray, Col. 3 Mr. Seymour, 
and others; moſt of whom expreſſed their Opinion, 
That the Houſe ought, in its legiſlative or judicial Ca- 
pacity, to have a Power to ſend for Perſons, and to 
compel their Attendance; but that it was againſt Law 
for either Houſe of Parkemeac to make Law by its De- 
claration; that the Order of the Houſe, concerning the 
printing the Debates, was made in bad Times (1641) 
and therefore ought not to be regarded in any * 

| that 
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that a Power of this Nature was not neceſſary to the 
Exiſtence of the Houle. bs te ra 


Mr. Alderman Townſend was likewiſe very ſevere | 
on the Conduct of the Miniſtry, and expreſfd himſelf 
in the following ſpirited Manner on this Occaſion : 


Mr. Speaker, 


HAVE liſtened with the utmoſt Attention to the 
Gentlemen, who, on this Occaſion, contend for the 


Omnipotence of the Houſe; but I cannot ſay their 


Arguments have wrought my Converſion: Had not 


more weighty Arguments been applied to them, I vio- 


lently ſuſpect that they would have been ſtill Infidels. 
In order to juſtify the Eraſure of the Record entered in 
the Lord Mayor's Book, they have produced Inſtances, 
in which the Houſe has topped the Courts of Juſtice. 
But is this a rational Apology ? Becauſe the Houſe 
has acted formerly in an arbitrary and deſpotic Manner, 
are we to copy their Example, and to ſet up the Stan- 


dard of Tyranny ? Precedents can never be a ſufficient 


Sanction to what 1s in the Nature of T hings illegal and 


unconſtitutional. - No Man of Senſe ever quotes the 


Deciſions of Antiquity, but as Circumſtances excul- 
patory and corroborative of what he has previoully 
ſhewed to the contrary or conformable to Reaſon. Were 
not this the caſe, what would become of our deareſt 
Rights? Precedents for the Violation of all our Li- 


berties may be found in your Journals; and, indeed, 
the Journals are ſo diſcordant and contradictory, that 
you need never be at a Loſs for Precedents, whatever 


Side of the Queſtion you embrace. They may be 
ewiſted and twined like a Noſe of Wax.—Let us not 


then hear of Precedent in deciding a plain conſtitutional 


Queſtion, whoſe Solution muſt be obvious to the meaneſt 
Capacity. If Precedents had any decifive Authority, 


what could have been more legal than General War- 
rants? They were countenanced by a Series of undiſ—- 
puted Precedents, not only before, but ſince the Revo- 


lution. Yet what was their Fate? When they came 2 
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be queſtioned, and were diſcovered riot to be founded on 
any poſitive Law, they were ſet aſide, ſince they were 


both in Principle and in Practice incompatible with a 


free Government. 

Nor is this wonderful, when we conſider that even 
politive Laws are repealed, when it is found that they 
are prejudicial to the State. Salus Populi ſuprema Lex 
eſto, was long the Maxim of the Roman Commonwealth; 
and I could wiſh that it were more attended to in this 
Houſe. Were it the Standard of our Conduct, there 
would have been lefs Occaſion for this Day's Debate. 
The Nation and its Repreſentatives would not ſtand in 
diametrical Oppoſition ; nor would the City of London 
find it neceflary to ſet the Commons at Defiance. Un- 
fortunately for this Country, too many of us are more 
aſſiduous to pleaſe female Caprice, than to ſatisfy their 


Conſtituents. * Inſtead of endeavouring to deſerve well 


of the Public, they ftrive to deſerve well of o, Woman, 
who has, during the preſent Reign, governed this 
Nation. 

Here ſeveral Members cried out, Name ber ! Name ber! ] 


Why then if I muſt name her, * he, her N ame is Au- 


guſta, Princeſs Dowager of Wales. Here be was called to 
Order, but he proceeded.) Sir, I am not in a Humour to 
retract, or eat my Words. That Infamy I leave to the 
miniſterial Gentry. I am not yet courtly enough to ſay, 


and unſay, the ſame Thing in a Breath. Were I ſuch 


a crouching Spaniel, I ſhould plead the Cauſe of Li- 


berty with a very bad Grace. I do aver, that for theſe 


ten Years paſt we have been governed by one Woman, 
and that the Women 1s the Princeſs Dowager of Wales. 


If you doubt what I advance, appoint a Committee for 


enquiring 1ato her Conduct, and I dare fay that you 


will find my Aſſertion to be a Fact. Ir is not that I 
have any Averſion to petticoat Government. My Ob- 
jection is only to bad Government. I care not who is 


in Leading: ſtrings. Let national Affairs be managed 
properly, and I am ſatisfied. but, while the Rights of 


the People in general are invaded, while the particular 


Franchites of London are violated, while the Courle of 
un 
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| 11 is 3 obſtructed, and while ſuctellive Adds 
f Deſpotiſm render the People i impatient of their Chain, 
and ripe for Reſiſtance; I cannot help warning you of 
your Danger, and pointing out the proper Remedy for 
preſent and future Evils. If you do not puniſh great 
Criminals, the People, it is to be feared; will take the 
Execution of the Laws into their own Hands, Such a 
Conduct you would find more honourable; and, in the 


end, more ſat᷑e than to perſecute, as you do; the Defenders 


of the Law and the Conſtitution. The City Magiſtrates 
will be all over the Empire conſidered, and juſtly con- 
ſidered, as Martyrs to Liberty; and they may raiſe 4 
Flame, which will only terminate in your Deſtruction. 
Recollect the Alarm occaſioned by the Impriſonment of 
the ſeven Biſhops, Do you imagine Men will now 
ſtruggle leſs eagerly for their Rights, than at the Re- 
volution ? Believe me, the Nation is not yet ſo tame or 
puſillanimous: It will as little ſuffer you to become the 
5 Inſtruments of Tyranny, as the bigoted James. 
Let Deſpotiſm aſſume what Name or Appearance it 
pleaſes, let it be called a Star- chamber, or a Houſe of 
Commons, a King, or a Parliament, the People will 
make a Defence ſuitable to the Nature of the Attack. 
The Sovereign formerly claimed the Power of ſuf- 
pending the Laws, and of iſſuing Proclamations ſuperior 
to Statutes, and even to Magna Charta. The People 
| reſiſted. You now claim the fame Power of ſuſpending 
the Laws, and of paſſing Votes paramount in Authority 
to the moſt ſacred and fundamental Conſtitutions of 
rel Realm. You ſwallow up every thing in the Gulf 
of your Privileges. How can you imagine that the 
Peop le ſhould not reſiſt ? They reſiſted on the fame 
Priget le in the Reign of Queen Anne. What was 
the Conſequence ? A Diſſolution of the ef 
Bodies, that dared to be guilty of ſuch Outrages. 
hope no worſe Conſequence will attend your — * 
Encroachments. That Event, which you dread as the 
| rx of Evils, is fervently prayed for by every honeſt 
an, by every Friend to England; and, indeed, it is a 
Conſummation 9 to be Ii for. 
| The. 


The following is the Speech of Mr. Serjeant Glynn, on 
»” 100 oo RE WE IRTS 


Mr. Speaker, | 6H 
ps hy preſent Queſtion is of the utmoſt Importance: 
for it ig a Conteſt between the Commons and 
their Conſtituents; between the Privileges of the 
Houſe, and the Law of the Land. Not that I would 
de iy the Law of Parliament to be a part of the Law 
of the Land. All I mean is, that when it happens to 
be ſubverſive of the known and avowed Law of the 
Land, it is then null and void; becauſe the latter being 
founded on the immemorable acquieſcence of the Peo- 
ple, or upon Acts of the three Eſtates, muſt be ſupe- 
rior in authority to the former, which has no Baſis but 
the Votes of a ſingle Branch of the Legiſlature. For 
this Reaſon it is, that the Votes of the eee : 
never yet compared to the King's Writs. No Court is 
bound to take Notice of them. On the contrary, the 
Judges are bound not to take notice of them, but to 
act according to the known Law. I will not indeed ſay, 
that they are not to regard your Reſolutions more than thaſe 
of a parcel of drunken Porters; but I will ſay that nobody 
has Power to prohibit the Judges in Weſtminſter- 
Hall. The Judges there are ſworn to do Juſtice, with- 
out paying the leaſt attention to any command under 
the Great Seal, or Privy Seal, or any other Seal what- 
ſoever. The Reafon is obvious. The People of Eng- 
land would no longer have any inheritance in the Com- 
mon Law, if the Judges were to take notice of the 
Votes of either Houſe, and to regulate their Deciſions 
accordingly. And why ſhould this be the Caſe? Be- 
cauſe the Votes would not always be uniform in either 
Houſe; and becauſe it appears from paſt Diſputes, that 
the two Houſes might differ in Matters of Importance; 
Circumſtances, that would render it difficult for the 
J udges ro determine which of the two they ought to 
obey ; and if they obeyed both, they would be guilty 
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of Self-contradi&tion. Such is the Reaſoning of Lord 
Somers, and of all thoſe patriotic Peers, who _ 


1 


i (25) 

the Revolution. What is the inference to be drawn 
from it? That Men, who act in a judicial Capacity, 
are bound to adhere to the Law. of the Land, and to 
pay no regard to the Votes of either Houſe. Now does 

not every Magiſtrate act in a judicial Capacity: ? Is not 
every Juſtice of the Peace, every Alderman of London, 
and particularly the Lord Mayor, a Judge in certain 
Caſes? Nothing is more indiſputable. In every Com- 
mitment they are obliged to obſerve the Law of the 
Land; if they do not they are liable to Profecution, 
and the aggrieved Party will recover Damages for falſe 
Impriſonment. How is it then that you would, for 
the ſake of ſupporting your Authority and aſſumed Pri- 


vileges, expoſe Men not only to the Penalties of the 


Law, but to the Infamy of betraying their Truſt, and 
of committing direct Perjury? The Magiſtrates of 
London are Sworn to protect the Franchiſes of the 
City, and to abide by the Law. Will you obtrude 
your Votes upon them as Laws? Whenever you thus 
encroach upon the ſole Right of all the 1 5 
I hope they will have the Virtue to reſiſt. 
It is in vain you aſſert that they thus take upon. them 
. 10 judge of your Privileges. Suppoſe that, under the 
Name of Privilege, you would proceed to do Things 
inconſiſtent with the known Prerogatives of the Crown, 
Vith the known: Privileges of the Lords, contrary to 
the Laws, or deſtructive to the Liberties of the People; 
are not the Magiſtrates, is not every Briton, hound to 
inform you, chat you have no · ſuch Privileges? If, by 
_ afferting that you are the only Judges of your own Pri- 
a —— you would prevent the Magiſtrates and the 
People fromioppoling Innovations and Encroachments, 
vou had better at. once take to yourſelves | the whole 
Government without controul., ut the Caſes: that the 
King had taken the ſame violent. Step, hen. his Pro- 
clamation was at at nought. I there a Man tof Senſe: 
in England, who would: not have been alatmed for his 
Liberty Such à Stretch of the Perogative would have 
at once. reduced the People dear. Yet the King's 
u is an ſacred A can 
1 Eoin 22408 n L 2 ; Þ 5 ? Do * Wer any 
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1760 | ; 
any god Reafon be given why the one ſhould not ex- 
tend as far as the other. If you have a Right to puniſh 
for a Breach. of Privilege, the King has the ſame Right 
to punith for a Breach of the Prerogative, Both have 
been tolerated by the Feople for the ſake of Public 
Good; and both will receive a Check when they no 
longer anſwer that End. For hat are Privilege and Pre- 
rogative? Diſcretionary Powers veſted indifferent branch» 
es of the Legiſlature for the ſervice of the Community. 

Bur as they were founded on no Law, or poſitive 
Conſtitution, they will not be acknowledged, when 
they operate to its diſadvantage. Magna Charta de- 
clares againſt them all in expreſs Terms, when it de- 
clares againſt all diſcretionary Powers. and eſtabliſhes 
tne Trial by Equals as the Baſis of Liberty. And no- 
thing but Neceſſity would have prevailed upon the 
People to have ſuffered any Court to deviate from this 
Plan. Contempts in Court ſtrike fo directly at their 
yery Exiſtence, 'that, for the ſake of Selt-Preſervation, 
every Court muſt be indulged with the Power of im- 
mediate and diſoretionary Puniſhment;. though the 
Practice be contrary to the Letter and Law of our Con- 
ſtitution. But it is not ſo with Contempts out of 
Court. There the Being of the Court, or the Admini- 
ration of Juſtice, is not in danger of being interrupted. 
There js full time and leiſure for Proceeding accord- 
ing to Law and the Conſtitution. None of our Courts, 
therefore, are juſtifiable for treating à Contempt out of 
Court in the ſame ſummary Manner, in which they treat 
2 Contempt in Court. Why ſhould. d of 
Commons be exempted from che Obſervatiomof the ſame 
Rule? Will you pretend that, without the Power of in- 
diſcriminate commitment, you will not be able to pre- 
ſerve your Privileges? How is ir then that the Sove- 
reign, who has no ſuch Power, of uot loſt all his Pre- 
rogatives ? The Reaſon is manifeſt. The Law will 
preſerve to every Man, and every Body of Men, their 
juſt Rights and Privileges. Whence elſe | is it, t chat all 
the Corporations in ihe Kingdom have not long aga. 


bęen d di ſolved! ? They have no ſuch Power; and yet 
4 Ne they 


they ſubſiſt in all their ancient Vigour; becauſe few. 
Men will reſiſt lawful Authority, and fewer ſtill will be 
able to eſcape the Puniſhment dur to their Folly from 
. the Lamps; 1: e 
Lou call yourſelves the Grand Inqueſt of the Na- 
tion. Has any Inqueſt the Fower of inflicting Puniſn · 
ment for any Contempt which may be ſhewn for it? 
They never puniſn; they only preſent ; and the pro- 
per Court is finally: to determine the Matter. Upon 
this Plan was the Houſe of Commons originally formed. 
It was the Inquiſitor of State, and the Courts of Law 
were the Judges of the Quality and Quantity of the 
Puniſhment. - It was never ſuſpected that the legiſlative 
and judicial Authorities were not to be kept diſtin, 
Whenever the Commons aſſumed this monſtrous Power, 
there was: an End of Liberty, and the Conſtitution, 
When the Rump Parliament exerciſed the very Autho- 
rity for which you now contend, it became the Tyrant 
of the Nation. It is ridiculous then in you to ſay, that 
he would be the Object of Laughter, who ſhould pre-. 
tend to inſinuate that you are going to invade the Li- 
berties of the Nation. Tou follow the Steps of that 
| Hoyſe of Commons that was guilty of this Enormity. 
Why ſhould we entertain a better Opinion of Human 
Nature at this Period, than in the Days of Charles? 
1s it leſs ambitious, or leſs corrupt? I have heard ſome 
of you declare the Reverſe. What is the Conſequence? 
The People of England ought to be on their Guard, and 
and tq oppoſe the Evil in its firſt Stage, 8 


Notwichſtanding all theſe ſpirited Remonſtances, on. 
the Side of Patriotiſm, Numbers prevailed; and, on 
the Queſtion being put, it was carried by 202 to 39. 
Mr. Ellis then propoſed a Secret Committee, to ex- 
amine into the Cauſes af the preſent Diſturbances, to 
conſiſt of Twenty- one; for which a Ballot was ordered 
on the following Day. VVV 
And then the Houſe adjourned, +. 
Ass ſoon as the Lord Mayor was acquainted with his 
Doom (which way pepween Twelve and One in the 
19 fs Morning) 


- 


E * 
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Morning) his Lordſhip, attended by his Chap! 
two Me Saks left t e Houſe. As ſoon as his Ade 
ſhip and the above Gentlemen had got into his Coach, 
the Populace to take the Horſes from the 
TY „and immediately joined Hand in Hand, and 
whe Eordfhip to Temple:Bar : As ſoon” as they 
2 there, hes ſhut the Gates, and informed- his 
Lordfhip, that two of the Com ny he had with him 
had been drawn to the Extent of their Boundaries, and 
infiſted upon their immediately getting out- f- the 
Coach. 'His Lordſhip informed them, chey were not 
the People they ſaſpeRted them 'to be; but two of his 
Friends and his Chaplain, who were going wirk him to 
the Manſion-Houſe : They gave them three Huzzas, 
and then opened the Gates, and drew him within the 
City, to the Manſion-Houſe, amidſt the loud Shouts 
and Acclamations of a prodigious Concourſe of People, 
and by the Ladies and Gentlemen from almoſt every 
Window as they paſſed along. When come to the 
Manſion-Houſe, they inſiſted none but his Lordſhip, 
and his -own Domeſtics, ſhould enter; which, as ſoon 
as they had ſeen done, they gave a Number of bud 
| Fuzzas, and then departed very quietly. 

About Four o'Clock the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor arrived at the Tower, and was lodged at Mrs. 
Bradihaw's, on the Parade, next Door to the Bloody 

6 His Lordſhip, notwithſtanding 1725 Po | 
868 en in great Spirits. 

_ --Whilft 15 Houſe of Commons was thus proſecu tin 
the City Magiſtrates, for no more than — 
charge of Gr Duty, and a religious Obſervance of 
their ' Oaths; "the Aldermen, Common Council, and 
Citizens; were taking every Step, not only to defend 
them, but ſhew them every poſſible Mark of Hohour. 
On Thuriday (March 2+) the Common-Council met at 
Guildhall, Mr. Alderman: n in the r z 
when it was unanimouſly. - = 
* Reſolved, 51 

That the Thanks of this Court FR ow. to 

4 "the hag ood Honourable" the Lord N and the 

— * 2 6 1. , Ader 5 


ww 9 220 
—— YT xr * 


_— 


(79) 


16 Aiermin Wilkes and Oliver, for having, on a | | 


« late important Occaſion; ſupported the Privileges 


„ and Franchiſes of the City, and detended our ex- 


„ cellent Conſtitution.” IE ous afterwards ordered to 
be ſigned by the Town Clerk, and and a Copy delivered to 
each of them. 


A Motion was made, and the Queſtion put, 2 That 3 
4 Committee of four Aldermen, and eight Com- 


„ moners, be appointed to aſſiſt the Lord Mayor, and 
 «. the Aldermen Wilkes and Oliver, in their Defence 


on the Charge * againf them by the Houſe 1 


Commons. * 


AlbkRM EV. M. Willam n 


Sir Wm. Stephenſon, Mr. Hurford, 
Sir Charles Aſgill. Mir. Reynolds, 
Mr. Alderman Turner, Mr. Bellas, c 
Mr. Alderman Kirkman. Mr. Clavey, 5 
Couuon ERS. Mr. James Sharpe, 


Mr. Deputy Cockſedge, Mr. Deputy Judd. 


A Motion was made, and Queſtion put, That 
* the ſaid Committee be empowered to employ ſuch 
Council as they ſhall think proper upon this 1mportant 


Ml Occaſion. And, 


„That the Committee be empowered to draw on 
the Chamber, for any Sum not t exceeding Five hun- 
* dred Pounds. 8 


on the 2700 of March they again met, and reſolved 
on the following Procedings, which were ſent to Mr. 
| Alderman Oliver: | 


SIR, 


faithful Performance of your Duty as a Magi- 


| Nrate, and deſirous of giving you an early Teftimony 
of their Approbation and Gratitude, have paſſed the 
: 9 Reſolution: 


TREC orH Ick, 


H E Common n well faticfied with the 
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28) 
TRECOTHICK, RD PONY 
20 C R OS B T. Mayor. . | 
A Common Council holden in the Chamber of the 
Guildhall of the City of London on T uefday the 
26th Day of March, 1771 


A Motion being made, and Queſtion put, That 
during the Confinement of Mr. Alderman Oliver in 
« the Tower of London, a Table be provided for him 
« at the Expence of this City, under the Direction and 
Management of the Committee appointed at the laſt 
« Court, to aſſiſt the Lord Mayor and the Aldermen 
« Wilkes and Oliver, in their Defence on the Charge 
brought againſt them by the Houſe of Commons; 
<« the ſame was unanimouſly reſolved in the Affirmative, 
« and ordered accordingly. has 


"0 HODGES” 


In conſequence of this Reſolution, we deſire your 
Directions, that we may execute this Truſt in the 
Manner moſt agreeable to yourſelf. 


We have the Honour to be, | 
With great Eſteem and Affection, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servants, 


Signed for and by Order of the Committee, 


Cuildball, London, . HO D GEsS. 5 
n nn. Ee 


Mr. Alderman O LIV E R's 1 


GENTLEMEN, 


1 BEG the Favour of you to return my Thanks | 
A to the Common Council of London, for this 


affectionate Proof of their Attention to the Situation 


of one of their Magiſtrates. Though the faithful Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice, according to my Oath, was the 
ſole Motive of my Conduct, yet I cannot but confehs 
that their Approbation makes my Duty more pleaſing. 
The Satisfaction of their Concurrence is, however, the 
only Advantage I mean to receive from vgs Reſo- 
ution: 


(8). 


; 3 : Many ſtrong Reaſons, both public and private, 


_ oblige me to decline the T able they have provided for 
me, and I hope they will not be offended at my Re- 
fulal. Jam happy, Gentlemen, to find the Common 


Council agree with me in thinking that an Apology is 


due from the Houſe of Commons who have violated the 
Laws, and not from the Magiſtrate who has fulfilled 
them. This Country has been unhappy from the Mo- 
ment that the preſent prevailing Countels has influenced 
the Sovereign. The laſt ten Years has afforded to the 


Citizens of London, in particular, every Inſtance of 


Neglect. Unkindneſe, Infult-and Injury. Their Pe- 


| ritions have been rejected, lighted, ridiculed :* Their 
Property unjuſtly conveyed to others: Their Charters 


violated : Their Rights invaded : The Laws conteinned : 

Their Magiſtrates impriſoned. The Power that con- 
ſumes us has the plaineſt and molt odious Marks of 
Deſpotiſm, abje& abroad, and inſolent at home. 
Whether our Rights will, in the end, be peaceably re- 
| eſtabliſhed, or whether this Violence will be purſued, 

is more than 1 can certainly declare; but this I will 
venture to ſay for myſelf, they muſt either Change the 
Laws or the Magiſtrate; for my Adherence to my 
Duty ſhall be invariably the ſame, regardleſs of the 
Conlequences. 


I am, GENTLEMEN, | 
With the greateſt Reſpect, 
out moſt obedient and 
Tower, Faithful humble Servant, 
March 29, 1771. RICHARD OLIVER. 


The Day after the Common Council again met, and 
came to the following unanimous reſvlutions : 

« That the Thanks of this Court be given to Sir 
Robert Ladbroke, Knt. Barlow Trecothick, James 


„ Townſend, John Sawbridge, Eſqrs. Aldermen, and 


« & William Baker and Joſeph Martin, Efgrs. Sheriffs 
« of the City, being Members of the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, tor having there e the 
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( 82) 
“Rights and Privileges of their Fellow- citizens, and vin- 
dicated the upright Conduct of their Magiſtrates.” 


Likewiſe on the Thurſday following, March 28, the 
Committee met, and encloſed the following Letter = 


the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor : 


My Loxo, . 
E E Common Council, mel} ſatisfied with the 


faithful Performance of your Lordſhip's Duty as 
Magiſtrate, and deſirous of giving you an early Teſti- 
mony of their Approbation and Gratitude, have paſſed 


the following Relolution : 
TRE C O e K, 3 Teens. 


%% BF;  : Dayor- 


A Common Council, holden in the Chamber of the 
Guildhall of the City of London, on Thurſday the 


28th Day of March, 1771; 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That Ser the Confine- 


ment of the Right Hon. Braſs Croſby, Lord Mayor, 


in the Tower of London, a Table be provided for 
him, at the Expence of this City, under the Direction 
and Management of the Committee appointed on 
*« the ewenty-firſt Inſtant, to aſſiſt the Lord Mayor and 


the Aldermen Wilkes and Oliver, in their Defence 


of the Charge brought againſt them by the Houſe of 
25 Commons. 8 


N HODGES. — 


3 conſequence of this Reſolution, we deſire your 
Lordſhip's Directions that we may execute this Truſt 
in the Manner moſt agreeable to yourſelf... 


We have the Honour to be, 
With great Eſteem and Affection, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
Humble Servants. 


Signed for and by Order of the Committee, 


Guildhall, London, HOOD GES. 


March 29, 1771. 
The Right Hon. the Lord 


Mayor of Landon. 12 py | —— 


Sn. 
LORD MAYOR's ANSWER. 


| 8 me Leave, Gentlemen. to intreat you to 
make my warmeſt Acknowledgments to the Com- 
mon Council, for their reſpectful and generous Offer 
of a Table to be provided tor me, at the Expence of 
this City, during my Confinement in the Tower of 
London. : 
I am deeply ſenſible of this Mark of their Regard, 
and I feel, as I ought, the polite and obliging Manner 
in which the Committee defire to carry ſo handſome an 
Offer of the City into Execution. 
I cannot, however, entertain the Thought of any 
additional Expence being incurred on this Occaſion, 
perſonally on my Account; and, I hope, that I may 
be allowed to decline a Favour which I ſhall never 
forget. | 
It it were poſſible that I could * been one Mo- 
ment detered from a faithful Diſcharge of my Duty, or 
from defending the Liberties of my Fellow. citizens, 
and the Rights of the People, the repeated Proofs of 
Eſteem and Affection, which I receive, would recall my 
Attention, and determine me; but, I have long ſince 
dedicated myſelf to their Service, as Citizens of London, 
and as Engliſnmen. I will perſevere in the Defence of 
our excellent Conſtitution, and the Franchites granted 
our Anceſtors, not more for the Honour and Proſperity 
ot this City, than tor the Emolument of the whole 
Community. | 
Animated with theſe Sentiments, + need not aſſere 
you, Gentlemen, that I am indifferent to the Conſe- 
quences that may attend an honeſt Zeal for the Laws 


of my Country, which ſhall ever remain my gory 5 
Principle. c 


= 
BY 
x * 
"+ 
. * 
7 
7 
© ++ 
7 
5% 
þ4 v4 
9 
% 1# 
* 


1 


I am, Grariiuen, 


With much Reſpect and Gratitude, 
Your faithful and devoted humble Servant, 
BRASS: ( 
Fi om | the Tower, 5 
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Whilſt theſe mutual A BIDS of Civility were 
_ paſſing between the Common Council and the illuſtrious 
Priſoners, the Citizens of all Ranks were not bchind 
hand in expreſſing their high Senſe of their Spirit and 
Independence; and the Tower was conſtantly crowded 
with the Carriages of the Nobleſſe and Gentry, | 
The Miniſtry, however, were determined to perſevere, | 
and the next Day (March 28) atter the Lord Mayor's 
Commitment, the Houle went on an Enquiry into the 
Cauſe of the Dilturbances, which Mr. Ellis propoſe. 
the Day before. 
Charles Fox complained to the Houſe, that the Mol 


in Palace-Yard, had inſulted him, breaking the Glaſſcs 


of his Chariot, and aſſaulting him with Oranges, 
Stones, &c. &c. He ſaid it was owing to the Manner 
in which they had been attempted to be diſperſed the 
Day before; the Sheriffs and Gentlemen who wen: 
among them, having uſed gentle Methods of perſuad- 
ing them to diſperſe, telling them that what they did 
world kurt my Lord May or, and that it was his deſire 
they ſhould go away; that they ought to have uſed 
compulſive Methods, as it was evident that other Means 

would only tempt them to return again on every other 
Occaſion "that this was verified by what had happened 
this Day, be not only having been inſulted, but even 
the King going to the Houſe of Lords. 

The Sheriffs in their Defence acknowledged that they 
had uſed lenient Methods to perſuade the Mob to dil- 
perſe, hut they had alſo taken other Precautions, or- 
dering an additional number of 50 cr 60 Conſtables, 
and ſending to the City for further Aſſiſtance, that they 
had alſo threatened the People with the Laws. That 
on thoſe Endeavours they had in a great Meaſure diſ- 

rſed, as Vas apparent by the Houſe proceeding to 
— 

Lord North, ſaid, he thought the Shexiſſs had acted 

roperly in what they had done, and ſhould have na 
b. ection! in teſtiſying 1 it; but at preſent the Houſe had 
another Buſineſs before chem; he therefore moved for 
phe < Orcer of the Pay: 8 1 1 ; 
| '- 


"cm. 

As the conduct of the Sheriffs had, in n Mea. 
e been arraigned, it ſeemed neceſſary to many Gen- 
tlemen, that they ſhould receive the Approbation of the 
Houſe. Moſt of thoſe who ſpoke, even of the Mi- 


niſtry, having given their Teſtimony accordingly; for if 


the Affair had dropp'd here it would appear as if the 
Houſe thought ſome Cenſure neceſſary. General Con- 


way, the Adyocate of Scotland, and ſeveral of the Mi- 


niſtry joined in this Approbation, but thoſe in Admi- 


niſtration oppoſed it, becauſe it did not appear that the 


Mob was eifeQtually diſperſed, that the Sheriffs had 
done no more than their Duty in attempting to diſ- 
perſe them, and that the Manner of their doing it, was 
but a Compliment to the Houle. : 

On the Queſtion for the Order of the Day: 75 a- 

ainſt 

on Tbe Order of the Day was then read for the Houſe 
to ballot for the Secret Committee. 


Mr. Dowdeſwell got up to oppole it. He ſaid, That 


not being in the Houſe when the Motion was made, he 
had loſt an Opporunity to fay any Thing againſt it, but 
now he was utterly againſt it; that he "feared, by the 


Methods taken in nominating this Committee, that ſome 


Extraordinary Step was to be taken by it, the Introduc- 
tion of ſome new Meaiure, which, at the late Time 
of the Year, was improper to briag on, many Gentle- 
men being about to leave Town; but no Perſon join- 
ing in Oppoſition, the Houſe proceeded to the Order 
of the Day. 

The Houſe then proceeded to baliot for the Twen- 
ty-one Secret Committee; which was done by eve- 
ry Member dropping into a Glaſs Urn a Liſt of 
Twenty-one Gentlemen. They then adjourned (on 
Account of the Eaſter Holy-days) to Tueſday the gth 


of April. Mr. Wilkes had, ſome Days before, been 


order. to attend on Monday the 8th; but, by ad- 
Journing over the Day, that Order was evaded: 


At this alarming Criſis Junius, (that celebrated Cham- 


pion of Liberty) as uſual, ſtepped forth and addreſſed 
the Public in the following Letter. 


— — —_ * 
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O write for Profit without taxing the Preſs ;—to 
write for Fame and be unknown ;—to ſupport 
the Intrigues of Faction and to be diſowned, as a dan- 
gerous Auxiliary, by every Party in the Kingdom, ar 
Contradictions, which the Miniſter muſt reconcile, be- 
fore I forfeit my Credit with the Public. I may quit 
the Service, but it would be abſurd to ſuſpe& me of 
Deſertion. 

The Reputation of theſe Papers i is an honourable 
Pledge for my Attachment to the People. To facri- 
ice a reſpected Character, and to renounce the Eſteem 
of Society, requires more than Mr. Wedderburne's Re- 
ſolution ; and though, in him, it was rather a Profeſ- 
ſion than Deſertion of his Principles, [I ſpeak tenderly 
of this Gentleman, for when Treachery 1s in queſtion, I 
think we ſhould make Allowance for a Scotchinan,] yet 
we have ſcen him in the Houſe of Commons over- 
whelmed with Contuſion, and almoſt bereft of his Fa- 
culties. - But in Truth, Sir, I have left no Room for 
an Accommodation with the Piety of St. James's. My 
Offences are not to be redeemed by Recantation or Re- 
pentance. On one Side our warmeſt Patriots would 
diſclaim me as a Burthen to their honeſt Ambition. On 
the other, the vileſt Proſtitution, if Junius could de- 
ſcend to it, would loſe its natural Merit and Influence 
in the Cabinet, and Treachery be no longer a Recom- 
mendation to the Royal Favour. 

The Perſons, who, till within theſe few Years, have 
becn moſt diſtinguiſhed by their Zeal for High Church 
and Prerogative, are now, it ſeems, the great Aſſertors 
of the Privileges of the Houſe of Commons. This 
ſudden Alteration of their Sentiments, or Language, 
carries with it a ſuſpicious Appearance. When I hear 
- the undefined Privileges of the popular Branch of the 
Legiſlature exalted by Tories and Jacobites, at the Ex- 
pence of thoſe ſtrict Rights, which are known to the 
Subject and limited by the Laws, I cannot but ſuſpect, 


that ſome miſchievous Scheme is in Agitation, to de- 


N both Law and Privilege, by oppoſing them to 
each 


C 
each other. They who have uniformly denied the 
whole Power of 5 whole Legiſlature to alter the De- 
ſcent of the Crown, and whole Anceſtors, in Rebellion 
againſt his Majeſty's F amily, have defended” that Doc- 
trine at the Hazard of their Lives, now tell us that 
Privilege of Parliament 1s the only Rule of Right, and 
the chief Security of the public Liberty. —I fear, Sir, 
that, while Forms remain, there has been ſome mate- 
rial Change in the Subſtance of our Conſtitution. The 
Opinions of theſe Men were too abſurd to be fo ealily 
renounced, Liberal Minds are open to Convittian.— 
Liberal Doctrines are capable of Improvement. There 
are Proſelytes from Atheiſm, but none from Superſti- 
tion.— If their preſent Profeſſions were ſincere, I think 
they could not but be highly offended at ſeeing a Queſ- 
tion concerning Parhamentary Privilege, unneceſſarily 
\ ſtarted at a Seaſon ſo unfavourable to the Houſe of 
Commons, and by ſo very mean and inſtgnificant a 
| Perſon as the Minor Onflow. They knew that the pre- 
ſent Houſe of Commons, having commenced Hoſtili- 
ties with the People, and degraded the Authority of the 
Laws, by their own Example, were likely enough to 
be reſiſted, per fas ct nefas. It they were really Friends 
to Privilege, they would have thought the Queſtion of 
Right too dangerous to be hazarded at this Seaſon, 
and, without the Formality of a Convention, would 
have left it undecided. 

I have been ſilent hitherto, though not from that 
ſhameful Indifference about the Iatereſts of Society, 
which too many of us profeſs, and call Moderation. 1 
confeſs, Sir, that I felt the Prejudices of my Educa- 
tion, in favour of a Houſe of Commons, ſtill hanging 
about me. I thought that a Queſtion, between Law 
and Privilege, could never be brought to a formal De- 
ciſion, without Inconvenience to the public Service, or 
a manifeſt Diminution of Liberty, and ought therefore 
to be carefully avoided : And when that I ſaw that the 
Violence of the Houſe of Commons had carried them 
too far to retreat, I determined not to deliver a haſty 

1 2. Opinion 
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Opinion upon a Matter of ſo much Delicacy and Im- 
portance. 

The State of Things! is much altered in this Country, | 
ſince it was neceſſary to protect our Repreſentatives a- 
gainſt the direct Power of the Crown. We have nothin: 
to apprehend from Prerogative, but every Thing from 
undue Influence. Formerly it was the Intereſt of the 
People, that the Privileges of Parliament ſhould be left 
unlimited and undefined. At preſent it is not only their 
Intereſt, but I hold it to be eſſentially Neceſſary to the 
Preſervation of the Conſtitution, that the Privileges of 
Parliament ſhould be ſtrictly aſcertained, and be con- 
fined within the narroweſt Bounds the Nature of their 
Inſtitution will admit of. Upon the ſame Principle, 
on which I would have reſiſted Prerogative in the laſt 
Century, I now reſiſt Privilege. It is indifferent to me, 
whether the Crown, by its own immediate Act, impo- 

ſes new, and diſpenſes with old Laws, or whether the 
fame arbitrary Power produces the ſame Effects through 
the Medium of the Houſe of Commons. We truſted 
our Repreſentatives with Privileges for their own De- 
fence and ours. We cannot hinder their Deſertion, but 
we can prevent their carrying over their Arms to the 
Service of the Enemy. —It will be ſaid, that I begin 
with endeavouring to reduce the Argument concerning 
Privilege to a mere Queſtion of Convenience that J 
deny at one Moment what I would allow at another; 
and that to reſiſt the Power of a proſtituted Houſe ct 
Commons may eſtabliſh a Precedent injurious to all fu- 
ture Parliaments. — To this 1 anſwer generally, Thar 
human Affairs are in no Inſtance governed by ſtrict po- 
ſitive Right. If Change of Circumitances were to have 
no Weight in directing our Conduct and Opinions, che 
mutual Intercourſe of Mankind would be nothing more 
than a Contention between poſitive and cquitable Right. 
Society would be a State of War, and Law itſelf would 
be Injuſtice. On this general Ground, it is highly 
reaſonable, that the Degree of our Submiſſion to Pri- 
vileges, which have never been defined by any poſitive 

| Law. 
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Law, ſhould be conſidered as a Queſtion of Conveni- 
ence, and proportioned to the Confidence we repoſe in 
the Integrity of our Repreſentatives. As to rhe _ | 
we may do to any future and more reſpectable Houſe 
of Commons, I own I am not now ſanguine enough to 
expect a more plentiful Harveſt of Parliamentary Vir- 
tue in one Year than another. Our political Climate is 
ſeverely altered; and without dwelling upon the De- 
pravity of modern Times, I think no reaſonable Man 
will expect that, as human Nature is conſtituted, the 
enormous Influence of the Crown ſhould ceaſe to pre- 
vail over the Virtue of Individuals. The Miſchief hes 
too deep to be cured by any Remedy, leſs than ſome 
| = Convulſion, which may either carry back the Con- 
itution to its original Principles, or- utterly deſtroy it. 
I do not doubt that, in the firſt Seſſion after the next 
Election, ſome popular Meaſures may be adopted. The 
preſent Houſe of Commons have injured themſelves by 
a too early and public Profeſſion of their Principles; 
and if a Strain of Proſtitution, which had no Example, 
were within the Reach of Emulation, it might be im- 
prudent to hazard the Experiment too ſoon. But after 
all, Sir, it is very immaterial whether a Houſe of Com- 
mons ſhall preſerve their Virtue for a Week, a Month, 
or a Year. The Influence, which makes a Septennial 
Parliament dependent upon the Pleaſure of the Crown, 
has a permanent Operation, and cannot fail of Succeſs. 
My Premiſes, I know, will be denied in Argument, 
but every Man's Conſcience tells him they are true. It 
remains then to be conſidered, whether it be for the In- 
tereſt of the People that Privilege of Parliament, (which, 
in reſpect to the Purpoſes, for which it has hitherto 
been acquieſced under, is merely nominal) ſhould be 
contracted within ſome certain Limits, or whether the 
Subject ſhall be left at the Mercy of a Power, arbitrary 
upon the Face of it, and notorioutly under the Di- 
rection of the Crown. i | 
I do not mean to decline the Queſtion of Right. On 
the contrary, Sir, I join Iſſue with the advocates for 
Privilege, and affirm, that, © excepting the Caſes, 
ro = | « wherein 
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« wherein the Houſe of Commons are a Court of Judi- 
« cature, [to which, from the Nature of their Office, 
* a coercive Power muſt belong] and excepting ſuch 
« Contempts as immediately interrupt their Proceed- 
<« ings, they have no legal Authority to impriſon any 
Man for any ſuppoſed Violation of Privilege what- 
<« ſever.” It is not pretended that Privilege, as now 


1 claimed, has ever been defined or confirmed by Statute; 


neither can it be faid, with any colour of Truth, to be 
a Part of the Common Law of England, which had 

wn into Prefcription, long before we knew any thing 
of the Exiſtence of a Houſe of Commons. As for the 
Law of Parliament, it is only another Name for the 


Privilege in Queſtion ; and fince the Power of creating 


new Privileges has been formally renounced by both 
Houſes, — ſince there is no Code, in which we can ſtudy 
the Law of Parliament, we have but one Way left to 
make ourſelves acquainted with it that is, to com- 
pare the Nature of the Inſtitution of a Houſe of Com- 
mons with the Facts upon Record. To eſtabliſh a Claim 
of Privilege in either Houſe, and to diſtinguiſh origi- 
nal Right from an Uſurpation, it mult appear that it is 
inditpenſibly neceſſary for the Pertormance of the Duty 
they are employed in, and alſo that it has been uniform- 
ly allowed. From the firſt Part of this Deſcription it 

llows clearly, that whatever Privilege does of Right 
belong to the preſent Houſe of Commons, did equally 
belong to the firſt Aſſembly of their Predeceſſors, was 
as compleatly veſted in them, and might have been 
exerciſed in the ſame Extent. From the ſecond we 


muſt infer that Privileges, which, for ſeveral Centuries, 


were not only never allowed, but never even claimed 
by the Houſe of Commons, muſt be founded upon Uſur- 
pation. The Conſtitutional Duties of a Houſe of Com- 
mons are not very complicated, nor myſterious. They 
- are to propoſe or aſſent to wholeſome Laws for the Be- 
nefit of the Nation. They are to grant the neceſſary 
Aids to the King; petition for the Redreſs of Griev- 
ances, and proſecute Treaſon or High Crimes againſt 
the State. If unlimited Privilege be neceſſary to the 
| * | th Performance, 
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Performance of theſe Duties, we have reaſon to con- 
clude, that for many Centuries after the Inſtitution of 
the Houſe of Commons, they were never performed. 
Jam not bound to prove a Negative, but I appeal 
to the Engliſh Hiſtory when I affirm that, with the Ex- 
ceptions already ſtated, (which yet I might ſafely relin- 
quiſh) there is no Precedent, from the Year 1265 to 
the Death of Queen Elizabeth, of the Houſe of Com- 
mons having impriſoned any Man (not a Member of 
their Houſe) for Contempt or Breach of Privilege. In 
the moſt flagrant Cafes, and when their acknowledged 
Privileges were moſt groſsly violated, the poor Commons 
as they then ſtiled themſelves, never took the Power 
of Puniſhment into their own Hands. They either 
tought Redreſs by Petition to the King, or, what is more 
remarkable, applied for Juſtice to the Houſe of Lords 
and when Satisfaction was denied them or delayed, their 
only Remedy was to refuſe proceeding upon the King's 
Buſineſs. So little Conception had our Anceſtors of 
the monſtrous Doctrines now maintained concerning 
Privilege, that in the Reign of Elizabeth, even Liberty 
of Speech, the vital Principle of a deliberative Aſſembly, 
was reſtrained, by the Queen's Authority to a ſimple 
Aye or No, and this Reſtriction, though impoſed upon 
three ſucceſſive Parliaments *, was never once diſputed 
by the Houle of Commons. „ 
I know there are many Precedents of arbitrary Com- 
mitments for Contempts; but, beſides that they are of 
too modern a Date to warrant a Preſumption that ſuch 
a Power was originally veſted in the Houſe of Commons, 
| —#a# alone does not conſtitute Right. If it does, 
General Warrants were lawful. An Ordinance of the 
two Houſes has a Force equal to Law; and the cri- 
minal Juriſdiction aſſumed by the Commons in 1621, 
in the Cale of Edward Lloyd is a good Precedent, to 
warrant the like Proceedings againſt any Man, who 
ſnall unadviſedly mention the Folly of a King, or the 
Ambition of a Princeſs.— The Truth is, Sir, that the 


In the Years 1593—1597—and 1601. 1 
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greateſt and moſt exceptionable Part of the Privileges | 
now contended for, were introduced and aſſerted by a 


Houſe of Commons which aboliſhed both Monarchy 


and Peerage, and whoſe Proceedings, although they 
ended in one glorious Act of ſubſtantial Juſtice, could 


no way be reconciled to the Forms of the Conſtitution. 


Their Succeſſors profited by the Example, and con- 


firmed their Power by making a moderate or a popular 


Uſe of it. Thus it grew by Degrees, from a notorious 
Innovation at one Period, to be tacitly admitted as the 
Privilege of Parliament at another. 

It however it could be proved; from Conſiderations 
of Neceſſity or Convenience, that an unlimited Power 
of Co:nmitment ought to be entruſted to the Houle of 
Commons, and that in fact they have exerciſed it without 


Oppoſition, ſtul, in Contemplation of Law, the Pre- 
ſumption is ſtrongly againſt them. It is a leading 
Maxim ct the Laws of "England, (and, without it, all 


Laws are nugatory that there is no Right without a 
Remedy, nor any legal Power without a legal Courſe to 


carry it into Effect. Let the Power, now in Queſtion, 


be tried by this Rule. The Speaker iſſues his War- 


rant of Attachment. The Party attached either reſiſts 
Force with Force,or appeals toa Magiſtrate, who declares 


the Warrant illegal, and diſcharges the Priſoner. Does 
the Law provide no legal Means for inforcing a legal 
Warrant? Is there no regular Proceedings pointed out 
in our Law-books to aſſert and vindicate the Authority 


of ſo high a Court as the Houſe of Commons? The 


Queſtion is anſwered directly by the Fact. Their un- 
lawful Commands are refiſted, and they have no Re- 
medy. The Impriſonment of their own Members :s 
Revenge indeed, but it is no Aﬀertion of the Privilege 


they contend for. Their whole Proceeding ſtops, and 
there they ſtand, aſhamed to retreat, and unable to ad- 


vance. Sir, theſe ignorant Men ſhould be informed, 
that the Execution of the Laws of England is not left 
in this uncertain, defenceleſs Condition. If the Proceſs 
of the Courts of Weſtminſter-hall be reſiſted, they 


have a girect Courſe, ſufficient to inforce Submiſſion. 


The 
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The Court of King's Bench commands the Sheriff to 
raiſe the Poſſe Comitatis, The Courts of Chancery and 
F.xchequer iſſue a Hit of Rebellion, which mult alſo be 
ſupported, if neceffary, by the Power of the County. 
To whom will our honeit Repreſentatives direct heir 
Writ of Rebellion? The Guards, I doubt not, are wil- 
ling enough to be employed, but they know nothing of 1 
the Doctrine of Writs, and may think it neceſſary to 
wait for a Letter from Lord Barrington. | 

It may now be objected to me, that my Arguments 
prove too much; for that certainly there may be In- 
ſtances of Contempt and Inſult to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, which do not tail within my own Exceptions, 
yet, in regard to the Dignity of the Houſe, ought not 
to paſs unpuniſhed. Be it ſo. — The Courts of Criminal 
Juriſdiction are open to Proſecutions, which the At- 
torney General may commence by Information or In- 
dictment. A Libel tending to aſperſe or vilify the 
Houle of Commons, or any of their Members, may be 
25 ſeverely puniſhed in the Court of King's Bench, as a 
Libel upon the King. Mr. De Grey thought fo, when 
he drew up the Information upon my. Letter to 
his Majeſty, or he had no Meaning in charging it to 
be a ſcandalous Libel upon the Houſe of Commons. 
In my Opinion, they would conſult their real Dignity 
much better, by appealing to the Laws when they are 
offended, than by violating the firſt Principle of natural 
Juſtice, which torbids us to be Judges, when we are 
Parties to the Cauſe. | 123 | 
l do not mean to purſue them through the Remainder 
of their Proceedings. In their firſt Reſolutions, it is 
poſſible they might have been deceived by 1ll-conſidered 
Precedents. For the reſt, there 1s no Colour of Pal- 
liation or Excuſe. They have adviſed the King to re- 
ſume a Power of diſpenſing with the Laws by Royal 
Proclamation; and Kings we ſee are ready enough to 
follow ſuch Advice. By mere Violence, and without 
the Shadow of Right, they have expunged the Record 
of a judicial Proceeding. — Nothing remained, but to 
=: . 5 attribute 
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attribute to their own Vote a Power of ſtopping the 
whole Diſtribution of criminal and civil Juſtice. 

The public Virtues of the Chief Magiſtrate have 
long fince ceaſed to be in Queſtion. But it is ſaid that 


To 9 


Conſtitution once more, if there were no other Way to 
obtain ſubſtantial Juſtice for the People. 7 
| JUNIUS. 


The News of the Lord Mayor and Mr. Alderman 
Oliver being confined in the Tower had no ſooner gone 
abroad, but the independent Part of the Kingdom 
_ forward with Ardour to expreſs the Appro- 

ation of their Conduct; amongſt thoſe, Honiton (the 

Borough the Lord Mayor repreſents) was the foremoſt, 
of which the following is the Addreſs : 


The Addreſs of the Portreeve, Bailiff, and all the 
rincipal Inhabitants of the Borough of Honiton, in 
Devonſhire, as tranſmitted to Sir George Yonge, Bart. 
and the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor of this City, their 
Repreſentatives in Parliament. . 55 
To Sir GEORGE YONGE, Bart. and 

BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; 

_ GENTLEMEN, - £1 | | 
\ \ E, the Portreeve, Bailiff, and the principal In- 

| habitants of the Borough of Honiton, think it 
our indiſpenſible Duty to return you, our Repre- 
ſentatives, our warmeſt Thanks for your diſintereſted 
and unbiaſſed Conduct in Parliament, in defence of our 
| ineſtimable 
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Ineſtimable Liberties and conſtitutional Rights, as no- 
thing is more dear to us, or could have rendered you 


more worthy of our Regard, and the Continuanc of 
our Approbation, than the Part you have avowed and 


ſupported, in Maintenance of our invaluable Pri- 
vileges. 


We beg Leave therefore to aſſure you, that your 


inflexible and uninfluenced Perſeverance in the ſame 
glorious Cauſe, will ever render you moſt worthy of our 


Eſteem, and entitle you to our future Confidence, in 


| defiance of every undue Art which may be ſuggeſted 
as a Motive to ſhake our Reſolutions. 
We are, GENTLEMEN, 
| Your moſt humble Servants. 
| Dated at Honiton, 5 | 
the 29th of March, 1771. 


The following is the Anſwer nm by the 
Right Hon. the ($f Mayor of London, to the Addreſs 
of he Portreeve, Bailiff, oF principal Inhabitants of 
the Borough of Honiton : 
To the worthy Inhabitants of the Borough | 
= HONI T O N. | 
GENTLEMEN, 


IE AD the Honour this Day of receiving from you 
the nobleſt Teſtimonial of your Approbation of my 


Conduct in Parliament; that ſacred Truſt J have —— 5 
conſcientiouſly diſcharged. I have, in that Station, 


ſolely conſidered myſelf as entruſted by you, to be a 
| Guardian of the invaluable Liberties, which this Na- 
tion enjoys beyond any in the World. With Anguih 


I have ſeen them attacked and violated of late in the 


moſt deſperate Manner, and the wicked Plan of deſtroying 


this Conſtitution ſeems now to be purſued with the — 


Rigour. But whatever the profligate Attempts of our 


Enemies may be, they ſhall find in me a zealous and 


intrepid Aſſertor of the Liberties of this Kingdom, a 


warm Friend to the Conſtitution as by Law eſtabliſhed, | 


and that I am, on every Occaſion, devoted to your 
| Service, / 
5 D 
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I rejoice to find, chat all the undue Arts to warp 
your Integrity have been ineffectual; and I hope that 
in the ſevereſt Trial J ſhall approve myſelf worthy of 
the Support of Gentlemen, whoſe public Virtue is proof 
againſt every ſiniſter Attempt, or open Attack. 


I am, Gentlemen, 
With the utmoſt Reſpect and Gratitude, 


Your faithful and obedient humble Servant, 
BRASS CROSBY. 


On Saturday Merck 30, at One O'Clock, the In- 
queſt of Biilingſgate Ward went in Proceſſion, from 
the Coal-Exchange Coffee-houſe to the Tower, at- 
tended by the Beadle of the Ward with his Mace, to 
pay their Reſpects to Mr. Oliver, their Alderman; 
on which their Foreman addreſſed him thus: 5 


81 , 

rs Inqueſt of your Ward, being may ſenfible 

of the Fortitude and Virtue of cheir worthy Al- 
derman and Repreſentative, cannot, at this Time, 
omit to teſtify their Approbation and unfeigned Thanks 
for your late public Conduct, which has fo conſpicu- 
ouſly diſtinguiſhed you the Patriot and Friend of your 
Country, and of this City in particular; and may your 
ſteady Perſeverance convey to Polterity thoſe inefttma- 
ble Bleſſings, of Liberty, which our Anceſtors have ſo 
nobly handed down to Us.“ 


They afterwards waited on the Lord- 8 to pay 
their Reſpedts to him, when the Foreman addreſſed his 


Lordſhip in the following Manner : 
My Loxrvy, | 
4 Foreman and Inqueſt of the Ward of Billing 
gate having been to pay their Reſpects to their 
worthy Alderman, could not depart the Tower with- 
out giving your Lordſhip their ſincere Thanks for hav- 
ing ſupported the Laws, and alſo the Rights and Pri- 
vileges of the Citizens of London.” 5 
They 
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. They were all very 3 received, and both the 
Gentlemen returned obliging and ſpirited Anſwers. 
A few Days after the Inhabitants of Bread-ſtreet Ward 

addreſſed he Lord Mayor in the following manner * 

My Lorp Mavros, | 

Conſiderable Number of the Inhabitants of the 
Ward of Bread-Street, now wait upon your Lord- 
| ſhip, not as the Votaries of any Party, but having lived 
to theſe Times, when Magiſtrates areimpriſoned for the 
- faithful Diſcharge ot the Truſt repoſed in them, we 
thought it incumbent upon us to teſtify our Diſapproba- | 
tion of ſuch violent Meaſures, which at the ſame time 

they are received by the Public with a general Diſguſt, 
will we doubt not be the Means of confirming your 
Lordſhup's former Friends, and adding many to their 
Number. 

We wiſh your Lordſhip Health and Happineſs, and 
take this Opportunity to return our united Thanks, for 
your Conduct as our Alderman, as Chief Magiſtrate of 
the City of London, and as a Member of Parliament. 
We ſincerely feel for your Lordſhip's preſent Situa- 
tion, and whatever may be the Iſſue of theſe Proceed- 
ings, we will be ready to ſhew by Deeds (as future Op- 
portunities may ariſe) that Senſe of our Duty and Re- 
ſpect to your Lordſhip, which we have at this Tune 
_ endeavoured to expreſs in Words. 

His LORDSHIP'S Answer. 
Gentlemen of the Ward of Bread-fſtreet, 5 
| I thank you for the affectionate Concern, which you 
4 expreſs for my Situation within theſe Walls at the 

ſame Time I refle& with the greateſt Pleaſure on my late 
Conduct, which has — the Approbation of the 
Citizens of London in general, and the particular Eſteem 
of the Gentlemen of your Ward: Conſcious that I have 
honeſtly endeavoured to fulfill the Duties of that high 
Office into which you have choſen me, I feel the Reſent- 
ment of our Enemies with Indifference : and whatever 
Conſequences their Malice may produce, I am deter- 
- mined to purſue the ſame Line of Integrity, whulſt I have 


the Honour to be employed 1 in your Service. 5 
| O The 
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The Committee of the Common Council: again met 
and reſolved; 
That Mr. Solicitor do itnmecdiately a pply to Mr. 
Sccjcant Giynn, Mr: Dunning, and Mr. Lee, or ſuch 
of them as are in Town, and inder their Directions, for 
. enen for the Right Hon. the Lord- Mayor 
ant Mr: Alderman Oſiwer, now as this Committee con- 
-ce:ves) unlawfully detained in the Tower of London. 


On T nurſday April the 4th; the following Address 
was preſtnted to Mir. Alderman Oliver, by the Fore- 
. eee eee of the Inqueſt of the Ward of Baſ⸗ 
5 W: 

Tos the Worſhipful RICH ARD OLIVER, Eſq; 
Alderman of Billingſs ate Ward, and Member of 
Parliament tor the City of London. 


The Addreſs of the Foreman and Inqueſt of the Ward 
of Bass is HAW. 


May it pleaſe your Worſhip, 
)JERMIT us,: Sir, to expreſs the'Gratitude we feel 
for the! noble and Juſt Adherence to the Laws of 
; 'youk Country, and the Rights of your Fellow-Citizens, 
for which. you are now ſuffering (if ſuch Glory can be 
Called ſuffering) from the Hands of Men who chooſe 
" Varkneſs rather than Light. 
We know not how we ſhall be able to judge of the 

Fidelity of our Repreſentatives to the Intereſt of their 
Conſtituents, but by the Method which you have vin- 
dicated. We thank you, Sir, for that Vindication; and 
as an Evidence of our Sincerity, you ſhall receive all the 
Support in the Power of Men, who are determined, by 
.the' Bleſſing of God, to tranſmit to our Poſterity, un- 
- impaired, the dear boeght Rights of our glorious An- 
coſtors. 

MIX. Alderman Oliver was pleaſed to return an Anſwer | 
to the following Effect: 5 


| \GENTUPMEN, 
Am happy in this Marte of 5 — mw 4 
confident 1 * done my my Dany, "which ſhall 


always 


* 
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always bis: my Endeavour, whilſt I have the Honour to 
be a Magiſtrate of this City; and my Conduct in Par- 
liament ſhall be ſubſervient, next to my n to 
che "Rigs of my Conſtituents. 


| The ſame A e by the Advice of Mr. Serjeant 
Glynn, the Committee of the Common- Council direct- 
ed their Solicitor to apply for Writs of Habeas Corpus, 
for the Lord Mayor and Mr. Alderman Oliver. The 
Writ for Mr. Oliver was, with peculiar Propriety, ap- 
plied for to Lord Mansfield: The Writ for the Lord 
Mayor was applied for to: Lord Chief Juſtice -De 


Brey. They did not refuſe the Writs. Accordingly the 


Lord Mayor and Alderman were conveyed, by Ma- 
jor Collins, to Serjeant's Inn ; but the Judges not be- 
ing there they were carried to Lord Chief Juſtice De 
Grey's Houſe in Lincoln's-Inn Fields. The Commit- 
tee of the Common Council attended with Mr. Serjeant 
| Glynn, and Counſellor John Lee. After the Warrant 
of Commitment, and an Affidavit of Mr. Robert Hol- 
der, had been read by Mr. Roberts, the City Solici- 
tor; Mr. Glynn proceeded to urge Reaſons why the 
Lord Mayor ſhould be releaſed from his Impriſonment: 
His chief Reaſons were, T hat the Warrant on which 
the Lord Mayor was committed was not a legal Autho- 
rity to detain him, becauſe it glledged an Act as a 
particular Breach of Privilege, which = praved not to 
be a Breach of Privilege but merely the Diſcharge of 
Duty, which Act if the Lord-Mayor had not done he 
would have been guilty of a — of his Oath, and a 
Violation of the Laws. Mr. Glynn likewiſe obſerved, 
that where different Juriſdictons claſhed, yet a Magiſ- 
trate acting in his Office had never been adjudged guilty 
of a Contempt by any other; even in Caſes where a ſu- 
155 15 Juriſdiction had ſet aſide and reverſed the Act. 
He ſaid, Magiſtrates in England did not act with a Hope 
about their Necks: ; but even if they were miſtaken in 
their Opinions, could not bè puniſhed as Criminals, un- 
leſs. by ſome Overt-Acts they manifeſted. a corrupt and 
— Motive of their Actions. He ſaid, the Com- 
0 2 mitment 
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mitment of the Meſſenger was for a Breach of the Peace, 
and.that Privilege of Parliament would not prevent the 
Speaker himſelt from being committed for a Breach of 


the Peace. He ſaid, Sir. Fletcher Norton pretended to 


no Power to commit, but as Speaker ; and that Power 
he did not claim as belonging to his Office, but merely 
as the Inſtrument of the Houle ; that the, Houſe by their 
Reſolution had authoriſed only the Serjeant and Deputy- 
Serjeant to apprehend ; and that the Warrant was di- 
rected only to the Serjeant and Deputy-Serjeant, conſe- 
quently could convey. no Authority to Whitham the 
Meſſenger : That thereſore Whitham had not even the 
Authority of the Houle of Commons for apprehending 
Miller. He ſaid, though the Judges could not tell per: 
haps what were the Privileges of the Houſe of Commons, 
they were bound to ſay what. was not their Privilege; 
and that Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, in the Caſe ot the 
Ayleſbury Men, had declared that 1t a Man was com- 


| mitted by the Commons, on the Charge ot a Contempt, 


yet ſuch Perſon ought to be diſchar ed, unleſs it ap- 
peared to be a Contempt according to Law. | 
He ſaid, Courts of Juſtice often decided concerning : 
'the Privilege of Parliament, as had indeed been very 
lately done by Lord Camden, in the Common-Pleas. 
On the whole he ſubmitted to his Lordſhip, that the 
Lord-Mayor ought to be releaſed from his unjuſt and 
unlawful Impriſonmeut . Becauſe the Houſe of Com- 
mons have no Authority to punith Magiſtrates acting 
in their Office according to Law; becauſe the Houſe 
had no lawful Authority to arreſt Miller; becauſe the 
Laws ought to obtain before a Reſolution of one Branch 
ot the Legiſlature; becauſe a Breach of the Peace is not 
to be tolerated, for Fear of a pretended Breach of Pri- 
vilege; becauſe Whitham, the Meſſenger, had not even 
the ſham Authority. of the Hauſe of Commons ; be- 


cauſe an Order of the Houſe. of Commons is not Law; 


and becauſe the Warrant of the Speaker was not even 5 
conformable to that Order. 
Mr. Lee enforced all the ſame Arguments with great 


Spit ang Fly, - = ſaid that the Chief 1 —_ 
mY 
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mmnuſt then on the Face of the Warrant either decide 
Whitham to be the Serjeant or Deputy-Serjeant of the 


Houſe of Commons, or confeſs that Miller was never in 


the Cuſtody of the Houſe ; becauſe the Warrant is di- 


reed to be ſerved only by Serjeant or r 


and if the Houſe had (which however he denied) the 


Authority they in this Caſe uſurped, yet this Warrant 
would not authoriſe any Perſons but thoſe to whom it 
was directed: He ſaid, it likewiſe appeared on the Face 
of the Warrant, that Whitham was not one of the Per- 


jons to whom the Warrant was directed; for Whitham 


is called Meſſenger, in Contradiſtinction to Serjeant or 
Deputy-Serjeant. He ſaid, the Chief Juſtice was at 


that very Moment in the ſame Situation with the Lord- 
Mayor, when he decided againſt Whitham; and that 
the Chief Juſtice was bound to act according to his 


Oath and the Laws, without paying any Regard. to the 


Opinions, Orders, or Reſolutions of any Aſſembly how- 
ever reſpectable or powerful; and he added, that the 


Lord-Mayor at leaſt would have been jured if he had 


declared the Speaker's Warrant lawful; much more 
perjured, if he had declared the Service 'of that War- 


rant by Whitham to be lawful; and perjured, if he had 


not given a legal Redreſs to Miller againſt the falſe Im- 
priſonment and Aſſault committed on him by Whitham. 
He ſaid, it would have been a very unfit, mean, and 
unworthy Anſwer of the Lord-Mayor to Miller, to have 
ſaid, ( The Houſe of Commons is a powerful Body, and 


« I cannot take notice of what they or their Servants 


do; chough the Laws and my Oath make no Excep- 
tion in their Favour, yet I cannot meddle with their 
6 Actions.” Such an Anſwer, Mr. Lee ſaid, would 
have been to the laſt Degree mean and unworthy of any 
Magiſtrate : He added, that his Lordſhip the Chief Juſ- 
tice would conſider what Anſwer it was becoming of 
him to give, who was now in the very Situation —— the 


Lord-Mayor was in, when according to the Law and 


his Oath, he diſcharged Miller from an n and ma- 
likely legal Impriſonment. 4 
| 1 
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-* To theſe and other Arguments of the learned Counſel 
the Chief Juſtice replied, that the Caurts of Juſtice 


might if they pleaſed. when a Matter of Privilege came 


incidentally before them, decide upon the Legality of 


that Privilege; but he ſaid the Courts act by an Autho- 


rity which they have by Common Law; but the Judges 
in the preſent Caſe act only under the particular Act of 


Parliament, which gives them an Authority in Vacation 
Time to relieve from Impriſonment Perſons committed 
by Courts, or Magiſtrates having criminal Juriſdiction; 


and direfts them to take proper Bail for the Appearance 
of Perſons ſo relieved either in the King's-Bench, or in 


that Court of Juſtice where the particular Offences, with 


which the Perſons are charged, are cognizable. Now, 


he ſaid, the Lord-Mayor's Caſe did not fall within that 


Act, for he is not committed by any Court or Magi- 
ſtrate having Criminal Furiſdiction, it being abſurd in the 
legal Senſe of the Word, to call the Houſe of Commons 
a Court of Judicature : Again, the Lord-Mayor is not 
charged with any Thing criminal: Again, that he could 
not bind him over to appear in the King's-Bench, or 
any other Court, the Matters with which he is charged 
not being cognizable by any Court, or puniſhable by 
any Laws: Again, that he could not tell what Bail to 


take, becauſe he could not gueſs what the Houſe of 


Commons might think ſufficient Bail: Again, it would 
be abſurd to bind him over to appear in the Houle of 


Commons. | 


He repeated it, that this Act of Parliament was only 
intended to give Relief to Perſons charged with Crimes, 
conſequently did not extend to the Lord-Mayor's Caſe, 

he being not charged with any Crime. Beſides, he ſaid, 
this was not in the Vacation of the Court which com- 
mitted the Lord-Mayor, the Houſe of Commons being 


- ſtill ſitting ; therefore this Caſe was not within the par- 


ticular Act. He ſaid, it had been determined by the 


Judges before this Lime, that a ſingle Judge could not 


meddle with ſuch a Caſe. He mentioned the Caſe of 


the Ayleſbury Men in 1704, when Chief Juſtice Holt 
was of a different Opinion from all the other Judges: 


He 
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e faid, * was indeed no correct or particular Ac- 

count of each Judge's Opinion and Reaſors| in that Caſez 

but he could not act againſt that Decifion. He ſaid, it 

was not very clear how that Diſpute was ſettled ; bur 

that every one knew it produced a Diſſolution of that 

Parliament. He finiſhed, by ſaying, that he was clear 
the preſent was a Caſe with which he could not meddle; 3 

and that the Lord-Mayor muſt be remanded. 

Alfter this Deciſion of Chief Juſtice De Grey, Mr. 


Oliver was carried, faccording to Appointment, before 


Lord Mansfield, at his Chambers in Serjeant's-Inn. 
The Counſellors Mr. Glynn and Mr. Lee, knowing 


that Lord Mansfield had been that Morning with the 
Chief Juſtice De Grey, and hearing that 0 Reaſons were 


ſufficient to prevent the Chie Juſtice from granting the 


Benefit of the Act, and having heard it ſaid by a Judge, 


that a Man charged with a Crime may have the Benefit 
of the Act, but that a Man charged with 0 Crime can- 
not; the Counſellors knowing likewiſe Lord Mansfield, 


and his Character and Principles, refuſed to plead de- 


fore him. When Mr. Oliver came before Lord Mans- 
field, his Lordſhip aſked, If he had not Counſel ? He 
was anſwered, No, I thought you had Counſel.” <I 


« have none.” His Lordihip then aſked, if Mr. Oliver 


had any Thing to _ Mr. Oliver ſaid, No: That his 
Lordſhip knew how he ought to determine. 

Lord Mansfield then, after hearing the Warrant an 
Affidavit read, declared, That he was bound by 


« Law and Precedent not to bail or diſcharge i in this 


« Caſe, the Parliament being ſtill fitting; that the 
« Alderman muſt therefore be remanded.” 

After theſe Deciſions the Lord Mayor and Mr. Oliver 
were re-conyeyed by the Major to the Tower. 
The ſame Day the Lord Mayor and the Aldermen 
Wilkes and Oliver, ſigned a freſs Certiſcate of the 
— Ep for proſecuting the Meſſenger of the 


of Commons; the firſt having been moſt un- 


lawfully and violently eraſed by the Houſe of Com- 
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This | 


„ „„ 

This Day the Foreman and Gentlemen of the 
Inqueſt of the Ward of Baſſiſhaw, in their Gowns; 
preeeded by their Beadle, with his Mace, waited 
upon the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, at his 


Apartments in the Tower, and preſented his Lordſhip 
with the following Addreſs: Re 1 
To the Right Hon. BRASS CROSBY, Eſg; 

LORD MAYOR of the City of Lon pov. 
The humble Addreſs of the Foreman and Inqueſt of 

the Ward of Bassisnaw. 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, | 
M/ E beg Leave to approach you with the warmeſt 
Sentiments of Gratitude, for the manly, firm, and 
conſtitutional Exertion of your Authority, in ſupport 
of tne Liberty of the Preſs, the Rights of a free 
People, and the Franchiſes of this great City, ovet 
which your Lordſhip is legal Preſident. We feel that 
_ Gratitude glowing with a greater Degree of Ardour, 
when we contemplare the illegal Reſtraint impoſed upon 
your Lordſhip, by Men, who, having ſold themſelves to 


work Evil, endeavour to include every other Man in 


their Bargain. We abominate their Iniquity, and will 
not partake of their Infamy. We are determined, with 
the Bleſſing of Heaven, to be free; and while we re- 
main ſo, your Lordſhip may depend upon the utmoſt 
Exertions of our Power, in the Support of the true In- 
tereſts of the King, of the People, and of the only juſt 
Rule of both, the Laws of Britain. 35 


His LORD S H IP's ANS WER. 

Mr. Foreman and Gentlemen of the Inqueſt of the 
„ of BASSISHAW. tot © 

© erte great Condeſcenſion in viſiting me in this Place 
gives me the greateſt Satisfaftio n; and I am happy 
in receiving this Teſtimony of your Approbation and 
Eſteem.— The Part I have ated. was that only which 
my Duty plainly ſuggeſted to me.—Had 1 been un- 
mindful of the Oath I had taken, or inattentive to the 
| | yo | | Rights 


(15). 5 
Rights and Liberties of my Fellow- citizens, I ſhould 
have been unworthy to preſide in that Chair, in which 
the Citizens of London placed me. 12 


On Saturday, April 6, the Foreman and Gentlemen 
of the- Inqueſt of the Ward of Aldgate, in their Gowns, 
| preceded by their Beadle with his Mace, waited upon 

the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, in the Tower, and 
preſented the following Addreſs 
My Loxmp, Fa 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip ; „„ 
WE, the the Inqueſt of the Ward of Aldgate, Lon- 

don, wait on your Lordſhip, to return you our 
ſincereſt Thanks for your Perſeverance in the Support 
of the eſtabliſhed Laws of the Kingdom in general, and 
of our City in particular; and do aſſure your Lordſhip, 
we will, to the utmoſt of our Power, defend the Rights 
and Privileges of our Fellow-citizens ; and, at all times, 

0 the the Magiſtrates, and Franchiſes of our great 

ity. ES 
Io the Right Hon. Braſs Croſby, Eſq; | 

Lord Mayor of the City of London. : . 
His Lordſhip received them with great Politeneſs, and 

returned the following Anſwer : 


GENTLEMEN, | e | 
T gives me great Satisfaction to find that my Conduct 
has been approved, not only by the Citizens of Lon- 
don, but by the People in general. I am conſcious of 
having only done my Duty, agreeable to the Laws of 
my Country, and of having acted the Part of an upright, 
honeſt, and impartial Magiſtrate, which Character I 
am determined to ſupport to the End of my Lite. 

The Gentlemen went from his Lordſhip ro Mr. Al- 
derman Oliver, whom they addreſſed in the ſame 
Manne. | e 

At a numerous General Monthly Meeting of the 
Society of the Friends of Freedom, at the Standard 


Tavern, Leiceſter- fields, it was unanimouſly reſolved, 
5 15 1 5 ns 
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That the Thanks of this Society be tranſmittei to 
« the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, and the Aldermen 
* Wilkes and Oliver, for their inflexible Perſeverance 
in the Performance of their Duty, as Magiſtrates, in 
e ſupport of the Laws of their Country, and the Rights 
and Privileges of the People. And that a Committee 
«© be appointed to wait on the Lord Mayor and Al- 
« dermen with this Reſolution.” And the Committee 
accordingly attended the Lord Mayor and Alderman 
Oliver in the Tower; and Alderman Wilkes at the 
Manſion-houſe, with the Refolution ; when his Lordſhip 
was pleaſed to make the following Anfſwer; 5 


GENTLEMEN, 


[T gives me great Pleafure to find that my Conduct 
has merited the Approbation, not only of the Ci- 
tizens of London, but the People in general, and amongſt 
them of the Friends of Freedom of the Standard Ta- 
vern; and I am conſcious of having only done my Duty 
as a Magiſtrate attentive to the Laws of my Country 
a Character I am reſolved ever to ſupport. | 
Aldermen Wilkes and Oliver received the Committee 
with great Politeneſs, and gave Anſwers expreſſive of 
the Honour done them, and of their Determination to 
perſevere in that Conduct which had merited the Ap- 


probation of the Society. 


On Monday April 8, the es Seſſions TIE at 
Guildhall, n/a Mr. Recorder, and the Aldermen 
Sir William Stephenſon, Peers, Wilkes, Townſend, 
and Sawbridge ; Mr. Sheriff Martin attended. After 
the Grand Jury were ſworn, Mr. Recorder gave them 
2 ſhort Charge; in which he obſerved, © that the Ob- 

jects of their Inquiry were from the higheſt to the loweſt 
Breaches of the Peace. He recommended to them 
Temper and Impartiality. He repeated and enlarged 
upon that Part of their Oath by which they are bound 
not to accuſe any Man from Malice, or for Reward, 
&c. and not to forbear accuſing any one through Fa- 


vour, Fear, or Affection, &c. He ſaid, that it was 
| impoſſible 


„ „ 
inpoſſible to ſuppoſe a Grand Jury of the City of Lon- 
don capable of being actuated by the groſſer Motives 

of Corruption; but he ſaid, the beſt and the moſt ho- 
neſt Men, at ſuch a Time as this, when Incendiaries had 
worked up the Spirits of good Men to the higheſt Pitch 
of Party Rage; at ſuch a Time, the beſt. Men have 
need to be cautioned againſt the Secret and Inſidious. 
and the equally ſtrong Prejudice which a Spirit of Party 

in pires. | 3 

Hie begged them to conſider the great Wealth and 

Property, and Importance of the City of London, and 

to be very cautious of doing any Thing which might 


tend to endanger the Public Peace; and he hoped no 


one would be wicked enough to endeavour to incite 
Diſorder, and encourage Diſobedience and Confuſion. 
The Grand Jury ſoon ſhewed by their Conduct that 
chey had profitted by his good Inſtruction, and that no 
fear or hope of Reward, could deter them from doing 
their Duty; they found the Bills againſt Whittam the 

| Meſſenger of the Houſe of Commons, for aſfaulting 
Mr. Muller the Printer, and againſt Edward Twine 
Carpenter, for aſſaulting Mr. Wheble the Printer : and 
by fo doing, have moſt likely preſerved for the future 
the Peace of the City of London from being broken, 
either under pretence of an illegal Royal Proclamation, 
or of a ſtill more illegal Order of Sir Fletcher Norton 


The following is the Liſt of che Grand Jury, who 
found the Bill againſt the Meſſenger of the Houle of 
Commons, for an Aſſault upon J. Miller. 


Thomas Nowell, Foreman 


Thomas Goodwin | John Sampſon 
Thomas Aſhton | Thomas Honiborne 
John Wollaſton i Holloway Brecknock 
John Champion | George Ritherdon ' 
Guy Warwick William Ubley _ 


Thomas Scattergood | Joſeph Wile 
Alexander Grieve Abraham Atterbury - 
Willlam Whitehead George Baughan. | 

N P 2 Thurſ. 
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Thurſday aj 11, the moſt n e maine | 


roceſſion of many 


of the Ward of Billingſgate, in a 


Coaches, preceded by the Beadle with his Mace, wait- 


ed on the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, and Mr. Alder- 
man Oliver, with the following Addreſſes: 


To the Right Honourable BR ASS C ROSBY, Eſq; 


Lord-Mayor, of the City of London. 
The humble Addreſs of the Inhabitants of the Ward 
of B1LLINGSGATE, 
My Lox p, . 7 „„ 
WE wait upon your Lordſhip to expreſs our grate- 


ful Senſe of your ſteady, upright, and conſtitu- 


tional Conduct as the Chief Magiſtrate of this City, as 
well as one of the Repreſentatives of the People. 


We are ſenſibly affected with the diſagreeable Con- 


ſequences which have enſued ; we glow with Reſent- 


ment for the Injury offered to this City in your Lord- 


| ſhip's Perſon, by an Impriſonment founded on the Vio- 
lation, and continued by the Evaſion of the Laws, of 
the Kingdom. . | | 


We beg Leave, to aſſure your Lordſhip that no Time 
ſhall efface the Senſe we entertain of theſe Tranſactions, 
nor will we neglect any Meaſure in our Power to ſup- 


port the Free Conſtitution of this Country. 
To which his Lordſhip returned the following An- 


ſwer: „ 5 
Gentlemen of the Ward of BILLINOGSOGATE. 


HE repeated Teſtimonies which I have received : 


from my Fellow-Citizens in Approbation of my 
Conduct, fills me with the greateſt Happineſs ; and I 
will endeavour on all Occaſions, ta merit their Eſteem. 
] have the Pleaſure, Gentlemen, to review my Conduct 


with that Satisfaction to myſelf, which a good Con- 
ſcience ever will afford; nor will I at any Time, forget 


the Duty of an honeſt and impartial Magiſtrate : The 
Conſciouſneſs of my own Integrity, and the flattering 
Hopes that ſome happy Event will ariſe, to reſtore 


4 
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Tranquility to this divided Kingdom, render me Eaſy 
under my preſent Confinement. f 1 
This particular Mark of your Approbation, Gentle- 
men, vill add Vigour to my Reſolutions, in maintain- 
ing the Rights of my Fellow - Citizens in particular, and 
the Liberties of my Countrymen in general. Theſe are 
the only Objects which I have in View In the Purſuit 
of which, I will boldly exert every Nerve, unmindful of 
the Conſequences which the Malice of our Enemies 
can produce. | | 


To RICHARD OLIVER, Eſq; Alderman of 
the Ward of BiLLinGsGaTE © 


The Addreſs of the Inhabitants of the ſaid Ward. 
Sin - | 


WE wait upon you to expreſs our grateful Senſe of 
YY your ſteady, upright, and conſtitutional Conduct, 
as a Magiſtrate of this City, as well as one of the Re- 
preſentatives of the People. | 5 


We are ſenſibly affected with the diſagreeable Con- | 


| ſequences which have enſued. —We glow with Reſent- _ 
ment for the Injury offered to this City in our Alder- 
man's Perſon, by an Impriſonment founded on the 
Violation and continued by the Evaſion of the Laws of 
che Kingdom. 0 8 | | 
We beg Leave to aſſure you, Sir, that no Time ſhall 
efface the Senſe we entertain of theſe Tranſactions, nor 
nor will we neglect any Meaſure in our Power to ſupport 
the free Conſtitution of this Country. . 
The particular Relation we bear to you juſtly de- 
mands our warmeſt Acknowledgments of Gratitude. 
Be aſſured, that we ſhall be happy upon every Occaſion 
to concur with you in ſuch Meaſures as may tend to 
reſtore to the People, in general, and to this City, in 
particylar, their violated Rights and Privileges, 


T0: -: 
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'To which Mr. OLIVER replied,” 


5 EMEN, 


OTHING but vs Situation af this Ln could 
have overcome the natural Reluctance which [I 
have always had, to appear in any public Station; but 
having engaged in one from Principle, I will act in it 
by the ſame Principle as long as I ſhall continue to 
have your Approbation and my own, I will endeavour 
1 to ſecure the firſt, by never forfeiting the latter. 

XY The Manner in waich you are pleaſed to approve my 
preſent Conduct, gives me great Satisfaction; and I can 
only repeat the unaffected Promiſe I made to you at my 
Election, that whenever the Ward of Billingſgate ſhall 
change their Opinion of me, I will chearfully give place 
to ſome more uſeful. Magiſtrate. THI that happens, 
Gentlemen, I ſhall in every Situation, whether in, or out 
of Priſon, be happy when I receive from you ſuch 
Marks of Affection and Attachment, which I likewiſe 
ſhall always entertain for my Conſtituents. 


Friday A 12th, the b of the Ward of 
Alderſgate waited on the Right Hon. the Lord-Mayor 
and Mr, Alderman Oliver, in the Tower; and adgrelſed 


his Lordſhip in the following Manner: 


To the Right Honourable BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; 
re of the r of Loxpox. 


My Lo RD, | 
WV the Inhabitants of che Ward of 1 beg 8 
Leave to wait on your Lordſhip, to return you 
our moſt ſincere and hearty Thanks for your Firmneſ 
and Zeal, in ſupporting the Franchiſes of our Fellow 
Citizens, and the Laws of the Land. 
And we truſt, and hope, you will perſevere ; in the 
ſame F irmneſs and Zeal to preſerye to us, and to tranf- 


mit 


| an 
mit to our Poſterity, the noble Privileges purchaſed by 
the Blood of our Anceſtors. ä 


WMMe are, my Lord, | 
Arril 12, 1771, With all due Respect, 
Lour Lordi s moſt obliged humble Servants. 


To which his Lordſhip was pleaſed tc to return the fol- 
_ lowing Anſwer : | 


Gentlemen, of the Ward of ALDERSOATE.: 


Tra repeated Marks of Regard daily ſhewn me by 
the Citizens of London, on Account of my late 


Conduct, gives me the greateſt Satisfaction; but, as it 


only proceeded from a Senſe of the Duty I owed the 
Citizens of London, as their Chief Magiſtrate, I can 


| arrogate nothing to myſelf, except the innate Pleaſure 


of having done my Duty in the important Station in 
which the Citizens of London have placed me. 


After which they proceeded to wait on Mr. Alderman 


Oliver, and addreſſed him in the following Manner : 


To Mr. Alderman OLIVER. 
SIR, 


WE the Menne of the Ward of Alder beg 
Leave to wait upon you to return you our moſt 
ſincere and hearty Thanks, for your Firmneſs and Zeal 


in ſupporting the Franchiſes of our Fellow- Citizens, and 
the Laws of the Land, thoſe which are purchaſed by the 


Blood of our Anceſtors; and which we hope, with ſuch 


Support, to preſerve and Hang Gown to the lateſt 


TO; 
66% '- - Sir, 
April 12, 17/1. Your moſt 4 and 


humble Servants. 


1 * * | 
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Mr. OLIVER returned the following Anſwer? : 


GENTLEMEN, 


LTHOUGH bound t to the City of London in 2 
two-fold Relation, both as Alderman and one of 


the Repreſentatives of the City of London, be aſſured, 
my Wiſhes of being ſerviceable are more than propor- 


tionate; and that, as I ſhall ever perſevere in the Diſ- 
n_ of thoſe Truſts, as long as they are repoſed in 
ſhall never deſire any other Reward than the Teſti- 


pur of Ap PP 
of having diſcharged my Du. 
Tower, April 18, %. 


Saturday the 1 zth, a Committee from the original 
and ancient honourable Lumber Troop, waited on the 


Right Honourable the Lord-Mayor and Mr. Alderman 


Oliver, with the following Addreſs. 


ME, aCommittee deputed by the ancient and honour- 
able Lumber- Troop, beg Leave to offer our grateful Ac- 
Enowledgments for the glorious Stand you have made 


in Support of the Conſtitutional Rights and Privileges 


of your F cllow-Citizens. 


To the Right Honourdhle BRASS CROSBY, Ela; ; 


Lord-Mayor of the City of Lonpox. 
My Loxp-Marvonr, - 


E doubt not, my Lord, your Perſeverance in ſo 


juſtifiable a Cauſe, which prompts you to ſtand 


forth a Champion for their Liberties ; and that the Up- 


rightneſs and Integrity of your Heart, will enable you 

ro ſurmount every Difficulty. 

And may your Cotemporaries in Parliament, who owe 
equal Duty to the Intereſt of this (hitherto). free, brave, 


generous, and loyal People, imitate fo illuſtrious an Ex- 
ample; thereby endeavouring to convey, to diſtant Ages, 


thoſe civil and religious Liberties, for which the Brunt- 
wick Line was eſtabliſhed to protect. 


- His 


A — wy — x — 


robation from my Conſtituents,” and the 
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His LORDSHIP% ANSWER, 


GENTLEMEN, 


AM much obliged to you for this particular Mark © 
of your Approbation of my Conduct. The Part 1 
have Ms. was that only to which my Duty prompted 
me; and I am perſuaded, thoſe who ſhall ſucceed me 
in the high Office, which I now have the Honour to 
hold, will act with the ſame Spirit and Firmneſs, in 
defence of our excellent Conſtitution. 


In conſequence of a Letter the Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don received from Richard Cave, Eſq; Mayor of Bedford, 
informing him that the Corporation had unanimouſſy 
voted his Lord ſhip a Freeman of that Borough, without 


Fee or Reward, his Lordſhip r returned the Letter as 
under : 1 5 


Mr. Aa 


JHAD the Honour of receiving Yeſterday by Mr. Al- 
derman Oliver, a Copy of my Preſentation to the 
Freedom of the Town of Bedford; and I take the 
earlieſt Opportunity of expreſſing a grateful Senſe of 
the Honour conferred upon me, by you and the Gen- 
tlemen of that Corporation. | 


I am happy in receiving ſo public and honourable W 


Approbation of my Conduct, which was dictated to me 
by the Obligations under which I am bound to the Ci- 
tizens of London, as their Chief Magiſtrate; and to 
the People of England, as one of their Repreſentatives: 
in Parliament. 

If an honeſt and ſtrenuous E: xertion of my Zeal in 
defence of their Rights, has drawn upon me the Re- 
ſentment of thoſe, who, are perhaps leſs attentive-to the 
Welfare of this Kingdom, I have the Happineſs to feel 
mylelf. ſuperior to their Revenge, whilſt I can enjoy the | 
ſecret Pleaſure of a good Con ſcience. 

As Il am determined, on all Occaſions, to follow with 
the ſame Integrity, che greateſt Lines of public Duty, 
I ſhall hope always to merit the Eſteem and good Opi- 
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nion of my Fellow: countrymen, and in particular of the 


Gentlemen of the Corporation of Bedford. 
With my ſincereſt Wiſhes for their Proſperity, l have 
the Honour to remain with the greateſt Reſpect, | 
Mr. Mayon, 
Tour moſt faithful and 
8 x6 Devoted humble Servant, 


From the Tower, BRASS CROSBY. 


April 12, 1771. 


Wedneſday, April 17, the Inqueſt of the Ward of 
Queenhithe waited on the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor in the Tower, and preſented to his n 
the following Addreſs : 


To the Right Hon. the LORD MAYOR. 


The Addreſs of the Inqueſt, Freemen, and Inhabitart: 
of the Ward of QUEENHITHE. 


My Loszp, 5 
E beg your Lordſhip to accept our moſt fin 
cere Thanks, for the firm and honeſt Conduct, 
which has occaſwned your Lordſhip" s preſent Im. 
priſonment. 

We glory in having a Chief Magiſtrate, who had tlie 
Spirit and Reſolution to ſet free a Subject and Freeman 
of London, illegally ſeized on by a tyrannical Order of 
the Houſe of Commons, contrary to the known Laws 
of the Realm. With great Concern we ſee your Lord- 
ſhip deprived of your Liberty by the Toots of mini- 
ſterial Influence, for ſupporting thoſe Laws ou were 
bound by Oath to maintain. 

We defire to aſſure your Lordfſhiy, that it is our firm 
Determination, on all Occaſions, to oppoſe every Mea. 
fure which tends to invade the Rights of the People, 
and 1s repugnant to the Great Charter delivered down 
to us by our Anceſtors. 


WILLIAM STREPHAN, 
Foreman of the Jury. 
Hs 
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His LORDSHIP's Axswzk. 
Gentlemen of the Ward of QuerxniTas, 
* OU R Condeſcenſion in viſiting me in this Place 

gives me the greateſt Satisfaction, expecially when 


I receive the Teſtimony of your Approbation of my 
Conduct, in having fulfilled the Truſt repoſed in me 


as your Chief Magiſtrate. The Preſervation of the 


Rights of my Fellow-citizens, and the Liberties of the 
People of England, was the only Motive which induced 
me to exert my Powers againſt the Enemies of our ex- 
cellent Conſtitution, and I ſhall be happy to find. my 
Labours ultimately crowned with Succeſs. I beg Leave, 
Gentlemen, to return you my ſincereſt Thanks for the 
reat Concern you expreſs for my preſent Situation 
within theſe Walls, which I ſhall never conſider as an 
unealy Reſtraint on my Perſon, whilſt there are Hopes 
that it may be productive of ſpeedy Redreſs to the many 
Grievances of which we have ſo long and ſo juſtly com- 
plained, and of future Tranquility to this Country. 


The ſame Day the Inqueſt, Freemen, and Inhabitants 
of Queenhithe Ward, waited on Mr. Alderman Oliver in 
the Tower, with the following Addreſs of Thanks: 


To RICHARD OLIVER, Eſq; Alderman of the 
„ Ward of BiLLinGsGaTE. 
The humble Addreſs of the Inqueſt, Freemen, and 
Inhabitants of the Ward of Queznairtae. 
SIR, D 


WI beg your Acceptance of our moſt ſincere Thanks . 
for the firm and honeſt Conduct which has occa- | 


ſioned your preſent Impriſonmennt. 

We deſire, Sir, to aſſure you, that it is our ſteady 
Reſolutions, on all Occaſions, to oppoſe every Meaſure 
which tends to invade the Rights of the People, and 1s 
repugnant to the Great Charter delivered down to us 


Qz . —_ 


\ by our Anceſtors. 
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To which Mr. OLIVER returned the following 


ANSWER: 
Gen: TLEME NV, 
RECEIVE with great Satisfaftion your Appro- 
bation of my Conduct as a Magiſtrate of the City 
of London, although I have no particular Claim to your 
Favour, as [only acted, on a late Occaſion, in Diſcharge 
of my Duty, from a Conſciouſneſ s, that J am bound by 
Oath to maintain the Laws of this free Country, which 
are deſigned for rhe Protection of all Men. | 
I beg. an my public Character with honeſt Intentions, 
and you may be aſſured that l will perſevere in them to 
the nd or my Life, and ſhall think myſelf amply re- 
warued whenever I may be approved by my Fellow- 
citizens and my Conſcience. 


The ſame Nay i it was 1 reſolved by the 
Committee for afliſting the Lord Mayor, Aldermen 
Oliver and Wilkes in their Defence, That Mr. Solicitor 
do apply to the Court of Common-pleas, at Wett- 
minſter, for a Habeas Corpus for the Right Hon. the 
Lord Mayor; and to the Court of Exchequer for the 
like Writ for Mr. Alderman Oliver, provided that he 
ſhould be adviſed that ſuch Court can and are bound 
to take Cognizance ot ſuch Matters; and if that Court 
cannot, or are not bound to take ſuch Cognizance, 
that then he make ſuch Application to the Court of 
Common Pleas, on Behalf of both the ſaid Magi- 


ſtrates. n | 
(Copy.) OBOE 


Accordingly, the next Day, Serjeant Glynn made a 
Motion in the Court of Common Pleas, for an Habeas 
Corpus to remove the Bodies of the Right Honourable 
the Lord Mayor, and Alderinan Oliver, out of the 
Tower; in which he was ſeconded by Serjeant Jephſon. 

After the Affidavit, and Letter oi Commitment had 
been read, Lord Chief Juſtice De Grey granted the 
Habeas Corpus, and appointed Monday, the 22d, for 
their Attendance. | . 

At 
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At a numerous Meeting of the Inhabitants of the 
Ward of Cheap, held at the King's Head Tavern in 
the Poultry, on the above 17th of April, it was re- 
| ſolved to preſent a very reſpectful Addreſs to the Right 
Honourable tie Lord Mayor and Mr. Alderman Oliver, 
for their noble Stand in Defence of the Privileges and 
Liberties of the City : Upon which a Committee of fif- 
teen was choſen to prepare the ſame, who withdrew for 
that Purpoſe, and agreed upon the following Addreſſes, 
which were unanimouſly approved of, and preſented 


„ "he Next Day. 


5 To the Right Honourable BRASS CROSBY, Elq; 
Lord Mayor of the City of London. 1 


May it pleaſe your Lokpship, 


HILE we reflect on the numerous and important 
Duties of the Chief Magiſtrate of this City, re- 
ſpecting the Laws of Civil Government, the Peace of 
its Inhabitants, the diſpenſing of public Juſtice, the 
Benefit of Commerce, and the Guardian Care of the 
Rights, Liberty, and Charters of this City, which de- 
mand a daily Exertion of the beſt Powers and Abilities 
of the molt able Magiſtrate; and at the ſame Time 
conſider them in their momentous Conſequences as 
greatly interrupted, if not wholly ſuſpended, while the 
Perſon of your Lorſhip, our preſent worthy Chief Ma- 
giſtrate, is impriſoned in the Tower, we cannot, as good 
Citizens, but be ſenſibly affected by ſo alarming a Pro- 
cedure. 
Permit us, te, the Inhabitants of the Ward 
of Cheap, to approach your Lordſhip in your preſent 
Confinement, and to expreſs our Emotions at this un- 
precedented Merit; and, at the ſame Time, to join 
the general Voice, and minele with the ſeveral Wards 
of this City in preſenting our moſt affectionate and 
grateful Acknowledgments of your inflexible and man- 
ly Defence of the Rights and Charters of this City 
Our Anceſtors contended for theſe Bleſſings, and we 
enjoy them; and, well Knowing their Value, are re. 


ſolved 


1 


| ſolved not to let "Sa periſh in our Hands, but to 
tranſmit them inviolate to Poſterity. 

We remark, with Veneration, your religious Obſer- 
vance of the ſacred and comprehenſive Oath of your 
Ofñce, your firm Reſolution, and chearful, voluntary 
Surrender, as a willing Sacrifice of your perſonal Li- 
berty and domeſtic Comforts, rather than yield to the 
leaſt Violation, and thereby riſk the Safety even of one 
Citizen : The Purity of ſuch Conduct (your Enemies 
being Judges) while it deſerves a Nation's Thanks, 
reflects an Honour on your Character, and ſheds a laſt- 
ing Luſtre om the higheſt Office in the City. . 

"W hile we thus meditate on our Situation and your 
Lordſhip's Conduct, we cannot but, with a Degree of 
Pleaſure, obſerve the Emulation that is ſpread through 
every Part of this City, and is daily confirmed by the 

inceſſant Acknowledgments of Regard and Gratitude . 
that are made before) you; nor are theſe pleaſing Duties 
confined to the Citizens of London only; the Nation 
ſhares the Affection, and joins us in reſpectful Addreſ- 
ies to your Lordihip: We therefore preſume to hope 
tor an happy and glorious Iſſue of this great Event: 


Signed, Jie. | Fn | 
JAMES PEARSON, Chairman. 


To which Addreſs his Lordftip made this Anſwer : 


Gentlemen of the Ward of Cuzar, 


T gives me the greateſt Pleaſure to find that my 

Conduct has merited the Applauſe of my Fellow 
Citizens, in the Defence of whole Rights I have endea- 
voured to fulfil the Truſt of an honeſt and impartial 
Magiſtrate; and whilſt I receive the repeated Approba- 
tion of the People in general, and feel the inward Teſ- 
timony of a good Contcience, I ſhall think myiclt ſuſfi- 
' ciently rewarded. _ 

My Aims have been invariably directed towards the 
Proſperity of my Country, which I have long beheld 
under the Direction and Authority of Men, whoſe 


Thirſt of Power has determined them to retain it, by 
| Me alures 
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Meaſures nid ſubverſive of the Rights of the People, 
and contradictory to the eſtabliſhed Conſtitutional 
Laws of the Land; in this unhappy Situation I conſi- 
dered myſelf bound by the ſacred Obligations of Chief 
Magiſtrate of the firſt City in this Kingdom, and as a 
Repreſentative in Parliament, baldly to ſtand forth in 
the Defence of my iajured Countrymen, and by every 
honeſt and legal Method endeavour to avert the Ruin 
which ſeems to threaten, and may too ſoon overtake 
them. If the Exertion of my Duty has ſubjected me 
ro the Revenge of our Enemies, I have yet the ſecret 
Satisfaction of having acted right; and I declare that, 
on every ſimilar Occaſion, I ſhall think myſelf bound 
to purtue the ſame Line of Conduct, whatever may be 
the Event. 

Permit me, Gentlemen, to return you my fincere 
Thanks tor this generous Profeſſion. of your Eiteem, 
which I ſhall always think myſelf happy to deſerve; 
and I am perſuaded that whilſt I have Integrity to diſ- 
charge my Duty, you will not want Reſolution to en- 
courage and Protect me. | 


They then waited on Mr. Alderman Oliver, a 
preſented him with the following Addreſs, viz. 


To RICHARD OLIVER, Eſq; 


| Alderman, and one of the Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment of the City of London. 


The reſpectful Addreſs of the Inhabirants of the Ward 
of * HEAP, 


8 1's 
T a Time when ſuch Numbers of your reſpect- 
| able, and opulent Fellow Citizens are emulous to 
ts their Public Teſtimony of the grateful Sentiments 
indled in their Breaſt by your public ſpirited Conduct, 
it would be Ingratitude to our Country, and a tacit 
Diſaffection to the Caule of Liberty, and Public Virtue, 
not to concur in the Support of it, by all the warmeſt 
Sen we can tender you of our nn, and 
Ei cem. 
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Eſteem. Moſt heartily ſorr 70 we are that your preſent 


Suffering and Confinement ſhould ſpring from fo pure 
a Source as the avowed Defence of our Great Palladium 
the Liberty of the Preſs, and your firm and manly Op- 
"poſition to every Act of Adminiſtration, which has a 
rendency to conceal the Voice of Truth from a good 
King, and by inevitable Conſequence, fix the Iron 
Yoke of Oppreſſion upon the Necks of his Subjects— 
DETERMINED TO BE FREE. 
While you, Sir, are confined within thoſe Walls, 
we conſider you as offering a ſolemn Sacrifice to pro- 
mote the Welfare of your Fellow-Citizens. We fee 
you making a voluntary Surrender of your own Liberty, 


to eſtabliſh that of your Country, upon a firmer and 


more ſolid Baſis.— It is a noble Struggle in which you 
are now engaged, and we doubt not, that as you have 
begun, you will perſevere to ſuſtain the glorious Conflict, 
with a Fortitude worthy of a Briton. 
We ſympathile tenderly in your Confinement, and 
wait with anxious Impatience for your Enlargement, 
which we flatter ourſelves will be crowned at ſome future 
Period by other Teſtimonies more convincing ; than theſe 
Fledges of our Gratitude.” 
Signed, 


JAMES PEARSON, Chairman, 
April 17th, 1771. 


To hah Mr. Oliver made this Anſwer. 


Gentlemen of the Ward of Cy: ap, 


NOtbing can be more pleaſing to me, than the Ap- 
probation of my Fellow Citizens in the Diſcharge 
of my Duty. It ever was, and ever will be, the wiſh of 
my Heart, to have that Reward as the beſt I can receive 
next to the Approbation of my own Mind. I ſhall ever 
continue in the ſame Sentiments with which I entered 
on the Public Truſts repoſed in me as an Alderman of 
the City of London, and one of its Repreſentatives in 
Parliament. If future exigencies at any Time demand 
an Exertion of my Abilities, 1 perſevere to the 2 
| 0 


— 
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of my Life; and ſhould I even expire in the Defence 
of the Liberty of my Country, the Tears of my Fellow 
eee beſtowed on my Aſhes, would be an ample 
Reward.“ pe | | | 


Friday April 19, the Inhabitants of | Tower Ward, 
preceded by their Beadle with the Mace, waited on the 


following Addreſs: 
To the Right Hon. BRASS CROSBY, Eſq, 
LORD MAYOR of the City of Lonpon. 
The Addreſs of the Deputy, Common-Council, and 
Inhabitants of the Ward of TOWER. 

My Lonxk 85 


Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, in the Tower, with the 


TYEEPLY affected at the Violence offered to the 
4 Laws of our Country, and the Rights and Privi- 
leges of every Engliſhman, and to the Citizens of this 
Metropolis in particular, by the Impriſonment of your 


Lordſhip for having faithfully diſcharged the Duties of 


your high Office, we tRink it our indiſpenſible Duty to 


aſſure your Lordſhip of our moſt firm Attachment and 


Support. = 7 
With the utmoſt Concern we have obſerved the Re- 


preſentatives of this Kingdom, become Inſtruments in 


the Hands of a corrupt and deſpotic Adminiſtration, 


to wireſt from the Subjects their moſt ſacred Rights. 


Yet we truſt, that the Spirit of Liberty, the Attach- 


ment to the Laws, and the Love of our Conſtitution, 


as ſettled at the Revolution, which have ever diſtinguiſn- 
ed the. City of London, glows {till in our Breaſts with 
undiminiſhed Fervour. — nl 

We are therefore determined, to the utmoſt gf our 
Power, to reſiſt every Invaſion of our Rights from what- 


ever Quaner —L——k—ñ—ĩ - 


_ Entertaining theſe Sentiments, we return you, my 
Lord, our ardent Thanks for your ſpirited, legal, and 
manly Conduct, in Support of the Privileges of the 
223 R . 
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People, both as Legiſlator and Chief 1 of this 
yu City. | 


Buy Order of the Inhabitants, 
J. MORGAN, C. W. 


To which his Lordſhip returned the following Anſwer: 
| Gentlemen of the Ward of ToweR, 


* Teſtimony of my own Conſcience, joined to 


the repeated Approbation of the Citizens of Lon- 


don, gives me the greateſt Satisfaction, and I feel my- 


ſelf ſufficiently rewarded in the Exerciſe of my Duty, 
by theſe public Demonſtrations of your Eſteem. Had I 


in the leaſt deviated from that Line of Integrity, which 
my Situation as your Chief Magiſtrate requires, I ſhould _ 


think myſcif unworthy of the Honours which you, 
and your Fellow Citizens have conferred upon me. 


But I flatter myſelf my Conduct will be conſiſtent and 
uniform ; I have no Views but the Proſperity of - my 


Country, which I ſhall always endeavour to promote to 


the beſt of my Abilities, and am perſuaded that in the 


Proſecution of theſe Ends, I ſhall have the Continuance 
of your Protection and Support. 


To RICHARD OLIVER, Ben Ai FF, 


the City of LONDON. 


The Addreſs of the Deputy, Common Council, and 
Inhabitants of the Ward of * oWER. 


„ 


HEN the violent Reſolutions of one Branch of 
the Legiſlature are ſet up in Oppoſition to the 


general 3 of an Engliſnman, and the peculiar Pri- 
vileges of a Citizen, and when our Magiſtrates are ſen- 


tenced to cloſe Impriſonment, for acting agreeably to 

the eſtabliſped Law of the Land, and the folemn Obli- 
ation of an Oath; every generous, manly Boſom muſt 
low with Indignation : at ſuch a Juncture, Neutrality 


The 


ames mean, daltardly and criminal. 
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The Liberties of this Country never received a deeper 
Stab, than when you, Sir, was committed to Priſon, 
for refuſing to violate divine and human Laws: by this, 
and various other illegal Acts of the Repreſentatives of 
the People, they have. baſely betrayed their Truſt, and 
rendered themſelves unworthy of future Confidence. TY 

Thus oppreſſed by a wicked Adminiſtration, and de- 
ſerted by a corrupt Majority of the Houſe of Commons, 
—our laſt Reſource is the Virtue of the People. 
Animated with theſe Sentiments, the Inhabitants of 

the Ward of Tower, cannot but expreſs their entire 
Approbation of your Conduct, both as a Magiſtrate and 
a Senator; and aſſure you of their firm and ſteady | 


INT 


| Mr. OLIVER returned the following Anſwer: 
Gentlemen, of the Ward of TowWwER. 
THE Honour I receive by your Teſtimony of Ap- 


probation, is more than a ſufficient Reward for 


my Conduct on a recent Occaſion : as without Applauſe, 
the Effect of Integrity is its own Recompence. 

I think with you, in ſuch Times, as theſe, that Neu- 
trality is a Deſertion of Duty; I believe it neceſſary to 
prove myſelf an honeſt Magiſtrate, and a faithful Repre- 
ſentative of London, when called upon to exerciſe Juſ- 
tice, and to manifeſt my Principles. Could I make you 
every proper Return for the Favours you row beſtow 
on me, none could be ſo agreeable to you, as the Af- 
ſurance which I requeſt you to accept, that I will not 
fail in the conſcientious Diſcharge of my Truſts, both as 
your Magiſtrate and your Repreſentative. 

From the Virtue of the People of this Country, I 
have the warmeſt Hopes of ſuch Supports as will not 
fail to procure the ableſt Defenders of the Cauſe of the 
People; while I can offer the moſt honeſt Endeavours 


for redreſſing their Grievances. 


Rs The 
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The Momiog a the fame Day, Sir Francis Blake 


Delaval, Knight of the Bath, waited upon the Right 
| Hon. the Lord Mayor, the Aldermen Wilkes and 
Oliver, at his Lordfhip's „ ee in the Tower, and 


preſented them with the following Addreſs from tlie 


Free Burgeſſes of the Corporation of Newcaſtle upon 
Tyne. 
To the Right Hon. BR ASS CROSBY, Eſq; 


Lord Mayor, JOHN WILKES, and RICHARD 


OLIVER, Eſqrs. Aldermen of the City of 
London. . 7 6: 


GENTLEMEN, 


E the Free Burgeſſes of this Corporation, deeply | 


ſenſible of the Bleflings we enjoy under our ex- 


cellent Conſtitution, as eſtabliſhed by Law, moſt readily 
embrace this Occaſion to teſtify our perfect Approbation 


of your Conduct in its Defence, both in your Parlia- 
mentary and Magiſterial Capacities. 
Although ſituated in a diſtant Part of the Iſland, we 


as an incorporated Body, judge ourſelves equally i in- 


tereſted with your Eellow. citizens in your Support; and 
feel moſt tenderly for (what we believe) the unjuſt and 


illegal Puniſnment you now ſuffer on their Behalf. We, 


therefore, think ourſelves, in a particular Manner, 
obliged to you, for your virtuous and manly Reſiſtance 


to the arbitrary Mandate of the Houſe of Commons, 


where it meant to ſuperſede the Law of the Land, and 


the Rights of Citizens; on which Account, be pleaſed . 


to accept our hearty and moſt unfeigned Thanks. 


We hope this your noble Example will be a Light 


for other Magiſtrates, when thoſe under their Protection 
are attacked by ſuch unjuſtifiable Methods ; and doubt 


not, but the impartial Pen of Hiſtory will tranſmit your 


undaunted Struggles in the glorious Cauſe of Freedom, 
to the lateſt Ages, with Honour and Pn. 


Newcaſtle upon Tyne, 
April 11, 1771. 


(N. B. 


„ ned aa c 


rng 


. (s), „ 
| | N. B. The above Addreſs was ſigned by the Stewards 


of twenty-one Companies.) 


* 


i The Lord Mayor, in the Name of the other Gen- 
tlemen, addreſſed himſelf to Sir F. B. Delaval in the 
following Manner: | 5 


Sir Francis BLAKER DELaval, | 

E feel the greateſt Satisfaction in receiving this 
| Mark of :\pprobation from the Gentlemen of 
the Corporation of Newcaſtle upon Tyne : We think 
durſelves greatly honoured by the polite Manner in 
which you have communicated their Sentiments to us; 
and beg the Favour of you to return by the earlieſt 
Opportunity, this Acknowledgment of the Obligation 


} 


they have conferred upon us. 


His Lordſhip then preſented the following Letter to 
Sir Francis Blake Delaval. | | 


To the FR EE BURGESSES of the Corporation 
| of NEewcasTLE UPON TI'yYNE. 85 


GENTLEMEN, 


WE have the Honour of receiving, from Sir Francis 
| Blake Delaval, the moſt obliging Marks of your 

Regard, and the nobleſt Teſtimony of your Approbation 
of our Conduct. A warm Affection for our Country, 
and a Reverence for its excellent Laws, have influenced 
us in what we have done on the preſent Occaſion; and 
ſhall direct all our future Actions. Our Views for the 
Public extend greatly beyond the Sphere of the Ma- 
giſtracy of this Capital, in which we now move. We 
feel for the whole Community, and ſhall be no leſs ready 

to ſupport the Rights of all our Countrymen, than the 
Franchiſes of our Fellow- citizens. Theſe are the fixed 
Sentiments of our Hearts, and ſhall be invariably ma- 
nifeſted in every Part of our public Conduct. We 
„„ EE 5 . 
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ſhall with Pleaſure 3 every Opportunity of es 
in a moſt perfect Union with ſuch true Friends of Li- 


berty and our Country, as the Free Burgeſſes of the 


Corporation of Newcaſtle ; and we deſire you to believe 
us, with the trueſt Regard, | 


 GENTLEME N, 
Your moſt faithful, and 
Devoted humble Servants, 


3 BRASS CROSBY, 
From the Tower, 5 JOHN WILKES, 
April „ M. RICHARD OLIVER. 


On the ſame Day at Noon H. C. Bolton and J. Walſh, 


Eſqrs. Members of Parliament for the City of Wor- 
ceſter, waited on the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor at 
his Apartments in the Tower, and preſented his Lord- 
| ſhip and Mr. Alderman Oliver with the Freedom of 
the ſaid City, of which the following are true Copies: 


City of 0 In the Time of Edward Wellings, Eſa; 
Worceſter. Mayor, 15th of April, 1771. 


admitted a Freeman of this City gratis. 
WILLIAM Buny, Eſq; Town-clerk. 


City of 7 In the Time of Edward Wellings, Eſa; | 


Mayor, 15th of April, 1771. 
THE Worſhipful Richard Oliver, Eſq; 
one of the Aldermen of the City of Lon- 


W, u. 


don, was admitted a Freeman of chis City 


gratis. 
WITIAN BuxD, Eſa; Town-clerk. 


After which the ſaid . orefoated the Lord 


Mayor and Mr. Oliver with : an * of wich the 
1 


following is a Copy: 


THE Right Hon. Braſs Croſby, Eſq; 
Lord Mayor of the City of London, was 


UA eas and LA a 
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„ 
To the Right Hon. BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; 
Lord Mayor of the City of London, and the Wor- 
ſhipful RICHARD OLIVER, Eſq; one of the 
Aldermen of the ſaid City. 


WE the Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of the City 
of Worceſter, in Council aſſembled, acknowledge 
with the warmeſt Gratitude the firm and generous 
Support which you have given on a late Occaſion to 
the Laws of our Country. DE > 
We ſaw with Indignation and Aſtoniſhment thoſe 
Laws invaded, under the ſpecious Pretext of Privilege; 
and bluſhed to think Men of Weight and Influence 
could be found, who were daring enough to adviſe a a 
Meaſure, which, beſides the Oppreſſion of Individuals, 
has a Tendency to ſubvert all Law. 
AsFellow-ſubjects, to whom the Laws of their Country 
are equally dear and valuable, we moſt earneſtly intreat 
you to perſevere in this Conduct; being perſuaded, as 
well from that Spirit of Reſentment which has conſtantly 
animated our Countrymen, when their Liberties are at 
Stake, as from the Influence of your Example, that the 
Laws will ſoon recover their proper Vigour, and that 
no Privilege can long ſcreen from Puniſhment, Men, 
who, by controling Magiſtrates in the legal Exerciſe of 
their Power, and under the ſolemn Obligation of Oaths, 
have maliciouſly endeavoured to weaken their Force, 
The Firmneſs and Magnanimity with which you have 
reſiſted theſe Attacks cannot fail of endearing you to 
your Country; and as a ſmall Teftimony of our Re-. 


gard, we beg to have the Honour of enrolling you in 


the Number of our Citizens. 


Given under our Common Seal the 1 5th Day of 
[ — 


The 
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The following is the LORD MAYOR's and 
Mr. Alderman OLIVER's Answer., 


To the Worſhipful the MAY OR and Corporation 
of the City of WorcesTeR. 


GENTLEMEN, 
W E have the Honour of receiving from Henry 
Crabb Boulton and John Walſh, Eſq; your Re- 
reſentatives in Parliament, the moſt police Teſtimony 
of your Approbation of our Conduct on a late Occaſion, 
It is our Happineſs to reflect, that we have endeavoured 
at all Times to fulfil the ſacred Obligations under which 
we are bound to the Citizens of London, and the People 
of England; and it is equally our Honour to receive 
the public Demonſtrations of the good Opinion of our 
Countrymen, in the faithful Execution of our Truſt. 
The only Reward we have in view, 1s the happy Succeſs 


of our Wiſhes to promote the Proſperity of this great 


City, and the general Welfare of the Kingdom. In the 
Accompliſnment of this ſalutary End, your generous 
Concurrence will ſtrengthen our Reſolutions, and add 
Weight to our Endeavours in detending the beſt Con- 
ſtitution that was ever framed, and which we are deter- 
mined, to the utmolt of our Abilities, ſhall be delivered 
pure and unviolated to Poſterity. „„ 
Conſcious that the Law of the Land is the only juſt 
Rule of Power or of Obedience, to it we willingly ap- 
peal; nor will we forego the Satisfaction of having diſ- 
charged our Duty, through the baſe Conſideration that 
we may thereby become odious to arbitrary and more 
werful Men z— and we are ready to ſacrifice our per- 
ſonal Eaſe, when there are Hopes that it may finally 
reſtore the Tranquility and, ſuſpend the Murmurs of 
the People. Wich theſe Principles we dedicate our- 
ſelves to the Service of our Country, and be aſſyred, 
Gentlemen, that the Honours you have conferred upon 


us 
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us ; ſhall never be uſed but in the Defence of your Rights, 
and in the Preſervation of the Liberries and Franchiſes 
of the City of Worceſter. 


Me have the Honour to be, 


Mr. Mayor and E 
Your moſt faithful and 
„„ - Devoted humble Servants, 
From the Tower, BRASS CROSBY, 
april 22, 1771, RICHARD OLIVER. 


#446364 
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The ſame Day the 8 cn G and 
Inhabitants of Biſhopſgate Ward, waited on the Lord 
Mayor, and Mr. Alderman Oliver, and en _ 
following Addreſſes: | 


To the Right Honourable the LORD MAYOR. } 


3 


The Addreſs of the Deputies, Common Council. and 
Inhabitants of the Ward of BISHOPSGATE. 


My Loxo, 


HE upright and ſpirited Conduct which has 8 

on your Lordſhip the Vengeance of a venal and 

proſtitute Adminiſtration, demands our gratitude, and 
claims our firm and manly Support. 

We ſee, with Concern, and the moſt d Re- 
ſentment, our Chief Magiſtrate deprived of that Liber- 
ty which he endeavoured to preſerve to the leaſt of his 
Fellow Citizens, and ſuffering Violence for reſcuing 

the feeble Object of miniſterial} Oppreſſion. | 
We beg your Lordſhip to accept our Thanks, and 
be perſuaded, that we will not deſert the Duty we owe 

to the King, our Country, and your Lordſhip, truſtin "g 
that Engliſhmen, ſtruggling to preſerve their Laws a 
Liberties, can never be vanquiſhed. 


4 * * 
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To which his Lordſhip returned this Anſwer 1 : 
Gentlemen of the Ward of Bishops, = 


ward I can receive of a ſteady and up- 
right Conduct. The Honour I had in being choſen 
to the high Office I now fill, always reminds me of my 
igations to a diligent Diſcharge of my Duty, and 
gives me the ſtrongeſt Wiſhes of being as eminently 
uſeful as my Abilities and Station will permit. 8 
To Mr. Alderman OLIVER. 
SIR | ö 
E UALLY affected with your Situation, as with 
that of our Lord Mayor, we, the Deputies, Com- 
mon Council, and Inhabitants of the Ward of Biſhopſ- 
gate, could not excuſe ourſelves from taking the ſame 
Opportunity of teſtifying our real Eſteem for you, and 
applauding your late meritorious Conduct, tending ſo 
conſpicuouſly to the Preſervation of the Laws of this 
Land, and the Liberties of the Subject. E 
We heartily deſpiſe all thoſe who, under the ſpecious 
Pretence of Privilege, have been inſtrumental in im- 
iſoning you, and our worthy Chief Magiſtrate, mere- 
ing your Duty; and we hope to fee the prin- 
cipal Authors ſoon brought to condign Puniſhment, 
not only for attempting to ſubvert the Laws, but alſo 
for being the Deceivers of the King, and the ſole Be- 
trayers of our once happy Country. Glorious will be 
that Day when theſe our Expectations are compleated ; 
and may the Remembrance thereof, together with the 
Honours you have ſo deſervedly acquired by your un- 
ſhaken Integrity be tranſmitted to our Children's Child- 
ren, and revered to the very End of Time. hs 


Lay E Approbation of my Fellow Citizens is the 
beſt Be 


To 


> 4 
To which the Alderman returned the following Anſwer: 


 _ GenTLEMEn, 


2 pleaſing Reward by your Approbation; ſince al- 


late for my Impriſonment, yet I cannot be inſenſib 


_ the Favour offered by you, and many others of my 


Fellow Citizens. The only acceptable Return I can 
make to you, is my Aſſurance, that I will conſtantly 
perſevere in the Duty I owe to the City of London; 
and in that Fidelity to which I am particularly pled 

as one of the Repreſentatives in Parliament. Thus I ſhall 
fully diſcharge myſelf to your Satisfaction and my own. 

In the Afternoon of the ſame Day the Inhabitants of 
the Ward of Cordwainers, in a Train of Coaches, pre- 
ceded by their Beadle with his Mace, waited on the 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, and preſented to 


his Lordſhip the following Addreſs: 
To the Right Honourable BRASS CROSBY, E Nc; 
Lord Mayor of the City of London. 

May it pleaſe your Lokpskirp, . 5 


xxyE the Inhabitants of the Ward of Coxpwainzrs 
| in the City of London, in Gratitude approach 


your Lordſhip, returning our zealous and hearty Thanks 


for that honeſt Stand your Lordſhip has made in ſup- 

ort of the Rights and Liberties of this City, which by 
ts are uncontrovertible, although, for ſo doing, your 
Lordſhip ſuffers an Impriſonment, which we ſincerely 
lament, not only as Citizens, but Engliſhmen and Bri- 
tons. | | 


ing to pay our Obedience to the ſame, and reſpectfully 
reſpecting the three Eſtates which compoſe the Legiſla- 
ture, the King, Lords, and Repreſentatives of the * 
4 ERR. ID 

» | | ; 


OR the Performance of my Duty, as an honeſt 
Magiſtrate, upon a late Occaſion, you afford me 


yy the acting with Integrity is ſufficient to N 
of 


Our Loyalty is the Laws of our Country, ever mean- 


3 
e e — ——_ 
bo OY . n A c rw WA openers OL 
3 % * Nana „ 4 A 847 e Ban pes D « 22 n 
» of wi 45 * > 5.6 u 8 * * F WY > 


—— — — hte ron b ey er He 
5 will 8 4% 
* 


: n, 
r 


r 
2 


; 8 
14 
* 
* 
* 
: 3 
A 
AB 
* 
1 
1 % 
7 
7 Y 
7 4 
Y 
* 2 
* 
"34 
4 
Y Ko 
— 4 
5 Fo 
HY ref 
oy 
t 8 72 
2 
. 
23g 
13 7 
$3 &.* 
s 
*. 
. E 
& 
2 
3 I 
182 
« 38 
1 
1 
* 
1 
„ 
3 
, 3 
21 
+& 
11 
* * 
- 4 = 
- > $ 
* 2 
. ” 4 
27 
* k 
3# 
. . 
- 
308 
85 7 4 
mY * 21 
8 
= 4 
« —_ 
be 
8. - 
os 
* 4.4 
13 
"EXE 
1 
FY 
y * 
* A 
"7 
$8 
: $4 
HE 
SM 
FA 
1 
at 
* 
I., 
1 
35 
_ 
Ms 
3 
_ == 
8 A \ 
8." 
v0" 
" 
i *1 
"1 
£ 
4 I 
- 2 
* 15 
n 
89 
= 
2 3 
© RP” 
o ", : 
£4 
& 
3 
7 
* 
Fes 
1 
15 
'* 
7 
EF 
1 
* 
4 + 
9 
J * 
5 
1 
* 
1 
©M 
$ 8 
* 
9 
4 
. 
C5 
L 
FE 
? 
* 


| 


(132) 


ple in Parliament. Hoping, in future, that not one of 


thoſe Branches of Legiſlation will attempt ſingly to be 
Legiſlative, either upon the Principle of Prerogative or 
Privilege, both which are meant to be exerciſed for the 


Benefit of the Subjects, and ought not to be for any 


other Purpoſe exerted. 


Both condoling your Lordſhip for your preſent diſ- 


Fu as Situation, and congratulating your Lordſhip 
or your firm and truly laudable Inflexibility, we beg 


Leave to conclude this Addreſs with our moſt ardent 
Wiſhes for your Lordſhip's Health and Proſperity in 
this Life, and your Lordſhip's eternal Happineſs in 
that which is to come. 1 


Signed by Order of the Inhabitants, at their Meet- 


ing on the 17th Day of April, 1771. 
| JOHN NIX, Ward Clerk. 


T0 which his Loxpsnry returned the following An- 
| EN ſwer : 5 
Gentlemen of the Ward of Corpwaintrs, | 
VERY freſh Approbation of my Fellow Citizens, 
adds to the Satisfaction I receive in having diſ- 
charged the high Office with which they have honoured 


me, with that Impartiality and Integrity which ſnould 


always diſtinguiſh a Magiſtrate of this great and opulent 


City. The utmoſt of my Wiſhes is to demonſtrate the 


Honeſty of my Heart, by defending the Rights of my 
Fellow Citizens, and the Liberties of the People of 
England. | | 2, 


Monday, the 22d of April, purſuant to 3 Habeas 
Corpus, granted by Lord Chief Juſtice De Grey, and 
85 


the reſt of the Judges of the Common Pleas, on Fri- 
day the 19th, for bringing up the Lord Mayor, he 


| was accordin ly brought up, attended by Major Col- 
lins, Fort Major of the Tower, when the Arguments 


were opened as follows: 
Mr. Serjeant Glynn. I humbly move your Lord- 


ſtüps that the Writ of Habeas Corpus, and the Return to 
it, may be read. 5 They 


R 

A were read but the Chief Juſtice De Grey pale 
ing out ſome. Miſtakes in the! Return; the Return 
was directed to be amended; It was accordingly amend- 
ed by Major Collins; but Mr. Glynn was not ſatisfied 

with the Regularity of ſuch Amendment. 
Chief Juſtice... en Gun, you N chat THis 
may be read. 31749 | 

Mr. Glynn. No, my Lord, 1 move that the R- 
TURN to the Writ of Habeas Corpus may be read 

Chief Juſtice. You move that Tui may be read. 

Mr. Glynn. No, my Lord, 1 move en the Re- 
TURN may be read. 

Mr. Juſtice Gould. The . muſt be made 1 
the Lieutenant of the nr, 'or by his Deputy, to 
whom the Writ is directed. 

Mr. Glynn. Major C ollins is RAPS Lieutenant of 
the Tower nor his Deputy. | 
Major Collins. I am Deputy for the Lieutenant 

Rains ford. 
Mr. Glynn. No, you are Fort Major. 


After this, ſome irregular Converſation paſſed be- 
tween the Court and the Counſel ; z and the Court ſeem- 
ed to throw out that they could do nothing with ſuch 
a Return; becauſe it was directed to the Chief Juſtice 
of the Common Pleas, and not to the Court : and that 
therefore it was not a Return to the Writ, | 


Mr. Glynn. Very well, then here is a Writ of Ha- 
beas Corpus, to which no Return is made. | 
Chief Juſtice. I ſuppoſe this Return was made by 
Conſent of the Parties ; and that they have done it as a 
Matter of Courſe, without conſulting Counſel, = 

Mr. Glynn. I know nothing of any Conſent of Par- 
ties; nor do I believe there was any: Nor does any 
ſuch Thin appear before the Court : We have not 
to anſwer for any Miſtake in the Return. 

Chief Juſtice. It does not ſignify how the Miſtake 


happened; but if there is no Return made to the Writ, 
we cannot proceed. | 


— 
— * 
A. + 2 
. 


W 


Mr Sinn, The: Officr of the Tower, to whom 


the Writ is directed, muſt lock to his own Return. 
Chief Juſtice. 5 It lays | 
this right;; the Court will glve no Directions. 
Mr. Glynn. My Lord, it lays upon the Perſon to 
whom the Writ is directed to make the Return. My 
Lord, the Writ is in part obeyed; the Body of the Pri- 
ſoner is brought here before the Court, that fis one 


= contained in the Writ: If there is any Defect or 


take in the other Part neceſſary, that is, in return- 


ing a 2 ſufficlent Cauſe for detaining him; it 


then follows, that the Lord Mayor is unjuſtly detained 
for any Reaſbn that appears to the Court; and there. 


tore muſt be diſcharged. It lays upon the proper Of. 


ficer of the Tower to do his Duty, by making a Re. 


turn to the Writ of Habeas Corpus : If he has not made 
a Return; he may be puniſhed by Attachment. It 
ſeems that it appears to your Lordſhips that no Return 
is made: The Writ of Habeas Corpus then is diſobeyed; 
Puniſhment for this Neglect might follow; but the End 


of the Writ itſelf will beſt be anſwered by releaſing the 
Priſoner, fince he is preſent, and no Cauſe returned for 


detaining him. The Lord Mayor is now here before 


« 7 


you ard ſince no Reaſon, if no Return, appears be- 


fore the Court for his Detention, he mult be diſcharged, 
I therefore move your Lordſhips that he be releaſed. 


Chief Juſtice. That cannot be, Brother Glynn, the 


Lord Mayor is not here: He is not before the Court: 
The Return of the Writ is made to the Lord Chief ſuſ- 
tice of the Common Pleas, and hot to the Court of 
Common Pleas : The Court therefore can take no No- 


tice of him: He appears before me indeed, but not be- 
fore the Court; and the Court can take no more No- 


tice of him than if he had appeared. before me in my 
Chambers. 0 A 0 


Mr. Glynn. I beg your Lorſhip's Pardon'; the 


Lord Mayor is now in Court; he is before the Court; 
and if your Lordſhips cannot take any Notice of a Re- 


turn made to the Chiet Juſtice of the Common Pleas, 


and not to the Court; yet the Lord Mayor is now here 
| preſent z 


you, Mr. Glyr n, to ſet 


aw wad 


1 135 ) 
p preſent ; and in this Caſe it matters not by E Mans 
he got here, whether ſent by the Lieutenant of the 
Tower or not. Here he is; and if there is no ſufficient 
Cauſe returned to this Court een him, he muſt 
Chief e Where is the Writ ? where is the 
Return? Let me ſee them. (They were handed to his 
Lordſhip, and he peruſed them with great Attention.) 
| Mr. Serjeant Jephſon. The Writ of Habeas Cor- 
pus is iſſued and laying before this Court the Pero and 
the Cauſe of detainin — or A partial Return is made: 
the Writ is in part ed : the Rees is brought, not 
the Cauſe : Suppoſe 5 the Writ itſelf and the Perſon 
had been returned, Will the Court ſay the Perſon does 
not appear? Suppoſe there is noCauſe of Detention to be 
given, mult the Perſon be remanded till the Officer who 
has detained him can return ſome Cauſe, I humbly con- 
ceive, my Lords, that if there is no Cauſe returned, or no 
| Return made to the Writ, the Court muſt dilcharge the 
Perſon. 
Mr. Juſtice Gould. I would recommend it to the 
Attention of my Brothers Glynn and Jephſon to conſider 
whether the Words, they object to in the Return may 
not be conſidered as Words of Surpluſage, and whether 
the Return may not be ſubſtantially valid. 
Mr. Glynn and Mr. Jephſon. The Objection to the 
ſufficiency of the Return did not come from us, but from 
the Bench. We have not ſeen nor heard the Return. | 
The Addreſs of it only has been read. The Return, 
whatever it may be, ſhould be filed, and if there are 
_—_ to it we ſhall take our er to 
urge them. 
Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone. T he Queſtion Is whether the 
Return ſhall be read. 
Mr. Jephſon. We haye not objected to reading the 
the Return; it was the Court objected. | 
The Court then agreed that the Words of Amend- | 
ment, which had by their own Directions been inſerted 
ſhould be ſtruck out, and that the n ſhould be filed 
and read. The Return was then read. 3 
r. 


(236) „ 
Mr. Glynn. The Return which has been read is 
quite ſufficient for the Court to enter into the Queſtion: 
do not mean it is ſufficient in point of Form; but we 
do not wiſh by ſticking; to Punctilios and little Matters 
of Form to evade or to loſe the Deciſion of this very 
important and conſtitutional Queſtion. The Return 
ſtares the Impriſonment of the Lord Mayor to be by a 
Warrant of Sir Fletcher Norton ; which Warrant ſtates 
an Order of the Houſe of Commons to take the Lord 
Mayor into Cuſtody for a Breach of Privilege; and it 
appears on the Return what that Breach of Privilege is. 
When any Perſon is brought here by a Writ of Habea 
Corpus the Judges are to ſatisfy themſelves about the 
Cauſes of his Detention. - Acts of the higheſt Authority 
are ſubject to the Inquiry of the Courts of Weſtminſter- 
hall, which extends not only to the Acts of inferior, but 
alſo of co-ordinate and ſuperior Powers. A Breach of 
Privilege is ſtated ; the Court muſt determine whether 
the Fact charged 1s by Law a Contempt or a Breach of 
Privilege. The Houſe of Commons has a certain Ju- 
riſdiction; the Court muſt judge whether it has not 
tranſgreſſed the Bounds of its Juriſdiction, and the Court 
muſt pronounce upon it. If the King exerciſes any 
Act of Power which is not conformable to Law, the 
Court will remedy it. The old Writ de Homine reple- 
giando did not comprehend the Mandates of the King; 
but the Habeas Corpus extends to them and to all Acts 
of Power not conformable to Law. If the Court of 
Chancery, which is a ſuperior Court in civil Caſes, 
ſhould exceed its J uriſdiction and interfere by Injunction 
in criminal Caſes, the inferior Court would determine 
againſt the Chancery. This Court likewiſe muſt inquire 
whether the Houſe of Commons has not exceeded its 
lawful Juriſdiction. The Lord Mayor is charged with 
a Contempt: The Queſtion is, Whether the Lord 
Mayor is guilty of a Contempt; that is, Whether the 
Fact charged upon him amounts by Law to a Con- 
tempt. The Houſe of Commons make an Order tor 
committing a Printer; and that Order expreſſes who 
ſhall take him into Cuſtody, the Serjeant or Deputy- 
| SE | 5 Serjeant. 


( 137 ) : 
The Printer is taken into Cuſtody by a Meſ. 
ſenger; he complains to the Lord Mayor; the Lord 
Mayor examines into his Complaint; he proceeds ju- 
dicially and according to Law; and thinking that the 
Warrant does not juſtify the Cuſtody, he diſcharges the 
How does this interfere with the lawful Ju- 
riſdiction of the Houſe of Commons? And how does it 
exceed the lawful Juriſdiction of the Lord Mayor ? The 
Juriſdiction of the Houſe muſt be limited to ſome par- 
The Claim of an unlimited Power and 
Authority in this Country deſtroys itſelf. In the great 
Queſtion about the Ayleſbury Men, we find that in a 
Conference between the Lords and Commons it was 
agreed, that they cannot, by any Vote or Reſolution of 
their own, acquire any new Privilege. 
rant ſigned by Sir Fletcher Norton, Speaker. Sir Fletcher 
rſonal Authority to commit whom he 
The Speaker, as ſuch, has no official Authority. 
Whatever Authority he can have muſt be as the In- 
ſtrument of the Houſe of Commons: His Acts can be 
valid only by the Orders of the Houſe: But the Warrant 
is made contrary to the Order of the Houſe, as appears 
to you by the Return itſelf; conſequently the Speaker 
having no Authority of his own, and the Warrant being 
contrary to the Order, the Warrant is invalid. The 
Houſe of Commons have not an unlimited Juriſdiction; 
the Lord Mayer was therefore obliged to examine whe- 
ther the Act of Power exerted by them was within their 
The Printer was charged with no Crime: 
The Houſe of Commons have no Right to inflict any 
Puniſnment on the Printer for the Act with which he 
There is nothing to be pretended in Fa- 
vour of this Proceeding of the Houſe of Commons, but 
their tranſcendent. Power : Now it would totally deſtroy 
all the Benefic and the very End of the Habeas Corpus, 
if the Tranſcendency of any Power whatever could blind 
the Eyes of a Court of Juſtice, and prevent their en- 
quiring into its Ats; fuch a Deciſion by Judges ſworn 
to adminiſter faithfully the Laws would be fatal to every 


thing that is worth preſerving in our boa 


ticular Objects: 


Here is a War- 


Norton has no 


Juriſdiction. 


is charged. 


ſted Con- 


. 


r 


75 
1 
4 
* 
* a 
3 
$ 
91 


„ 
4 
* 
i$® 
1 
{ 
* 
72 
7 
- 


ng 
* 
; 
15 
77 
4 
23 


e 
e ee ee 
een 


W nap 


8 8 "_ 4 
"ds Wn Bev 1-57" > ct 
Wer 4 fois Xie i 2 
4 2 7 Ne * is Wan 


. 


2 
* 


: Nee 
— 0 1 þ 7 


ere 
* e A ages 
n n n 


* 9 
my 


e 
Ha) 


- 
29 * : » a — = 


N 4 
»%, 2 af . — * 28 OY l s . 8 
= in nA ww 44 I I» „ & 1; * #5 0 i "lid 
LINE ©. N A > 2 . * 5 
U Pa PITS 8 We N "I 1 : } — : 2 
ir n 15 . 4 * 3 OE ITS: e 465 5 al _ SOIT, Pp n 
2 , 2 2 2 Y * 8 1 * 4 Wo ee”, oh Ape OR ig Fe 
1 neee "Rv A" OS WENT, . 
dy 4 


 - b 
wma * 
= 8 l * 5 


NW 4 he , 9 
n af 


8 N Yona: 
PPP eb ere Pormyes 
r R . 


—— — 


RE Pee 


P i i, "6-409 + ve Os Un IT 7 * 
3 r Ls : 1 I 
a 8 Ne 1 313 2 Deda 
n me * r 
— 1 


JJ 
ſtitution, and would leave the unhappy Subjects of this 
Country in a State much worſe than a State of Savage 
Nature. Holt held, that if what the Houſe of Com- 
mons called a Contempt, was not by Law a Contempt, 
the Perſon committed for it muſt be diſcharged; and 
in this Opinion he was ſupported by the Houſe of Lords, 
who, in thoſe Days, remembered that they were the 
hereditary Guardians of the People. Again, Holt held, 
that the Order of the Houſe of Commons, forbidding 
any one to ſeek or purſue a legal Remedy againſt their 
Orders, was entirely illegal; and he — accord- 
ingly the Perſons committed for Contempt of that Order. 
If the Lex et conſuetudo Parliamenti, of which we hear ſo 
much and know ſo little, be indeed a Part of the Law of 
the Land, the Judges are bound to take Notice of it, 
and to decide upon it as they do upon every other Part 
of the Law. It has been ſaid that Lord Chief Juſtice Holt 
was ſingle in his Opinion. Be it ſo, yet I will venture 
to ſay that his Opinion will not, to any honeſt Mind, be 
found light in the Scale when weighed againſt that of 
the other Judges. But he was not ſingle; he had Truth 
and Honeſty with him, as well as the ſtrongeſt Argu- 
ments which the Conference with the Lords afforded; _ 
Arguments which have never been, and which cannot 

at this Day be anſwered. The other three Judges 
differing in Opinion from Holt, there was a Writ of 
Error to the Lords; and if the Temper of the Times 
had permitted it, it may eaſily be collected from the 
Arguments above referred to, that it would have had 
from the Lords a moſt ſolemn and moſt juſt Deciſion. 

Chief Juſtice. Brother Glynn, that Writ of Error 
you ſpeak of was never brought before the Lords. 
Mr. Glynn. It is true, my Lord, it was never brought 
directly in Queſtion before them; becauſe Doubts were 
ſtarted whether it was a Writ of Right or of Favour, 
which might be refuſed by the particular Officer. This 
cauſed a Petition to the Queen, who was deſirous to 
have had the Point ſettled for her Subjects; but, un- 
happily for us, the particular Circumſtances of thoſe 
Times prevented it; and the Payliament was difloived. 
| Chief 


2 


(139) | 

Chief Juſtice. The two Houſes addreſſed the Queen 
for different Purpoſes. The Lords ſaid it was Time 
enough to decide upon the Writ of Error when it came 
before them. ER. - 

Mr. Glynn. It is for that Reaſon, my Lord, I ſaid 
I collect it from other Arguments which make it very 
plain that the Subject would have had Satisfaction and 
Redreſs from their Deciſion. The Queſtion at preſent 
is, Whether the Word Privilege is to be ſuppoſed fo 


myſtical as to exclude all Enquiry. My Lord, I deny 


that the Lord Mayor's Act is a Breach of any Privilege 


of the Houſe of Commons: The Lord Mayor had a 


full Juriſdiction in the Caſe; and he was obliged to 


9 decide: Shall his Opinion be conſtrued a Contempt? 
Is this the Law of the Land, that when different Courts 
having Juriſdiction of the ſame Nature, differ in their 


Deciſions, they are guilty of Contempts one to the other, 


and may be puniſhed for ſuch Contempts? It is no 


Contempt in me, a private Man, to have an Opinion 
different from that of the greateſt Authorities. If it was 

the Lord Mayor's Opinion he was bound by his Oath 
to act in conſequence of it: He would have been per- 
jured if out of Reſpect for any Perſons he had not 
obeyed the Call of his Conſcience. It was no Crime for 
him to entertain the Opinion; entertaining it he was 
bound to declare it; and it was his Duty to act in con- 
ſequence of it. The conſcientious Act of a Magi - 
ſtrate within the Limits of. his Juriſdiction can never be 


a Contempt. Unleſs a Magiſtrate acts from corrupt 
Motives he cannot be puniſhed. But ſuppoſe for a 


Moment the Lord Mayor did not act from his Opi- 


nion, but from ſome corrupt Motive, it is not the 
Houſe of Commons but a Jury that muſt judge of 
it. The Duty of a Magiſtrate differs widely from that 


of an Officer; from the latter a full and ready Obe- 
dience is expected to the Orders of his Court whoſe 


Officer he is, and the Orders are his Juſtification; but 


the Magiſtrate has an Oath and an Opinion which he 
mult follow, and he is anſwerable to the Law, and cannot 
be juſtified for the Breach of his Oath and the Law by 

any Order or Reſolution of the greateſt Authorities. If 
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(140) My: 
Courts of Juſtice determine erroneouſly are they likewiſe 
guilty of a Contempt? Your Lordſhips are not now 
called upon to determine that the Caule for which the 
Lord Mayor diſcharged the Priater is a ſufficient Cauſe; _ 
but whether the Lord Mayor in a Caſe where he had 


an indiſputable Juriſdiction, acting by his Opinion and 


according to his Oath, 1s guilty of a Contempt, and 
can by Law be impriſoned. Whatever may be the 
Sufficiency or Inſufficieney of the Return now made to 
the Writ, I hope the Subjects of England will not go 
without the Deciſion of this great Conſtitutional Quel1- 
tion: I have therefore foreborn ro meddle with the for- 
mality of the Return, being well aſſured your Lord- 
ſhips will allow to the Lord Mayor the Benefit of ſuch 
2 © ou | 
Mr. Serjeant Jephſon. My Lords, as I ſhall not have 
an Opportunity of anſwering any Argument from the 
Bench, nor can poſſibly know the Objections your 
Lordſhips may have to releaſing the Lord Mayor, I 
will endeavour to obviate all the Objections which oc- 
cur to me. I ſhall conſider the Nature, the Return, 
and the Conſequence of the Writ. It is a Writ of 
Right: a legal Cauſe of Detention not being returned, 
the Subject muſt be enlarged. The Purpoſe of the 
Writ is to have a legal Caule returned. Ir appears from 
the Caſe of Sir William J hickneſle 4 Inſtit. 434.— Sir 
William Chauncy 12 Coke's Rep. 23. and from Buſhcll 
Caſe in Vaughan's Reports, that the Cauſe of Impriſon- 
mentoughtto be as ſpecifically returned to thoſcwho judge 
upon the Writ of Habeas Corpus, as to thoſe who firit 
committed the Perſon. Again Bethell's Caſe, Salkeld; 
where commitment is without a legal Charge the Perſon 
muſt be diſcharged. Again Search's Caſe, 1 Leonard 
70, where the Queen had taken a Perſon into her Pro- 
tection, who notwithſtanding was arreſted, and the Per- 
ſon arreſting committed and on Habeas Corpus diſ- 
charged. See again Doctor Alfonſo's Caſe 2 Bulſtrode. 
Markham, Croke Car. 507. — Lawſon ibid. 579— 
Apſley 1 Rolls Rep. 211.— Ruſhfort ibid. — The De- 
termination in all Caſes the ſame; if a legal Charge 1s 
not returned, the Perſons muſt be diſcharged : 2000 
„„ Court 


(141 ) 


Court muſt judge of the Cauſe of Commitment return- 


ed : It not, why ſhould the Writ command the Return 


of the Cauſe? The Cauſe is returned that the Court 


may judge whether the Perſon is intitled to his Liberty 

or not. It is no Objection in this Cale to ſay that the 
Houſe of Commons having a Power to commit there- 

tore this Court mult not judge of the Cauſe of Commit- 
ment returned ; tor this would prove too much, becauſe 
it would go to every Court having Juriſdiction. Sup- 
poſe the King's Bench which is a Court, ſuperior to this 
fe ould commit; and the Perſon committed ſhould be 


brought here by Habeas Corpus; would not this Court 


take notice, and inquire into the Cauſe returned; and 
if this Court thought it not a ſufficient Cauſe, would not 
your Lordſhips diſcharge the Perſon? Otherwiſe how 
would the End of the Writ of Habeas Corpus be anſ- 
wered ? It is no Objection in this Caſe to ſay that the 
Court cannot examine the Cauſe as ſtated in the Return, 
| becauſe the Court would then determine upon the Pri- 


vileges of the Houſe of Commons: The Court muſt - 


and does frequently determine upon the Privileges of 


Parliament when they come incidentally before them. 


Farl of Banbury's Caſe, Salkeld and others, . where the 
King's Bench determined him to be a Peer, though 


the Houſe of Lords had before determined him 
not to be a Peer. This Court made no FHeſita- 
tion to determine in Mr. Wilkes's Caſe upon 


the Privileges of Parliament; where the Queltion 
was whether being committed for a Libel he was 
intitled to Privilege. The Court in this Caſe deter- 
mined what was the Privilege of Parliament, why 


ſhould they not as well determine what is not the Privi- 


lege of Parliament? Indeed even in that Cate they mult 
have enquired what was not the Privilege of Parlia nent, 
in order to determine what was. In Lord Shafteſb:..y's 
and Mr. Murray'sCaſes the Return was generally a Cun- 
tempt. We contend at preſent that the Chargesreturned 
can by no legal conſtruction whatever amount co a Con- 


. tempt ; and therefore that the Lord-M:iyor mui be 


diſcharged. The Houſe of Commons havin eter— 
mined it to be a Contempt does not aint the S 4 
Fact does not become a Contempt by ber» revitient as 
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ſuch. The Court muſt conſider whether the Warrant 
of the Lord Mayor's Commitment is the Warrant of the 
Speaker, 'or the Houſe of Commons. The Court will 
eaſily ſee that Sir Fletcher Norton may act in a deudle 
Capacity. (A loud continued Laugh) | | 
TheCourt may ſuppoſe him to act in his private Capacity, 

Chief Juſtice. He ſigns himſelf Speaker. 

Mr. Jephſon. The Signature does not prevent the 
Suppoſition, if the Cauſe is not ſufficient; and the 
Court may rather chuſe to ſuppoſe the Miſtake com- 
mitted by Sir Fletcher Norton, than by the Houſe of 
Commons. Suppole ſome future Speaker, of ſome. fu- 
ture Houſe of Commons, ſhould recite in his Warrant, 
that the Houſe of Commons had adjudged it a Breach 
of Privilege, and a Contempt, to ſue out a Statute of 
Bankruptcy againſt one of their Members, which, by 
Act of Parliament, any one is permitted to do; and 
ſhould in conſequence commit a Perſon for ſuch a legal 
Act; if the Perſon was brought by Writ of Habeas 
Corpus before this Court, would the Court not take 
Cognizance of the Commitment? Would they not de- 
termine it no Breach of Privilege? Are Acts of Parlia- 
ment of leſs Force than ſuch a Recital of a Speaker's 
Warrant ? Suppoſe a Man is committed by a ſimi- 
lar Warrant for proceeding according to Act of Parlia- 
ment againſt a Member of the Houſe, in a Caſe of a Debt; 
ſhall he have no Remedy from the Laws which have led 
him into the Tranſgreſſion? Suppoſe a Juſtice of 
the Peace ſhould commit a Member of the Houle of 
Commons for Treaſon, Felony, or Breach of the Peace, 
and the Speaker's Warrant ſhould recite it to be a Con- 
tempt; will this Court ſay it can take no Cognizance 
of a Commitment by the Houſe of Commons? if 
the Return charges a Contempt, will the Court ſay, 
the Houſe has a Power to commit for Contempts, 
and they call this a Contempt, and they alone are 
to judge of their own Contempts ?-——Suppoſe all the 
Officers of this Court ſhould be recited to be in Con- 
rempt for executing the Proceſs of this Court ; Will 
this give no Remedy ? and mult this, and ſevery Leerer 
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Court of Juſtice, be annihilated 8 the Speaker's 
Warrant declares all its Officers in Contempt? How is 

it poſſible to diſtinguiſh the preſent Caſe from thoſe 1 

e mentioned, if you muſt not examine the Cauſe 
returned, but ſay it is ſufficient if Contempt i is charged ? 
Serjeant Hawkins, Vol. II. p. 110, gives us clearly 

enough what his Thoughts were on this Subject. 

I think I have now ſufficiently cleared this Caſe from all 
the Objections that can be brought againſt its being in- 
quired into. The Queſtion therefore i is, Whether, on 
the Return, there appears ſufficient Cauſe of Detention. 

bree Cauſes are mentioned, and all urged as Breaches 
of Privilege and Contempts. 1. Diſcharging a Printer. 

2. Signing a Warrant for the Meſſenger; and 3. Hold- 
ing him to Bail. To make the Lord Mayor guilty of 
the firſt Contempt, it ought ſurely to be proved at leaſt 
that Miller was in the legal Cuſtody of the Meſſenger : 
Now Miller never was 1n the legal Cuſtody of the Meſ- 
ſenger; for the Warrant was directed to the Sergeant 
or his Deputy; and I am well perſuaded, that, on an 
Action for falſe Impriſonment, the Meſſenger would 
not be able to juſtity. For the ſecond Charge of a 
Contempt, it mult be conſidered, that the Lord Mayor's 
Warrant was againſt a Meſſenger ; and what m. 
is it to ſign a Warrant againſt : a Meſſenger ? 

Mr. Juſtice Gould. The Meſſenger was committed 
for having executed a Warrant of the Speaker. 

Mr. Jephſon. That does not appear. Your Lords 
ſhips cannot know that : For the Return only ſays, for 
ſigning a Warrant againſt the Meſſenger. 
| Lord Chief Juſtice De Grey. It either myſelf, or 

any of my Brothers on the Bench, had any Doubts in 
this Cafe, we ſhould certainly take ſome Time before 
we delivered our Opinions; but the Caſe ſeems ſo very 
clear to us all, that we have no Reaſon to delay. The 
Writ of Habeas Corpus, by which the Lord Mayor is 
now brought before us, in a Writ of Common Law, 
becauſe it is not indorſed per Statutum ; and this was 
very properly done by the Counſel for his Lordſhip ; 
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ſuch a Writ of Habeas Corpus, as the preſent Cafe re- 
quired, is not within the Statute. This is a Writ by 
which the Subject has a Right of Remedy: Therefore 
the Court mult conſider whether, in this Caſe, the Au- 
thority of Commiting is illegal; if fo, if the Commit- 
ment 13 made by thoſe who have an Authority to com- 
mit, this Court cannot diſcharge. If it is a Commit- 
ment in Execution, this Court cannat bail ; this Court 
mult conſider whether the Authority commiting is le- 
gal : The Return ſtates the Commitment to be by the 
Houſe of Commons for a Contempt, that is, for a 
| Breach of Privilege; and this Contempt is as the 
Counſel has truly deſcribed it, three- fold; diſcharging a 
Perſon in Cuſtody, - ſigning a Warrant for Commit- 
ment of the Meſſenger, — and holding him to bail; that 
is, treating a Meſſenger of the Houſe of Commons as 
acting criminally in the Execution of the Orders of that 
Houle. In order to fee whether that Houſe has Au- 
thority to commit, ſee Coke, 4 Inſtit.— They certainly 
have ſuch Authority; and it is legal becauſe neceſſary. 
In ſome Caſes Coke ſays, they have a judicial Power. 
This Right is fo neceſſary to the Houſe of Commons, 
that it muſt be inherent in it by the very Nature of its 
nſtitution; and therefore is a Part of the Law of the 
Land. They certainly always could commit in certain 
Caſes: In Matters of Election, for Inſtance, they can 
commit Sheriffs, Mayors, Officers, Witnefles, & c. and 
it is now agreed that they can commit generally for all 
Contempts.—See 4 Inſtit. 23. 14. All Contempts ace 
either puniſhable in the Courts contemned, or in ſome 
higher Court: Now the Parliament has no ſuperior | 
Court; therefore their Contempts can be puniſhed only 
by themſelves. The Act 1 Jac. I. 13, I mean the Pro- 
viſo to that Act, ſufficiently proves that they have a 
Power to puniſh. In the Cale of the Ayleſbury Men, 
their Counſel admitted, Holt owned, and the Lords 
acknowledged, that the Houſe of Commons had a 
Power to commit for Contempt and Breach of Privilege. 
Indeed they muſt have a Power to commit and puniſh 
r erry Ori- wnatſoever, becauſe they have a Power 
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to impeach for any Crime whatſoever. When tlie Houſe 
of Commons adj udge any thing to be a Contempt or a 
Breach df Privilege, their Adjudication is a Conviction; 


and their Commitment in conſequence is Execution; 


and no Court can diſcharge or bail a Perſon that is in 


Execution by the Sentence of any other Court. The 


Houſe of Commons therefore haviig an Authority to 
commit, and that Commitment being an Execution, the 
Queſtion is, What ſhall this Court do? It can do no- 
thing when a Perſon is in Execution by a Court having 
Juriſdiction. Objection is made that the Houſe of 
Commons have not this Power, have not this Authority; 


and if they have it, that in this Caſe they have not uſed 


it properly, and that in this Caſe the Execution of their 
Orders was irregular. In order to judge, I will conſider 
the Practice of the Courts in common Caſes. There is 
no Inſtance of Courts taking Cognizance of ſuch Execx- 


tions, or of the Commitments of this Kind. There is no 


Precedent of Weſtminſter-hall interfering in ſuch a 
Cale. See Sir J. Aſton, Coke Rep. 10. Beſides the 
Rule 1s, that the Court of Remedy muſt judge by the 


| ſame Law as the Court which commits. Now this 
Court cannot take Cognizance of a Commitment by the 


| Houſe of Commons, becauſe it cannot judge by the 
ſame Law; for the Law by which the Commons judge 


is unknown to us. The King's Bench is coordinate 
with this Court, yet in theſe Caſes, if it ſhould commit 
any Perſon; and the Return was a Contempt, this Court 
would not diſcharge. See Chambers, Coke Car. For- 


merly, when many Abuſes were committed, and the 


People could not obtain a Remedy; the Subject was 


not contented with the antient Habeas Corpus, but did 


* 


not complain of the Courts for refuſing them what they 
could not by Law grant them; inſtead of that they 
ſought Redreſs by Petition to the Throne. In the 


late Chief Juſtice's Time, a Perſon was brought by 


Habeas Corpus before this Court who had been com- 


mitted by the Court of ee at Durham; the Court 
a 


being competent and having Juriſdiction, the Man was 


not diſcharged but re- committed. How then can we 


do- 
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do any thing in the preſent Caſe when the Law, by 
which the Lord Mayor is committed, is different from 
the Law by which he would be relieved ? He is com- 
mitted by the Law of Parliament, and yet he would 

have Redreſs from the Common Law: The Law of 
Parliament is only known to Parliament-men by Ex- 
rience in the Houſe; Lord Coke fays, Every Man 
oks for it, but very few can find it. | | 
I with we had ſome Code of the Law of Parliament, 
but till then it is impoſſible we ſhould be able to judge 
of it. Perhaps a Contempt in the Houfe of Commons, 
in the Chancery, in this Court, and in the Court of Dur- 
ham may be very different; therefore we cannot judge 
of it, but every Court muſt be the ſole Judge of its own 
Contempts. Beſides, as the Court cannot go out of the 
Return, how can we enquire into the Truth of the Fact 
as to the Nature of the Contempt? We can examine no 
Parties; we can hear no Witneſſes; we can iſſue no 
Proceſs ; we are even now hearing ex Parte; and with- 
out any Counſel on the oppoſite Side. Again, if we 
could determine upon the Contempts of any other 
Court, fo might the other Courts of Weſtminſter-hall : 
And what Confuſion would then enſue, none of us 
knowing the Law by which Perſons are committed by 
the Houſe of Commons. If three Perſons were com- 
mitted and applied ſeverally to different Courts, one 
Court perhaps would bail ; another Court diſcharge; 
a third re-commit. Two Objections have been urged 
which I own have great Weight becauſe they hold forth, 
if purſued, to all poſſible Caſes, Conſequences of moſt 
important Miſchief. It has been ſaid, that if the Rights 
and Privileges of Parliament are legal Rights, for that 
very Reaſon the Court muſt take Notice of them, be- 
cauſe they are legal; and that if the Law of Parliament 
is Part of the Law of the Land, the Judges muſt have 
Cognizance of one Part of the Law of the Land as 
well as of the other; but this Objection will not pre- 
vail. . There are two Sorts of Privileges which ought 
never to be confounded ; perſonal Privilege, and the 
Privilege belonging to the collective Body: One * 
„ ä 2 88 
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| 5 uſing Privilege uſed to be by a Plea to Juriſdir- 
tion of the Courts, which operated as a e | 

under the Great Seal: this is now diſuſed ſince 11, 12. 


William, — See Strange Rep.— and Lord Forteſcue. 
There is a great Difference between Matters of Privilege 
coming incidentally before the Court, and being the 
Point itſelf directly brought before the Court: in the 
one Caſe the Court will take notice of them; becauſe it 
is neceſſary ia order to prevent a Failure of Juſtice; as in 
Lord Banbury's Caſe, where the King's Bench deter- 
mined againſt the Determination of the Houſe of 
Lords; but in that Caſe the Court conſidered the Lega- 
lity and Validity of Letters Patent, without regarding 
the other Right of a Seat in the Houſe of Lords with 
which the Court did not concern themſelves. I wiſh 
the Counſel at the Bar had produced one Inſtance of 
any Court determining a Matter of Privilege which did 
not come incidentally before them, but directly in Point. 
It is the ſame Thing ſometimes with Caſes of Deſcent, 
where Property is to be determined and depends upon 
Legitimacy; the Courts will then determine Legitimacy, 
which however belongs not to them but to the Spiritual 
Court; and it is true that in ſuch Caſes likewiſe the 
Courts of Weſtminſter-hall determine by very different 
Rule from the Spiritual Courts. But the preſent Caſe 
differs muchtrom thoſe which the Courts will determine; 
| becauſe it does not come incidentally before us, but is 
brought directly and is the very Point in Queſtion : 
and to determine it we muſt ſuperſede the Sentence of 
a Houſe of Commons, when it is a Sentence and Com- 
mitment in Execution: Another Objection has been 
made which likewiſe holds out to us, if purſued in all 
its poſſible Caſes, ſome very dreadful Coniequences 
and that is, the Abuſes which may be made by Juriſ- 
dictions from which there is no Appeal, and for which 
Abuſes there is no Remedy. But this is unavoidable; 
and it is better to leave ſome Courts to the Obligation 
of their Oaths: We may ſafely, nay we muſt depend 
upon the Diſcretion of ſome Courts. A Man not long 


ego was ſentenced to ſtand in the Pillory by this Cours 
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of ee Fon for a Contempt. Some may think 
this very hard to be done without a Trial and without a 
Jury: hut it is neceſſary. Suppoſe the Courts ſhould 
abuſe their Juriſdiction: there can he no Remedy for 
this: It would be a public Grievance; and Redreſs muſt 

be ſought from the Legiſlature. The Laws can never 
be a Prohibition to the Houſes of Parliament; becauſe 
by Law there is nothing ſuperior to them. Suppole 
they too, as well as the Courts of Law, ſhould abuſe 
the Powers which the Conſtitution has given them; 
there is no Redreſs, it would be a public Grievance: 
the Conſtitution has provided Checks to prevent its hap- 
ning; It muſt be left at large; it was wiſe to leave it 

t large; ſome Perſons, ſome Courts muſt be truſted 
with diſcretionary Powers; and though it is poſſible it 
is in the higheſt degree improbable that ſuch Abules 
| ſhould ever happen, and the very Suppoſal is anſwered 

y Hawkins in the Place cited at the Bar. As for the 
Caſe mentioned of the Chancery committing for Crimes, 
that is a different thing; becauſe the Chancery has no 
criminal Juriſdiction, but if it commits for Contempts, 
the Perſons will not be diſcharged by any other Court. 
Many Authorities and Arguments may be drawn from 
the Reign of Charles; but they admit of a very ſhort. 
Anſwer, they were Times of Conteſt —At pre- 
lent, when the Houſe of Commons commits for 
Contempt, it is very unneceſſary to ſtate what is the 
particular Breach of Privilege : It would be a ſufficient 
Return to ſtate Breach of Privilege generally. This 
Doctrine is fortifed by the Opinion of all the Judges. 
See Shafiſbury's Caſe ; and I never heard tnis Deciſion 
complained of till 1704, though they were Times of 
Heat, the Judges could have no Motive in their Deciſion 
qu a Regard to the Laws: The Houſes diſputed about 

uriſdiction, but the Judges were not concerned in tha 
Diſpute. As for the preſent Caſe, I am perfectly ſatiſ- 
fed, that if Lord Holt himſelf were to determine it, the 
ord Mayor would be remanded. In the Cafe of Mr. 
Murray, the Judges could not heſitate concerning the 
Atrociouſnefs of a Man who refuſed to receive his Sen- 
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rence in 2 proper Poſture : All the Judges agreed that 
he muſt be remanded, becauſe he was committed by a. 


Court having competent Juriſdiction ; Courts of Juſ- 
tice have not Cognizance of the Acts of the Houſes of 


Parliament, becauſe they belong ad aliud examen. I 
have the moſt perfect Satisfaction in my own Mind in 


this Determination. Sir Martin Wright, who felt a ge- 
nerous and diſtinguiſhed Warmth for the Liberty of the 
People; Mr. Juſtice Denniſon, who was ſo free from 
Connexions and Ambition of every Kind; and Mr. 
Juſtice Foſter, who may be truly called the Magna 


| Charta of Liberty, Liberty of Perſons as well as For- 


tunes; all theſe revered Judges concurred in this Point. 


Jam therefore clearly, and with full Satisfaction of 


Opinion, that the Lord Mayor muſt be remanded. | 
Mr. Juſtice Gould. Much Streſs has been laid upon 
an Objection, that the Warrant of the Speaker is not 

- conformable to the Order of the Houſe ; and yet no 


be taken into the Cuſtody or the Serjeant or Deputy; 
it does not ſay By the Serjeant or his Deputy. This 
Court cannot know the Nature of the Power and Pro- 
ceedings of the Houſe of Commons: it is founded on 
a different Law : the Lex et conſuetudo Parliamenti is 
known to Parliament Men only—Trewynyard, Dyer 
59, 60—When Matters of Privilege come incidentally 
before the Court, it is obliged to determine them to 


prevent a Failure of Juſtice. It is true this Court did, 


in the Inſtance alluded to by the Counſel at the Bar, de- 
termine upon the Privilege of Parliament in the Caſe 
of a Libel; but then that Privilege was promul 

and known; it exiſted in Records, and in Law Books 
and was allowed by Parliament itſelf; but even in this 
Caſe we now know that we were miſtaken; for the 


 Hoyſe of Commons have determined that Privilege 


does not extend to Matters of Libel. The Caſes pro- 
duced reſpecting the High Commiſſion Court, &c. are 
not to the preſent Purpoſe ; ,becauſe thoſe Courts had 
not a legal Authority, The Reſolution of rhe Houſe 


ſuch Thing appears upon the Return, as has been : 
pretended : the Order ſays, That the Lord Mayor ſhall 
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ff Commons is an Adjudication ; and every Court mult 
judge of its own Contempts. 3 I 

Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone. The preſent Caſe is of great 
Importance, becauſe the Liberty of the Subject is ma- 
terially concerned. Here is a Member of the Houſe 
of Commons committed in execution by his own Houſe: 

that Houſe is ſupreme in its own Privileges, and over its 
own Members. All Courts, by which I mean to in- 


clude the two Houſes of Parliament and the Courts of 


Weſtminſter-Hall, can have no Controul in Matters of 
Contempt. The fole Adjudication of Contempts and 
the Puniſhment of them in any Manner belongs exclu- 


ſively, and without any interfering, to each Court. In- 


finite Confuſion and Diſorder would follow if Courts 
could, by Writ of Habeas Corpus, examine and deter- 
mine the Contempts of others. It is a Confidence 
which may, with perfect Safety and Security, be repo- 
ſed in the Judges and the Houſes. The Legiſlature 


fince the Revolution (ſee 9, 10 William, Cap. 15.) 


have created many new Contempts. The Objecti- 
ons which are brought of abuſive Conſequences, 
= too much, becauſe they are applicable to all 

ourts of Dernier Reſort : Et ab abuſu ad uſum non valet 
conſequentia, is a Maxim of Law as well as of Logic. 


General Convenience mult always outweigh partial In- 
convenience; even ſuppoſing, which in my Conſcience 


Jam far from ſuppoſing, that in the preſent Caſe the 

Houſe has abuſed its Power. I know and am ſure that 
the Houſe of Commons are both able and well inclined 
to do Juſtice. How prepoſterous is the preſent Murmur 


and Complaint; the Houſe of Commons have this 
Power only in common with all the Courts of Weſt- 


minſter-hall : And if any Perſons may ſafely be truſted 
with this Power, they muſt ſurely be the Commons, who 

are choſen by the People; for their Privileges and 
Powers, are the Privileges and Powers of the People. 


There is great Fallacy in my Brother Glynn's whole 


Argument, when he makes the Queſtion to be, whether 

the Houſe have acted according to their Rights or not? 

Can any good Man think of involving the Judges in 
8 8 | | a Con- 
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a Conteſt with either Houſe of Parliament, or with one< 
another ? and yet this Manner of putting the Queſtion 
- would produce ſuch a Conteſt. The Houſe of Com- 
mons is the only Judge of its own Proceedings : : Holt 


differed from the other Judges in this Point ; but we 


muſt be governed by the Eleven and not by the One: 


It is a Right inherent in all ſupreme Courts: The 
Houſe of Commons have always exerciſed it. Little 


nice Objections of particular Words and: Forms and 


Ceremonies of Execution, are not to be regarded in the 
Acts of the Houſe of Commons; it is our Duty to pre- 
ſume the Orders of that Houſe and their Execution 
according to Law. I therefore concur nn with 


my Lord Chief Juſtice. 


Mr. Juſt. Nares. 1 ſhall ever entertain a moſt anxious 


Concern for whatever regards the Liberty of the Sub- 
ject : I have not the Vanity to think I can add any thing 
to the Weig 
Juſtice a my Brothers : I have attended with the 
utmoſt Induſtry to every Caſe and Argument that has 
ever been produced on this Subject ; and moſt heartily 
and readily concur with my Lord Chief Juſtice. 


During the Time the Lord Mayor was at Weſt- 


minſter-hall, a Committee of the Inhabitants of Port- 
ſoken Ward, without their Deputy, and without their 
| Beadle, went to his Lordſhip's Apartments in the Tower, 
with the following 4 which was preſented to 


him upon his Return: 
To the Right Hon. BRASS CROSB Y, Eiq; 
Lord Mayor of the City of London. 


WE being Inhabitants of Portſoken Ward, viewing 
| your preſevt Imprifonment as a Sacrifice for the 


Liberty of your Country, and the Defence of its Laws, 


beg Leave to wait on your Lordſhip with an Appro- 


bation of your Conduct, and as a Teſtimony that we 
hold with you, Sir, an utter Deteſtation of every At- 
tempt to obſtruct the due Courſe of the Laws, which 


—_— can more powerfully inſtance, than your preſent 
Conduct 


ht of the Arguments uſed by my Lord Chief 
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6152) 
Conduct in ſupport of the Conſtitution, and the Rights 
of your Fellow-ſ{ubjets. We hope, at the next General 


ection, the independent Counties, Cities, and Bo- 
roughs, will honour faithful Magiſtrates, and take ſome 
elfectual Method to eradicate that long exerciſed Plan 
of Corruption, ſo openly. avowed, and fo ſyſtematically | 
practiſed. by every Set of Miniſters; z Whoſe Conduct, if 
not checked, — ſoon fill the Meaſure of the People 8 
Reſentment, and oblige them, when they have no other 
Remedy left, to act as one Man, and do themſelves 
Juſtice, in a Way which ſhould be the laſt Reſort of a 
free People, the Weight of which muſt be dreadfully 
Felt, by the Enemies of their Country. 

rty is ſafe ; Trade and Commerce always flouriſh 

with Bee reedom, which we truſt will be nobly defended | in 


thi « Kingdom, to the lateſt Poſterity. 
The LORD MAYOR's Reyur, 


Gentlemen of the Ward of PonrsokEx. 


TH IS generous Approbation of my Conduct is 2 

ſufficient Reward to me in the faithful Diſcharge 
of that indiſpenſible Duty I owe to the Citizens of Lon- 
don as their Firſt Magiſtrate, and to the People in ge- 
neral as one of their Repreſentatives i in Parliament. In 
this Station I have conſtantly exerted my Endeavours 
to promote your Intereſt, by the Preſervation of your 
Rights and Liberties. And 1 am determined, on all 
— to diſcharge my Truſt with that impartial 
Integrity, which may beſt N to me 2 5 Frotęction 


and Support. 


The Committee . peoereded to Mr, Alderman 

Oliver, whom or 2. their Reſpect: to in theſe 

Words 

To RICHA RD o E R, Eſqz Abou and 
| Member for the City of London. 


JE. being Inhabitants of Po xs ok Ex Ward, ſtrong⸗ 


ly unprelſed with Gratitude for the. noble Stand 
you 
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you have made againſt an Abuſe of Power, and in De- 


fence of our moſt precious Conſtitutional Right of Tri- 
als by Juries ; holding, in utter Deteſtation, every At- 
tempt ro obſtruct the due Courſe of the Laws, can no 
longer delay to give you this Teſtimony of our Approba- 
tion: and we hope, we truſt, that the noble Declara- 
tion you made, never to accept of Place, Penſion, 
or Contract, being incompatible with a diſintereſted 
Seat in Parliament, will be followed before another 
General Election by all the Candidates for the Inde- 
pendent Counties, Cities, and Boroughs of this King- 
dom. We ſhall then know who are the Gentlemen that 

will undertake the Fatigue of ſerving in Parliament, 
with the glorious View only of ſerving their Country, 
and of preſerving this free State from the Effects of that 


Plan of Corruption ſo openly avowed in Parliament, and 


practiſed ſyſtematically by every Set of Miniſters. . Bur, 


however this pleaſing Expectation may prove, we ſhall 


continue to thank you, Sir, for your truly patriotic 
Endeavours; and ſhall truſt, that the Virtue of the 
People will always be ſufficient finally ro ſupport their 
Magiſtrates in the Execution of the Laws to the lateſt 
Poſterity. | 


Mr. OLIVE R's ANSWER. 


Gentlemen of the Ward of PoRTSoR Ex, 
O me there can be no greater Reward for my 


public Conduct than the Approbation of my 
Fellow Citizens, and of honeſt Men in general; when 


I became a Magiſtrate, I engaged with my Conſtituents 


to reſign that Power with which they inveſted me, wlien- 


ever they ſhould find me unworthy to continue it. 
On the Huſtings at Guildhall I made a voluntary 
Covenant with the Livery of London, againſt any Gra- 
tification of Avarice or Ambition; and I ſincerely wiſh 
the Electors of this Country in general, on a future 
Appeal to them, would bind others with me, under the 
X © | | ſame 
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1 
ſame ſolemn Engagements, as the aſs effectual Means 
of procuring a faithful Repreſentation of the People. 
Trial by Jury was ever deemed one of the chief Sup- 
orts of our happy Conſtitution, and ſtill remains ſo, 


notwithitanding the Practice of ingenious Art to de- 


ſtroy it. This proves ſuch Virtue in 1 the People, as will, 
I truſt, hereafter reſtore an independent Repreſentation | 

in Parliament, and enable you to tranſmit to Poſterity the 
Bleſſings of that F reedom which you have inherited from 


your Anceſtors, 


About this Time the Burgeſſes of the independent 
Burgh and Town of Stafford, "by Richard Whitworth, 


Eſq; their Member, preſented the following Addreſſes: 


To the Right Worſhipful BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; 
Lord Mayor of the City of London, and W 
OLIVER, Eſq; alderman. : 


'E beg Leave to expreſs our deepeſt Concern for 

your F Impriſonment'i in the Tower, as alſo to la- 
ment that at any Time a Conteſt ſhould happen between 
the People and their Repreſentatives; the former ſup- 


porting the Laws of the Land, the latter the Extent of 
their Privilege. | ; 


We beh. Ic with the utmoſt 3 and Dread, the 
fatal Conſcquence that mult attend ſuch Diſpute. The 
People, ever jcaluus of their Laws, are not willing to ſee 


the dangerous Excrciſe of an unlimited uncontroulable 


Juriſdiction, which the Houie of Commons claim as 
their Privilege, ſubject to the Enquiry and Deciſions of 


no Court whatever; and where chey aſſume to themſelves _ 
the ſole Power of Judge, Jury, and Accuſer; and 


where no Evidence is admitted to exculpate the Cri- 
minal, in a Trial where their Privilege is ſuppoſed to 
be invaded, though he reſts his Defence upon the Laws 
of their Country. 

We fee with Horror and Indignation any Power 
whatever formed on ſuch a Baſis; bur much more are 


our Minds agitated, when we ſce that Power claimed by _ 


0 | | > © mw 
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thoſe very People, from whom, as the Fountain of Free- 
dom, we ſhould have expected a due Obedience and 


Appeal for Redreſs to the Statures which they have 
made, and the Laws of their Country. 

But though we lament the Occaſion, we cannot help 
at the ſame congratulating your Lordſhip and the 


worthy Alderman, for having taken fo nokic a Part in 


boldly ſtanding forth as the avowed Supporters of the 


Laws of the Land, and the Liberties of the People, 


and defying the Threats of Power. 

We join your Lordſhip and the worthy Alderman, 
in Opinion; and whatever Aſſiſtance a free P-ople can 
give ſo good a Cauſe, you may aſſure your! ves ſhall 
not be wanting on our Parts; and we pray, that God 
will enable you to perſevere in the Protection of our 
juſt and lawtul Rights; and there is no doubt that you 
will meet with the firm Support (as we find you now do 
with the general Approbation) ot all thoſe who wiſh well 
to the Conſtitution. And that your Lives may be pro- 


longed, as happy Inſtruments through which our Laws, 


Rights, and Libertics are to be preſerved uninvaded, 
is the hearty and ſincere Wiſh of Thouſands, as well 
as thoſe who ſigned this Addreſs. 


In Conſequence of receiving the above, the Lord- 
Mayor and Mr. Oliver, a few Days after, joiptly con- 
veyed the following Letter of Thanks to Richard Whit— 
worth, Eſq; to be by him tranſmitted to the Gentlemen 

Burgeſſes of the Corporation of Stafford; 


To the Gentlemen BURGESSES of the ages 
Borough and unn Town of. STAFFORD. 


GENTLEMEN, 


AS Men warmly attached to that excellent Conſti- 
tution, which the Virtue of our Anceſtors hath 


eſtabliſhed, for the effectual Preſervation of a free Peo- 


ple; and as Magiſtrates bound by ſacred Obligations to 
be obedient to the Laws, we ſenſibly feel your Appro- 


bation of our Conduct on a recent Occaſion, by the 
4 2 honourable 
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honourable Addreſs of the free Burgeſſes of the Inde- 


pendent Borough and County Town of Stafford; the 


Favour is enhanced, by receiving it from Mr. Whitworth, 
one of your Repreſentatives in Parliament, who has, in 
every Inſtance within our Knowledge, appeared truly 
faithful to the Public Intereſt. | | | 
We lament that the Houſe of Commons ſhould, in 
the Impriſonment of our Perſons, ſuperſede thoſe Laws, 
which the Conſtitution, and the three Eſtates of Par- 
liament have, by repeated Confirmations of the Great 
Charter, warranted for the Preſervation of good Go- 
vernment.. „ | 5 
Me ſce with Concern, that if the Power of the Houſe, 
as exerted againſt us, ſhould be eſtabliſhed, as unlimit- 


ted as it is now avowed, more Danger will ariſe from 
its extenſive Influence, than from the uncontrouled Pre- 
rogative of any King. Since the Courts of Law will 
not reſtrain an illegal Privilege, if aſſumed, although it 


as equally affects the other Branches of the Legiſlature, 
their Rights, as well as thoſe of the People. 


We will perſevere in the honeſt Execution of our Duty 


(whatever Puniſhment may be inflicted upon us) whilit 
we are employed as Magittrates of this great City, or 
as Repreſentatives in Parliament : Nor thall theſe dit- 


terent Truſts, commi1'ted to us, be ever exerciſed but 


in the Redreſs ot real Grievances, and in the Support 
of legal Government; not doubting of the Aſſiſtance of 
the irce and loyal People of this Country. 
We have the Honour to remain, 
GENTLEMEN, 
With the greatcit Reſpect, 
Your moſt faithful and 

| _ Dcvoted humble Servants, 
From the Tower, -: BRASS CROSBY, 


Asi 29, 1771. KICH.ARD OLIVER. 


April 23, the Common. Council, Inqueſt, Jury, and 


Inhabitants oi the Ward of Cripplegate Without, in a 


1 / 
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long Train of Coaches, preceded by their Beadle with 


his Mace, waited on, and preſented co the Lord Mayor, 
the following Addreis : 


To the Right Hon. BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; | 


LORD MAYOR of the . of Loxpox. 


My Lo Rp, 


WE. the Common Council, Inqueſt, jury, and In- 

habitants of the Ward of Cripplegate Withour, 
think it our Duty as Citizens of London, to take this 
Opportunity of paying our Reſpects to your Lordſhip, 


and of returning you our warmeſt Thanks, for your 


late firm and ſpirited Conduct, as Chicf Magiſtrate of 


this City. As the Confinement which you at preſent. 


ſuſtain, is the Conſequence merely of your noble Ardour 
in Detence of our Rights and Franchiſes, and the con- 
ſcientious Dilcharge of the Duties of your important 


Office, we ſhould be loſt to every Senſe of Honour 


and of Virtue, were we not ready to afford to your 
Lordſhip all the Support in our Power, and did we not 


retain the molt grateful Senſe of the uncommon Meris 


of your public Conduct. 
We are, my Lord, in no reſp ect deſirous of leſſen- 
ing the Conſtitutional Powers of « Houſe of Commons, 


while their Conduct will ſuffer us to conſider them as in 


| any Degree our real Repreſentatives. But when we be. 


hold a Majority of the Deputies of the People, loſing 
all Sight of the national Intereſt, ready to obey every 


| Mandate of every M.niſter, and exerting themſelves 


only in Injuring and Oppreſſing thoſe whom they are 


bound by the moſt ſacred Ties to protect, it then be- 
comes indiſpenſably neceſſiry, that we ſhould oppoſe 
to the utmolt the Encroachments of Deſpotiſm, under 
whatever Form it may appear. And we think it, my 
Lord, ar this important Criſis, a rational Subject of 
Joy to the Friends of Freedom, that your Lordſhip as 


frit Magiitrate of the Firſt City in the Kingdom, has 


extubited a Degree of integrity and Courage, that re- 


= 
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flects a Luſtre even on that high Office with which your 


Lordſhip is inveſted. 
To this his Lordſhip replied : 


Gentlemen of the Ward of CaieeLEGaTE WirHour, 


Ts Teſtimony of your honeſt Applauſe, affords 


me the greateſt Satisfaction, and makes me review 


my Conduct — additional Pleaſure. From the firſt 


Moment I entered in the Service of my Fellow. citizens, 
J have carefully endeavoured to follow the great Rule 


of Integrity, as the fundamentel Principle of all my 


Actions ; nor had Iever any other Recompence in view 
than the Honour and Safety of your great City, which 
I have, at all Times, to the belt of my Abilities, la- 


boured to maintain. 


This honourable Atteſtation of your Reliance on 
my virtuous Endeavours, will encourage me to pro- 


ceed: And I am happy to aſſure you, Gentlemen, that 
my public Conduct ſhall be invariably directed towards 
the Protection of your Rights, and the Liberties of the 
People of England. 

Were i it poſſible for me to forget theſe Duties of my 
Truſt, I ſhould be unworthy of thoſe Honours the Ci— 


tizens of London have heaped upon me; and ill deſerve 
the Title of your Chief — or of a e 4 


1n Parliament. 


On the next Day, the following Addreſs, which \ paſſed 


unanimouſly, was preſented to the Lord Mayor by 


Watkin Lewes, Eſq; who was deputed by the Sheriff 
and Grand Jury of Pembroke to wait on his ROPE 


with the ſame: 
To the Right Hon. BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; 


Lord Mayor of the City of London, RICHARD | 


OLIVER, Eſq; and JOHN WILKES, Eſq; 
Aldermen of the City of London. 


My Loa PD and GENTLEMEN, 


WI the Sheriff and Grand Jury of the County of 


Pembroke, at the Aſſizes held the gth of April 


. 


* 
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1771, beg Leave to expreſs our Concern for your 


Lordſhip's and Mr. Alderman Oliver's Situation. 


We are the more concerned, that by ſuch an inju- 


dicious and unconſtitutional Reſolution, not only your 
Liberties are taken away, but ours alſo are attacked 


and we beg Leave to aſſure you that we will not fail 


to inſtruct our Repreſentative to uſe his Endeavours to 
procure your Enlargement with all the Honour you are 
entitled to, | 7 
We, in the mean time, beg your Acceptance of our 
Thanks, as a Teſtimony of our Approbation and higheſt 
Eſteem for your upright Behaviour as Magiſtrates, and 
your firm, manly, and intrepid Conduct in ſupport of 
the Rights and Privileges of the Subject. 


T. Lloyd, Sheriff Watkin Lewes 
Wrm. Ford, Foreman Thomas Lloyd 
John OWwVWn James Bowen 
Thomas Skyrme John Harnes 
George Vaughan George Roch 
Francis Skyrme Ilohn Toker 
John Smith Nicholas Roch 
James James John Poyer 
Cœſar Mathias, Sen. W. W. Bowen 
John Jones | Evan Griffith 
Cæſar Mathias Barret B. Jordan 
Evan Williams George Harries 
Vaughan Thomass William Philipps 
Thomas Lewis | Thomas Williams 
Roger Davids Ci. Williams, Efars, 
Thomas Colby, | . 


To this Addreſs the Lord Mayor, Mr. Wilkes, and 
Mr. Oliver returned the following Anſwers a few Days 
after : | ; . ä 
To T. LLOYD, Eſq; High Sheriff of the County 

| 9 ft PEM BRORE. „ 

SIR, . 5 5 | 

ENSIBLE of the Obligations under which I am 

bound, to an impartial Adherence to the eſtabliſhed 
Laws of this Country, as Chief Magiſtrate of the City 


of 


From the Torder, Devoted humble Servant, 


. f 2360 ) | 
of London, I cannot but feel myſelf peculiarly happy, 
in receiving the polite and honourable Tribute of Ap. 
plauſe, expreſſed in the Addreſs of the Sheriff and Gen- 
tlemen of the Grand Jury of the County of Pembroke; 
whoſe honeſt Approbation I ſhall ever conſider as an 
effectual Incitement to purſue, on all Occaſions, that 
upright Conduct which appears to have merited their 
Regard. . 5 

J reflect with the deepeſt Concern, upon the recent 
Imury committed againſt the Community, by the ar- 
bitrary Proceedings of the Houſe of Commons, who, 
by the pernicious Doctrine of inherent and unlimited 
Privilege, have openly invaded the legal Government of 
this Country: Since it is an indiſputable Maxim, that 
to extend the Right of Command, or the Duty of Obe. 
dience, beyond the Laws, is nothing leſs than a manifeſt 
and declared Treachery againſt the Conſtitution. 

But whatever are the fatal Deſigns of ſelf- intereſting 
Men, in promoting the general Diſcontent of the People, 
my ſole Ambition ſhall be to perſevere in the full Pre. 
ſervation of their Right and Liberties; and whilſt I 
have the Honour to ſerve my Fellow, citizens] and 
Countrymen, either as a Magiſtrate or Repreſentative in 
Parliament, I ſhall conſcientiouſly endeavour to fulfil 
my Truſt, agreeable to thoſe Laws, which are the 
Nerves and Safety of the Conſtitution of England. 

I have the Honour to remain, with the greateſt Gra- 
titude and Reſpect, | 
OIR, Ho 
Your moſt faithful and 


April 29, 1771. BRASS CROSBY. 


To THOMAS LLOYD, Eſg; &c. 


GanTLEMEN,— - 1 5 
HE Teſtimony of your Approbation gives me 
= the higheſt Satistaction, becauſe it increaſes my 
Hopes, that the united Wiſhes of the People will at 
| | | 1 4 


. 1 1 16 1 ) | 
Maſt prevail againſt an Uſurpation of Power that . 
to be unlimited, which is confined to no Perſon, no 
Place, no Time, no Cauſe; and which, by the Argu- 
ments uſed to ſupport it, allows of no Examination, 
even into the Manner of the Conſtitution. 
You have truly ſaul, that the Atrack is made on your 
Liberties, when the Magiſtrates of London are impri- 
ſoned on juch an Account; for the moit diſtant Part of 
the Brittth Dominions are as inſecure from this Power as 
e neareſt. 


It is a Power which pretends by Law, totally un- 


known, to wreſt from the Subject the cleareſt and moſt 
important Right of perſonal Liberty, which he enjoys 
by the known Laws of the Land. 

I return you my Thanke, Gentlemen, for the Sup- 
port you are deſirous to give to our Laws, and am, 
with great Reſpcct, 


Your obedient, and 


Toter of London, Moſt humble Servant, 
. 27. 1771. RICH ARD OLIVER. 


7 


Mr. W EEK ES? s AxswER. 
 Drinces-Court, Iss ſt; gien April 29, 1771. 


GeNTLEMEN, 


Had the Honour of receiving from Watkin Lewes, 
Etq; the moſt obliging Keſolution of the High 

Bheriff and Grand Jury of the County of PeMbroKE, 
in Approbation of my Conduct. 
"The nobleſſ Tribute I can receive is the Sar on of 
L Applzuſe fo freely and generoully given by my Feb 
low Subjects, and eſpecially thoſe in whom the Love of 
Liberty has always been the prevailing Paſſion. 
I glory, Gentlemen, in the warm Senſe of Freedom, 


o 


which I find fo generally diffuſed, and I hope to lee the 


| happy Ffſects in ihe utter Extinction of all flaviſn Prin- 


ciples and arbitrary Acts, in a Country where Liberty 


is the Birthright ot the Subject, 
L. - The 
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| | „ 
The preſent honourable Diſtinction you have ſnewn 
me, is the nobleſt Spur to future Actions, deſerving of 
ſuch a Teſtimony; and the reſt of Life will beſt evi- 
dence to yay the Value I put on your ApproPation, 
| I am, Gentlemen, 55 
With Reſpect and Gratitude, 
Your moſt affectionate, and 
Obedient humble Servant. 
JOHN WILKES 


On the 25th of April the Inqueſt and the Inhabitants 13 
af the Ward of Lime-Street, attended the Lord Mayor 
with their Addreſs; which was in theſe Words 


To the Right Honourable BRASS CROSBY, E 
Lord Mayor of the City of London. 


My Los, > 

H E Inqueſt and Inhabitants of the Ward of 
| Lime-STREET, truly ſenſible of your Lordſhip's 
earneſt Endeavours to ſupport and maintain the Laws of 
this Kingdom, and the Rights of the Citizens of Lon- 
don, beg Leave to teſtify our Approbation of your 
CANOE Conduct in this alarming Situation of Af- 

Ars. . 5 | 
A due Limitatian of Power, by juſt and equitable 
Laws, 1s ſurely the beſt Foundation of Happineſs for all 
Nations; and the Engliſh Nation, in particular, hath 
ever eſtremed this Point effential. „ 
Me are taught to believe, even by a poſitive Law 
f1:ith Ch. II. ch. 1.) * That there is no Legiſlature in 
„ either or both Houſes of Parliament, without the 
« King;” and therefore we cannot conceive, that a 
Command, or mere Reſolution, of any ene of theſe 
Branches, ſhould oblige us to diſpenſe with reaſonable 
end beneficial Laws, confirmed by all the Three ; when 
even their united Autherity cannot enact any Thing con- 
trary to the Principles of Law and Reaſon. | 1 
| Q 


= E | 
No Law, for Inſtance, can be made to diſpenſe with 
Perjury or Theft, or to confirm a * Treſpaſs or un- 
“ Jawtul Entry upon a Man's Houſe or Land, or to 
% make a Man judge in his own Caſe,” or indeed to 
eſtabliſh any other mala per /e, which are prohibited by 
the Common Law. = , 
We allo beg Leave to obſerve, That the Obligations 
of Magiſtrates to render ftri Juſtice according to their 
Oaths of Office, is ſo deeply founded in the Laws of 
Religion and Reaſon, that to diſpenſe therewith would 
be as much as a Malum in ſe, as any thing that we have 
mentioned; and conſequently a Command or Injunction 
for that Purpoſe, even thougli it was inforced by the 
ſupreme Authority of the whole Legiſlature, would (as 
in any of the other Caſes) be zull and void in itſelf; 
* For a Law, which a Man cannot obey, or act ac- 
* cording to it, is void and no Law, and it is im- 
* poſſible to obey Contradictions, or act according to 
« them.” (Vaughan's Rep. 33.) | 
It is with great Concern we ſee your Lordſhip refuſed 
in ſolemn Judgment the Benefit of the Habeas Corpus 
Act, the Right of every Engliſhman, under Pretence that 
one Court of Judicature cannot interfere with the Pri- 
vileges of another Court, in Caſes of Contempt. 
Contempts, my Lord, were formerly confined to 
Offences committed within the Courts; and vain will 
be our Boaſt of Liberty, if Contempts of Court be 
ſuffered to extend bey ond thoſe Limits. 1 
There is nothing, however, which we ſhall be able to 


ſay concerning Law, that your Lordſhip is not aleady 


ſufficiently acquainted with ; but we ſhall, nevertheleſs, 


beg Leave to obſerve, * That the Law of the Land is 
« the higheſt Inheritance that the King hath; for by it, 
« himſelf, and all his Subject, are ruled.” (19 Hen. VI. 
Cap. 63) and if there was no Law, there would be 
no King nor Inheritance. | 2 
Exery Infringement therefore of Law, eſpecially when 
extended to the unlawful Impriſonment, not merely of 
his Majeſty's Subjects, but even of his Majeſty's legal 
„ 1 - 7 R_ 
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Miniſters and Magiſtrates, is a manifeſt Injury, to our 
moſt gracious Sovereign, for whom we entertain the 
moſt unteigned Reſpect and Affection. „ 
We are thoroughly perſuaded alſo, that your Lordfhip 
is nd leſs ſincerely attached to his Majeſty's ſacred Per- 
ſon, Fa nily, and true Intereſt, than ourſelves ; but 
Loyalty includes many other Duties, beſides thoſe which 
are owing to the Sovereign, for the latter conſtitues only: 
a Part (though indeed an eſſential Part) of Loyalty 
whereas an exact and conſcientious Obſervation of the 
Laws, is abſolutely neceſſary to eſtabliſh a Character of 

rue Loyalty, even in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the Word. 

It is true Loyalty, therefore, that hath hitherto diſtin- 
guiſhed your Lordſhip's Conduct in your preſent high 
OXfice, and which, at this time, deſervedly demands our 
ſincereſt Acknowl:dgments. _ 


His Lordſhip, to theſe Gentlemen, returned the fol- 
lowing Anſwer: _ 1 3 
Gentlemen of the Ward of Lime STREET, , 
NDER Pretence of Privilege, I am confined a Pri- 
ſoner within theſe Walls; and apprehending my - 
ſelf illegally impriſoned, thought it proper to take ever 
legal Step to obtain my Enlargement, but have not hod 
that Juſtice done me which every Engliſhman: is intitled 
to, elpecially one that had committed no Crime. As J 
have been ſo nobly ſupported by the repeated Applauſe 
of my Countrymen, I patiently ſubmit to the Reſtraint 
upon my Perlon, being perſuaded that my Country will, 
in the end, find good Conſequences from it, which will, 
to me, be a ſufficient Recompence. I mult deſire you 
will accept my warmeit Thanks for your kind Appro- 
bation of my Conduct, and ſhall continue vigorouſly to 
purlue that inveriable Rule I have ever laid down, of 
: jupporting the Rights and Liberties of the City of Lon- 
don, being well aſſured, that whilſt I. act upon that 
noble Principe, 1 ſhall always have your Countenance 
and Support. . Ls 


They 


Gs.) 


They 4 35 to Mr. Alcan hd 
whom they paid their Reſpects in theſe Words: 


* * 
** 


_” 


To RICHRD OLIVER, Eſq; Alderman of 
the Ward of BILLINGSGATE. 


E. the Inqueſt and Inhabitants of the Ward * 
Lime: ſtreet, truly ſenſible of our Obligations to 
every Defender of our moſt excellent Conſtitution; and 
deſirous of ſhewing our Approbation of your Conduct 
aàs a Magiſtrate of this City, do now preſent our grateful 
Thanks for your ſteady Adherence to the eſtabliſhed 
Laws, on which alone the Safety of our molt gracious 
Sovereign, as well as the Rights and Liberties of his 
Subjects, entirely depend. | | 
WMe cannot, worthy Sir, at this time, omit expreſſing 
our Admiration of the Example ſet by you, when re- 
turned Member of Parliament for the City of London, 
in © Pledging yourſelf not to accept, directly or in- 
direckly, either Place, Penſion, Contract, Emolument, 
or Gratification of any Kind whatever, from the 
_« Crown or its Miniſters.” A Declaration of conti- 
nuing independent, is worthy the Repreſentative of the 
firſt City in the World, which cannot ſubmit to be go- 
verned by any Power inconſiſtent with Law, 
When we conſider the Relation you bear to us, as 
one of our Repreſentatives in Parliament; and when 
we conſider how ſmall our Share of Repreſentation is, 
in Proportion to other Parts of this Kingdom, and that, 
by the unlawful Confinement of your Perſon, we are 
deprived of one fourth Part of our Repreſentation, we 
cannot but be deeply affected. Yet a Time we truſt 
will come, when the fachicus Promoters and Abettors of 
undue Influence, who have /icentioufly invaded our moſt 
excellent Conſtitution, ſhall meet with the Puniſhment 
due to the Betrayers of the King and Country. This 
national Juſtice muſt be brought about by ſuch a firm 
Attachment to the Laws, as your Example, worthy Sir, 
hath recommended to our Imitation; and your ſteady 


3 Perſe- 
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Perſeverance in the ſame unblemiſhed Conduct (which 
we cannot doubt of) will, therefore, at all Times, be 


approved aud ſupported by _- ever lojal Citizens af --- 


n. 
Mr. OLIVE Rs Axswzs: 
Gentlemen of the Ward of LIME-STREET. 
ENSIBLY affected by the Approbation of my Fel- 


low Citizens, I wiſh no other Gratification beſides 
that which preceded it; I mean my own Aſſurance of 


the Rectitude of that Meaſure for which I now ſuf 


fer Impriſonment. | 


Puniſhment to a Magiſtrate for the honeſt Diſcharge 


of his Duty, from whatever Power it proceeds, is a Dii- 


race to thoſe who inflict it, and Honourable to him who 
is marked by it, as I have repeatedly experienced from 


the Citizens of London. 


The Promiſe I made when honoured as one of your 


Repreſentatives in Parliament, I hold as a ſacred Cove- 
nant with my Conſtituents : I ſhould have been ungrate- 


ful, and I muſt think too, unfit for the Situation in 


which I was then placed, had I offered a ſmaller Return 
for ſuch unmerited Confidence as the Livery placed 


in me. | 


Could their Example influence future Electors, Cor- 


ruption could not avail, and Reprefentatives would be 
fairly reſtrifted, in moſt Places againſt the Allurements 
of private Intereſt, and might be bound to promote. the 
public Welfare. | | En 
Honeſt Services I promiſe ; and whatever Miſtakes I 
may be charged with, in my public Character, they 
ſhall not intentionally anſwer any private Ends ; but my 
Voice ſhall ever be given with a Deſign to promote the 
public Advantage. Fe i Ong 5 


About this Time the Common Council, &c. of the 


Ward of Walbrook paid their Reſpects to the Lord 
Mayor in the following Addreſs: | 25 


o 


i HY 
To the Right Hon. BRASS CROSBY, Eſq, 
Lord Mayor of the City of London, 


The Addreſs of the Common Council, Inqueſt, and 
others, Inhabitants of the Ward of WaLBROOK. 


May it pleaſe your Lox Dsnip | 
TO accept our moſt ſincere and hearty Thanks for 
| your noble, juſt, and ſteady Conduct, in ſupport 
of the Laws of this Kingdom, and the Franchiſes of this 
City, againſt the united Attacks of pretended Privileges 
and Prerogative. mm | 
We lament with the deepeſt Concern theſe unhappy 
Times, when the Prerogative of the Crown, and the 
' Privileges of the Commons, which were intended, by 
our prudent Anceſtors, as a Check upon each other, are 
now, by the crafty Machinations of the concealed Ruler 
of theſe Kingdoms, united for the Deſtruction of the 
People. - . | 
We view with the utmoſt Regret and Abhorrence 
thoſe infamous Perſecutions which attend your Lordſhip, 
becauſe you have dared to adminiſter Juſtice ſtrictly as 
a Magiſtrate, and conſcientiouſly to adhere to your 
Oath of Office as a Chriſtian. | „ 
WMe think it a Duty incumbent on us, in common 
with all the People of this Kingdom, publicly to ac- 
knowledge how much we owe to your Wiſdom and 
Firmneſs in protecting his Majeſty's Subjects againſt the 
Oppreſſion of an unjuſt, arbitrary, and vindictive Ad- 
miniſtration. | 
And we beg Leave, on our Parts, to aſſure you, both 
of our very high Eſteem and Reſpect for your Lord- 
ſhip's Perſon, and of every Support and Aſſiſtance, that 
Gratitude can inſpire, or the Bravery of a People, 
Determined to be FREE, can execute. ME 


His 
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7 His "LORDSHI P's Arswrx. 
Gentlemen of the Ward of WALBROOK,” 


© Yes m7 many repeated Approbations I receive of my 
late Corfduct as your Chief Magiſtrate, cannot 
fall to give ine the greateſt Pleaſure, and animate me to 
perſevere in that great Line of Conduct which my Zeal 
tor your Service hath ever prompted me to ſupport ; 
and you may relt aiſured, that I will never loſe Sight of 
any Opportunity that may preſent itſelf in the Defence 
of the Rights and Liberties of my F cllow e and 
the People of England. | 


The Common-Council, &c. of. the Ward of 38 
foon after followed the laudable Example of their Fel- 
low-Citizens, and paid a Viſit to the Lord Mayor and 
| Mr. Oliver, with the following Addreſſes: 


To the Riglit Hon. BRAS 8 CROSBY, Liq; 
Lord Mayor of the mad of London. | 


My Lozy, 
WE the Deputy,  Common-Counci and Inhabi. 


tants of the Ward of Langbourn, animated by 

your Lordſhip's undaunted and iniicxible Conduct, in 
Protecting the jult Rights and Liberties of this great 
City, by a ſtrict Adherence to your, Oath as Chief Na- 
giſtrate, beg leave to attend your Lordſhip with our 

grateful Acknowledgments for the ſame. | 

When we contemplate the ſacred Truſt repoſed in 
your Loadſhip, and at the ſame Time conſider the 
Laws which mark out the Line of your Duty, we can- 
not but expreſs our utmoſt Diſapprobation of any Act 
that may tend to the Subverſion of thoſe Laws. 

The Stability and Firmneſs of your Lordſhip's Con- 
duct leave us no room to doubt that you will Perſcvere 
in maintaining the Rights and Liberties of your Fellow- 
Citizens, which will raiſe in them an Emulation to pay 
thoſe Marks of Gratitude and Honour to which your 


3 Lordſhip is ſo fully entitled. * 


6690 


His LORD SHIP returned this ANswũW P: 
Gentlemen of the Ward of LAN OORR. 
PERMIL me to return you my fincereſt Thanks for 
this Honourable and Public Notice of my Conduct, 
and to aſſure you that I will always retain the moſt 
_ grateful Senſe of this Teſtimony of your Applauſe. 
The Intereſt of my Fellow Citizens, and the Proſperity 
of the People of England, have been leading Motives of 
my Conduct, ever ſince had the Honour of your Choice 
do the high Office I now hold. And be aſſured, Gen- 
_ tlemen; that the utmoſt Malice of the -inveterate Ene- 
mies of our excellent Conſtitution, ſhall not deter me 
from an honeſt and impartial Execution of my Duty, 
either as your Chief Magiſtrate, or as a z Repreſencative | 
9 Parliament. 


To RICHARD OLIVE R, Eſq; 4 
and one of the Repreſentatives in Parliameat for 


the City of LONDON. 
Six, 
Ta Time when the City of London bath received 
every Mark of Diſregard from one Branch of the 
Legilature through the ill Advice of a corrupt Miniſ- 
and when another Branch under the Pretence of 
7 r hath aſſumed a Right of Impriſonment of 
Magiſtrates for diſcharging their Duty, 
We the Deputy, Common-Council, and Inhabitants 
of the Ward of Langbourn, ſhould think ourſelves 
Inexcuſable if we neglected to join with our Fellow Citi- 
zens in returning you our ſincere Thanks for your ſteady 
and upright Conduct on this important Occaſion. _ 
Fired with Reſentment, when we look back on the 
| Injuries we have received, and alarmed at the melan- 
choly Proſpect before us; we ſhould be filled with De- 
ſpair, were we not convinced we have Magiſtrates till 
left, whoſe Integrity is not to be corrupted. 


entire 


We therefore take this — of expreſſing our 
©: 


bf, but by a faithful and honeſt Parliament. 


(17 © 
entire Satisfaction at your Conduct, and of aſſuring you 
of our utmoſt Support in purſuing the ſame patriotic 
Principles; as we are determined to oppoſe to the ut- 

moſt of our Power every Encroachment upon the Li- 
berties of our Fellow- Subjects, under whatever Form 
they may be attacked. N TL 


Mr. O L IV E R's ANSWER. 
Gentlemen of LAN OBOURN WarD. 


Cannot but lament, that the Citizens of London have 
hitherto petitioned without Effect for the Redreſs of 
thoſe Grievances, which for ſome Years have diſturbed 
the Tranquility of the Nation; but I lament more, that 
the Repreſentatives of the People ſhould exert a Power 
to puniſh Magiſtrates for their honeſt and conſcientious 
Diſcharge of their Duty agreeable to their Laws. 

My Impriſonment is not ſevere, but the Power that 
inflicts it is dreadful, becauſe it may add Torture to 
Confinement. „ 

Thus circumſtanced we ſhould be filled with De- 
ſpair, were there not ſome Hopes that on a future Ap- 
peal to the People, they will effectually bind their Can- 

| didates to a faithful Diſcharge of their Duty as Repre- 

ſentatives in Parliament, and as the Guardians of thoſe 
ſacred Laws, eſtabliſhed for the Preſervation of the 
common Rights of Men, and not dependant on any 
one Branch of the Legiſlature. | 
After the utmoſt Conſideration, it appears to me 


there can be no laſting Remedy for the Eyils complained | 


The Citizens of London I doubt not will unite with 

other Parts of the Kingdom in every Meaſure- for the 
Public Good, by their Election of faithful Repreſen- 

tatives. = OOO MY 

I thank you for this honourable Mark of your Ap- 

- probation, and will return it in the honeſt Execution of 

the Truſt repoſed in me. . 


On 


On the 26th of Aneil; oh Common Council . the 
Inhabitants of Farringdon Ward Without, went in a 
Proceſſion of 97 Coaches with their Addreſs to the Lord 
Ne! in the I ower, in the following Order: | 


12 Warders with Staffs and Livery Coats. 


2 Beadles of St. Andrew's J With their dif- 


2 Ditto St. Bride's . 
2 Ditto St. Sepulchre's ( rent uu. 
2 Ditto St. Dunſtan's ] Staves, &c. 


The City Marſhall. 
The Deputies in the firſt Carriage. 
The Common Council in their Gowns, two in 
FP . 
The reſt of the Committee in their Gowns, in Ditto: 
The reſt of the Inhabitants in Ditto. 
Conſtables, Ke. 


To the Right Honourable BRASS CROSBY, 2 = 
| - . hand W of the City of London. 


My Loan, 


HE Inhabitants of ws Ward of F. ARRINGDON 
WiIrnovr, though conſcious that your Lord- 

ſhip can receive no additional Honour from any Thing 
they can offer, in Commendation of the noble Stand 
you have made, againſt the unlimited and aſſumed Pri- 
vileges of the prelent Meeting at Weſtminſter, which 
have been exerted in the Confinement of your Lord- 
ſhip's Perſon, for not violating your Oath of Office as 
Chief Magiſtrate of this City, and thereby betray thoſe 
ſacred Rights of your Fellow Citizens committed to 
your Care. Let, nevertheleſs, they would be unpar- 
donably Remiſs, were they to withhold from your 
_ Lordſhip that Tribute of Gratitude which ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhed Fortitude and Perſeverance is ſo juſtly entitled 
to. Among the gr reat Number of Citizens who entire- 


SS. ly ap- 


| . 
ly approve of your Lordſhip's Conduct, through every 
4 — the late deſperate Attempt to ſwallow up the 


* 


led upon their Rights, and infamouſly expunged the 


Records of a judicial Proceeding) are the Inhabitants 


of the Ward of Farringdon Without, who return your 


Lordſhip rheir unfeigned Acknowledgments for the 


ſame; aſſuring your Lordſhip, that they are ready to 
ſacrifice their Lives and Fortunes in Defence of the 
known Laws of the Land, and thoſe Rights and Pri- 


vileges which have been handed down to them by their 
Anceſtors, and confirmed by ſeveral Royal Grants and 


The LORD MAYOR's Answer. 
Gentlemen of the Ward of Fax RN DO] WIrnovr, 


I Conſider this Tribute of your Approbation as an 


additional Motive to purſue the great Rules o 

ſtrict Integrity and imparcial Juſtice, which ſhoul 
ever d u the Chief Magiltrate of this great and 

opulent City. From the firſt Moment that I entered 


into the Service of my Fellow Citizens, my ſole Am- 
bition was to conciliate their Eſteem, by an upright 


Diſcharge of the Truſt with which they honoured me; 


and it is, doubtleſs, my greateſt Happineſs to receive 


ſuch public Teſtimonies of their Confidence and Ap- 


uſe. | . 0 
Phe frequent Inyaſions which have been made on the 


Bight and Liberties of this Country, by the artful | 


Deſigns of thoſe who purſue their private Intereſt alone, 
unattentively, to the public Good, demand the ſtrenu- 


ous Oppoſition of every honeſt Friend of Liberty and 


Law; and 1 think it my Duty to ſtand forth in De- 
fence of my Fellow Countrymen, againſt every At- 


fable of an aſſumed Power, or pretended Privilege, ta 


ſuhvert the glorioug Conſtitution of England. 


The Reſult of my faithful Endeavours is the Re- 
ſtraint of my Perſop within theſr Walls, which I ſball 


conlider 


ſtabliſhed Laws of this Country, in the horrible Gulph 
of undefined Privilege of Parliament (Which has af. 


4 373 ) 
1 only as the poor Revenge of Malice and Re- 
ſentment : And 1 d have been happy, for your 
Sakes, to have evaded the unjuſt Indignation of your 
Enemies, by every legal Method I could claim; but I 
have been told, that my Innocence is my ateſt Bar- 
rier to the Conftitutional Redreſs which I have ſought; 
and that the moſt arbitrary A& of a Houſe of Com- 
. mons cannot be reſtrained by the feeble Powers of the 
| Law. 5 

1 am, however, determined to perſevere with that 
Firmneſs and Intrepidity which is the beſt Support of 
an honeſt Man; and I am well perſuaded that you will 
chearfully unite in 2 Protection of a Chief Magiſtrate, 
who is reſolutely employed in preſerving the Franchiſes 
of this Capital, anc ts 3 of the People of 


England. 


They then waited on Mr. Oliver, whom a addreſſed 
as follows : | 


To RICHARD OLIVER, Eqs 


2 


"HE Inhabitants of * Ward of F „ With- 
4 out beg Leave to wait on you with their reſpectful 
Thanks for the noble Stand you have made in Defence 
of the Liberties and Franchiſes of the People in general, 
and of the chartered Rights of your F * in 
particular; and though, Sir, it has been attended with 
the Confinement of your Perſon, we have the greateſt 
Confidence it will have no Effect on your Intentions to 
continue the avowed Friend of the Liberties of this: 
Country, and the Supporters of the Rights of the People, 
as well againſt undetined. Privilege of Parliament, as 
the arbitrary Attacks of an $A Tyranny, and which 
has been ſo lately exerciſed un the violent Eraſure of & 
Judicial Proceeding, 
Permit them to ie you, Sir, that on this, ah | 
every other Occafion, they will be ready to ſupport you, 
and every ofher Mgr, who ſhall have Virtue and 


Reſolation 


A 


e ed ot; 
Reſolution: to defend the eſtabliſhed Laws of the Land, 
and thoſe Rights and Privileges which have been con- 
Mane by many Royal Grants gd Fame, 


Mr. O IVE R's 8 Was LEES exrempore, : 
bes in theſe. Words: 5 


Gentlemen of . Wardof FARRINGDON Wirnovr, | 


Y Reſidence in this Place, though intended as a 
Puniſhment, becomes an honourable Mark of 
Didinction, when it procures me in addition to my own 
Approbation, that of my Fellow - citizens. 
I ſhall conſider it as a happy Circumſtance of my 
Life, if my Impriſonment ſhall contribute to the Ad- 


vancement of the Public Intereſt. I cannot conſiſtently on 


with my paſt Profeſſions have any ſelfiſh Views of Ad- 
vantage. Without the Proſpect of any Recampence, 1 
will ſerve my Fellow-citizensas far as I canwith Honour. 
The . Livery of your reſpectable Ward are intereſted 
in a great Proportion to unite with other Wards of this 
City in beſtowing the Honour of your Repreſentation 
m Parliament on ſuch as will covenant to prove faithful 
in the Truſt you repoſe ; becaule it is of the greateſt 
Importance that your Repreſentatives ſhould give Ex- 
amples worthy of general Imitation throughout * 
Kingdom. 

The Power of the Houſe of Commons, as lately ex- 
erted, is, in my Opinion, unjuſtfiable; becauſe being 

only one Part of the Legiſlature, it ſuperſedes the Laws 
of the Land, which are made to protect the common 
Rights of all Men. I am ſenſible of your preſent Marks 
of Attention to me, and truſt that I ſhall not, by any 
future Action, forfeit your Confidence; tho' you will 
always beſtow it with Caution, from a Knowledge that 
no Man's Praiſe 1 is e ſecure until 1 it n engraven 

on his Tomb. 


* PR 


Crs). 


After this the Common Coun, &c. WES 8 — 

Be ſpects to Mr. Wilkes, who was at the Tower on a Viſit 

to his illuſtrious F * and addreſſed him in this 
Manner. 


To JOHN w 1 L KE 8. Eſa; Alderman of thi 
Ward of F ARRINGDON WIirnovr. 
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1 Inhabirants of your W a wait upon you reid 
their moſt reſpectful Thanks for the many noble 
Stands you have made, 'and particularly for the laſt, in 
ſupport of the Rights, Franchiſes, and Liberties of your 
Fellow-citizens, againſt the undefined Privileges of 
Parliament; Privileges ſo unbounded in the Idea of 
miniſterial Hirelings, that even the common Rights and 
Liberties of the People of Ea may be annihilated 
. thereby. - i; 
As they have, Sir, the. higheſt Opinion of your Abi⸗ 
lities, ſo they are confident of your Intentions to con- 
tinue to exert chem on every Occaſion, fearleſs of Con- 
ſequences, in the Support of the Liberties of the People, 
and of the chartered Rights of the Citizens of London, 
the Deprivation of which they are realen not to 
ſurvive. = | + 
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To which Mr. WIL K E S returned the following 


ANSWER : 
GENTLEMEN, | 


A I hold myſelf accountable to you, my Conſti- 
tuents, for every Exertion of thoſe Powers with 
which you have intruſted me, I have a peculiar Plea- 
ſure in your Approbation of my Conduct. You ma 
be aſſured that I will continue to oppoſe all arbitrary and 
illegal Acts, every Encroachment on the Rights of the 
Subject, or the Privileges of the Citizens, . pro- 
ceeding from the pretended Authority of a ſingle Per- 
ſon, or of any Body of Men. Upon this Principle I 
withſtood the Ruffian Violence of Preſs Warrants, and 
| | llikewiſe 
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likewiſe the late Attacks on the Printers, in Defiarice of 
the Laws of the Realm, and the Charters of this City, 
in Purſuance only of the Orders of an Aſſembly, who, 
in various Inftances, have violated their Duty to the 
People, from whom they derive all their Authority, and 
who, under the Name of Privilege of Harliament, ſub- 
vert the Liberties of our Country. 

By your Favour, Gentlemen, I became a Magiſtrate 
of this great City. The Power and Influence derived 
from thence, fhall always be exerted for the Welfare of 
the Community, and the Preſervation of thoſe Rights 
and Liberties which diſtinguiſh us as Engliſhmen and 
Citizens. I will be firm and undaunted in the Com- 
mon Cauſe of our Country. The near Connection 1 
have the Happineſs of being in with you, gives me the 
pleaſing Hope of our always acting through Life the 
fame upright, ſteady, and conftitutional Part, which 
will endear us to the preſent Age. and trantmit our 


Names with Honour to Poſterity. 


The Inhabitants of Aldgate Ward ſoon after follow- 
ed the Example of their Inqueſt and Common Council, 
and addreſſed the two popular — in the follow- 


ing Termgt” 


To the Right hid BRASS CROSBY, Eſa; 
| Lord Mayor of the City of Landon. = 


May i it pleaſe your Lonpsmr, 
Weh the Inhabitants of Al DO ATE Ward, * Leave 
pproach your Lordſhip with our — . 
Thanks, "4g the noble. Stand your Lordſhip has made 
in Support of the Rights and Liberties of Engliſhmen 
in general, and of the particular Franchiſes of this great 
City. Although this Conduct of your Lordſhip has 
drawn on you the Reſentment of thoſe who ought to be 
the particular Guardians of the People's Rights ; yet 
we have the Satisfaction to ſee your Lordſhip in full 
Poſſeſſion of the Love and Eſteem of your Fetiow Citi- 
zens, who are daily preſſing, with honeſt Zeal, to mani- 


horrence 1 


0 your > _ the whole * the Ab- 


Fox) be. 
horrence they entertain of thofe Principles, by whic 
their Chief Magiſtrate is committed a Priſoner, for fol- 
lowing the Dictates of his Conſcience, obeying the 


Laus of this once happy Land, and endeavouring to 


preſerve inviolate the Chartered Rights and Liberties 
which he is ſworn to maintain. £4 

Permit us to aſſure your Lordſhip, that we will al- 
ways retain a grateful Remembrance of this firm and 


upright Conduct, in ſuch alarming Times—ſo highly 
worthy of your own Character, and ſo ſhining an Ex- 


ample to future Magiſtrates. 


Signed at the Denmark Tavern, this 29th Day of 
April, 1771. 


: The LORD MAYOR's Reery. 


Gentlemen of the Ward of ALDGATE. 


HE beſt Manner in which I can expreſs my grate⸗ 
| ful Senſe of your Approbation of my late Conduct, 


is to aſſure you that the ultimate Aims of every Action 


of my public Life, were the Honour and Proſperity of 
the Citizens of London, and the general Safety of the 
People of England. 


The preſent Situation of Affairs demands our moſt 
ſerious Attention, nor can we be too earneſtly employed 


in reſtoring the Tranquility of a brave and generous 


People, who by the repeated Inſults of oppreſſive and 


ill deſigning Men, have too much Reaſon to murraur 
and complain. 1 | 


| Give me leave, Gentlemen, to aſſure you that, as far 


as my Powers can extend, you ſhall find in me an ho- 
neſt and upright Servant of the Public: and, whilſt 1 
have the Happineſs to enjoy the Confidence of my Fel- 
low Citizens and Countrymen, I ſhall think it my indiſ- 


penſible Duty to convince them, how ſolicitous I am t 


mexit their Eſteem. rp 
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To Mr. Alderman 9) LIVE 3 


1k: | 
WE the Inhabitants of Aldgate Ward, amongſt the 
reſt of the grateful Citizens of this Metropolis, 
deſire to expreſs our united Approbation of your manly 
and upright Conduct, both as our Repreſentative in 
Parliament, and in your Magiſterial Capacity. A Con- 
duct that could have no other Motive, than the pureſt 
cal for public Liberty, and the moſt ardent Deſire of 
preierving to your F ellow Citizens, their chartered 
Rights, and Franchiſes.— Thus nobly actuated, nothing 
has been wanting on your Part, to fulfill our warm- 
, eſt Wiſhes. We beg leave to aſſure you, that we ſhall 
be moſt happy, when we have an Opportunity of ſhow- 
ing you, by our free and unbiaſſed Voices, that we with 
Gratitude remember your Porn Services £0 the 


Cauſe of Freedom. 5 I 


Tre at the 1 8 this 
25th Day of April 1771. 


To this Mr. OLIVER replied. 


Gentlemen of the Ward of ALDGATE, | 


Am ſenſible that I cannot receive a fairer Teſtimony 
of Approbation than that which is now beſtowed up- 
on me, and which has been repeated by others of my 
Fellow Citizens; no Gratification for the faithful Diſs 
charge ef my Duty can be more acceptable to me. I 
feel the Love of Independence, and have the With to 
preſerve it to others. Since honoured as a Magiltrate 
and a Repreſentative in Parliament, my eſſential Duty 
is to maintain thoſe Rights, to which we are entitled by 
the Laws and Conftitution. I do mot truly lament 
that the Hauſe of Commons, in a late Inſtance, has aſ- 
ſumed a Power ſuperior to thoſe Laws by which Magiſ- 
trates anu Engliſhmen can only be bound, the Danger 


af lufiering ſuch an — Power in that Houſe to 
ſuperſede 


(199) 


ſuperſede chem, would be equally or more alarming, 


than Submiſſion to the Tyranny of an unlimited Pre- 
rogative in one Perſon. - As Friends to Conſtitutional 


Freedom every partial U ſurpation of Power, in any 


fingle Branch of the Legiſlature muſt be oppoſed by us: 

But ſince by no Appeal to the Courts of Juſtice any 
Remedy is to be expected, I know the only effectual 
Means to redreſs our Grievances, and maintain our Con- 
ſtitution, muſt be an uncorrupted future Houſe of Com- 
mons; therefore, on the next General Election, I hope 
every honeſt Man thro' the Kingdom, will think it in- 
cumbent on him to exert his Influence, and vote only 
for thoſe who will bind themſelves, by ſacred Covenants, 
to the People, againſt the Temptations of Intereſt and 


Ambition. Should thoſe Stipulations which I have 


made on my Election be deemed inſufficient, I, on my 
part, will agree to ſuch as may be thought ſtronger, 
having no Wiſh to gratify either ; and much leſs the 
Thought of making the Pretence of public Service the 


Means to their End. The Citizens of London will ever 


be ready to offer the beſt Example to the Electors in 
general; who, if  unwiſe-as to neglect the next Op- 
portunity of fixing honeſt Repreſentatives in Parliament, 
will leave Poſterity without the Enjoyment, only to 


wonder at, and weep over the happy State of that Con- 
ſtitution which has been the Boaſt of Engin and 


their belt Inheritance, 


On Tusfien April 30, by Virtue of a Writ of Ha- 


beas Corpus, Mr. Oliver was carried by Major Collins 

before the Court of Exchequer, when the Writ was 
read, and the Cauſe of Detention returned was a Com- 

mitment by the Speaker of the Houſe of Com ON 
which Serjeant Glynn ſpoke as follows : 


THE Cauſe of Mr. Oliver's Confinement appear: 
to be a Commitment of the Speaker of the Houte o 
Commons, upon an Adjudication of that Houſe, the- 
Mr. Oliver has been guilty of a Breach of Privilezr : 
I am to contend, that this Cauſe does not contain ſui. 


cient Legality for his Detention. 


ant 1 
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Your Lordſhips exert in this Inſtance, of a Return 
to a Habeas Corpus, a Power ſuperior to any other in 
this Kingdom. It is not therefore requiſite, that this 
Court ſhould be compared to the Power committing, 
nor is it neceſſary that your Power ſhould be ſuperior. 
The high Commiſſion Court, the Star-chamber, and the 
Court vi Caancery, as well as the ſpecial Commitments 
of the King, were, by the Writ of Habeas Corpus, all 
ſubject to the Controul of any Court in Weſtminſter- 
hall. The Writ de Homine replegiando was thought not 
to reach to the ſpecial Commitments by the King's 
Command; but the Habeas Corpus is a Prerogative 
Writ, therefore of a tranſcendent Quality, and includes 
all Cauſes of Confinement whatſoever. To this Writ 
it is no Anſwer, that the Commitment was made by this 
or that Authority; and this Principle concluding all 
Courts of Juſtice, muſt conſequently extend to both 
the Houſes of Legiſlature ; becauſe they can in their 
ſeparate Capacity have no Power of committing but aa 
Courts of Juſtice. They have certainly in ſome Caſes 
a judicial Authority; they have Privileges alſo, and a 
Power of protecting them. But though the Houſe of 
Commons has great Power in paſſin® Laws, in forming 
the grand Inqueſt of the Nation, and in deciding upon 
Election Caules, it will become ſtill neceſſary for the 
Courts of Law to decide, that they do not tranſcend 
thoſe Powers. . 5 N 
It has been objected to your Exerciſe of that Power, 
that the Commons ate the ſole and abſolute Judges of 
their own Privileges, that in this Reſpect, no Courts can 
cont Hul them or decide what thoſe Privileges are. It 
is true, the Houſe is the competent and final Judicature, 
where their Privileges are allowed by Law, but it can- 
not make new Privileges, and muſt, in its Deciſtons, 
found itlelf in the Jex Parlimentaria; which is a Branch 
of the Law of the Land, and the Judges mult therefore 
take Notice of it. That the Houie oi Commons go by 
Rules unknown to the Laws or t; e Land, is impoſſible z 
that there are any Laws in thi: KingJom which contain 
a myſterious Rule of Deciſion; that a Subject may 5 
| 115 


0 181 ) 
bis Libeol, and- yet the Law of the Land not take 
Notice of it, all this is impoſſible. The Subject is bound 


to take Notice of the Law of Parliament; Shall nor 


therefore the Judges do ſo? Shall it be a Knowledge 
confined only to the narrow Limits of one Houſe, and 
yet the Subject bound to a conſcientious Obſervance art 
it, and liable to Penalties for tranſgreſſing ? Impoſſible! 

There cannot be any ſuch Power or ſuch a Law in this 
free Country. The Privilege, therefore, of the Com- 
mons muſt ſtand on firmer and better Ground. The 
Privilege is founded in Law, or does not exiſt. You will 
therefore, and often do take Notice of it. I might 
inſtance in the frequent Caſes of Privilege from civil 
Arreſt. The Writ of Privilege is formed on this 
Knowledge, by the Court from which i it proceeds. . In 


the Caſe of Mr. Pitt, reported in Strange, the Judges 


made no Scruple to declare, that they would take Notice 
of his being privileged*from Arreſts within forty Days 
after the Riſing, and before the Sitting of Parliament. 
They took a ſimilar Deciſion upon them in the Caſe of 


Mr. Wilkes. If therefore your Lordſhips will take 


Notice what their Privilege is, you muſt equally take 
Notice what it is not. You muſt as much take Notice 


where the Privilege claimed is contrary to the Law of 


the Land, as you u woald where it is contrary to an Ac 
of Parliament. You do ſo in Inſtances of Breaches of the 
Peace, Felony, or Treaſon. There you would make no 
Scruple to ſay, that Privilege does not extend; becauſe it 
would in ſuch Caſes be contrary to the Law of the Land. 
If your Lordſhips can ſo far take Notice of Privi- 
lege to remand, you can do ſo to diſcharge. In the Con- 
ference between the two Houſes, in the Caſe of Aſhby 

and White, 1t was allowed, that they derived their Pri: 


vileges from Law, and that they could aſſume no new 


one, Their Privilege muſt be immemorial, or derived 
from the Legiſlature. There have been many extrava- 
gant Reſolutions by the Houſe of Commons, in intem- 
1 5 Times, reſpecting their Powers and Privileges. 


hey have ſequeſtered, they have fined, and they have 


even proceeded againſt the Pe: ion of the King himſelt. 


If 
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If ſuch Actions are brought before the Judges, they 
muſt decide upon their Legality. The only Privileges 
they have are given by the Law, gy rotected by the 
Law, and reſtrained by the Law. new Powers are 
aſſumed by either Branch of the en what would 
the Judges ſay, when they are brought before them? 
They would ſay, the Houſe had only a legal, and there 
fore a limited Juriſdiction. 5 
As to the Privilege claimed by the Houſe itſelf, that Xp 
more properly falls under the Diſtinction of Juriſ- 
diction. This too muſt have its Bounds; as if they 
ſhould aſſume a criminal, a capital Juriſdiction, the 
Judges mult ſay they have no ſuch Power. If Murder 
was committed within the Houſe itſelf, the Court of - 
Law muſt take Notice of, and puniſh it ; though the 
Houſe ſhould ſay they muſt not. Numberleſs Inſtances 
may be put, where you would,be obliged to enquire, 
and to ſay, their Acts are illegal. It is therefore clear, 
there is ſome Limit to their Privilege and Juriſdiction; 
and that not an incomprehenſible one to the Judges. If 
Crimes were committed in the Houſe, which could not 
be puniſhed there, but muſt be puriihable elſewhere ; 
the Judges, where the Enquiry is made, would be obli- 
ged to declare how far the Juriſdiction of the Houſe 
goes. Your Lordſhips would be obliged to ny, and 
the Judges of the Land have ſaid, I hat the Reſolu- 
tion of the Long Parliament could not furniſh a legal 
Juſtihcation, where they had uſurped illegal Powers, 
new Privileges, and new Juriſdictions. The Regicides | 
made this Plea of Parliamentary Protection in vain; and 
the Judges, in deciding upon it, decided upon the Ju- 
riſdiction of the Houſe. If the Law condemns an un- 
limited Juriſdiction, it certainly gives a Remedy againſt | 
It; and that Remedy is hereby properly ſought by a 

Habeas Corpus. 
The Cate of Lord Shaftſbury was a Contempt wich- 
in the Walls, and in the Face of the Houſe. But the 
Determination thereupon was made when the Judges 
were dependent, and in Times unfavourable to Liber- 
. Lord — had then oy forth in eren 4 
thole 
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thoſe Rights of the Subject, which were afterwards 


eſtabliſhed by the Revolution. One of the Judges ſays, 


in the Report, That he can take no Notice of the 


Power of the Houle, as being too tranſcendent for his Ju- 
riſdiction; yet he had actually paſſed Sentence of Death 


on one of the Regicides, though he pleaded in his Juſti- 


fication the Orders of the Commons, which the Judge 
then decided to be illegal. 


[Here the Chief Baron interpoſed, and ſaid, That 
the Commitment of Lord Shaftſbury by no Means 
_ expreſſes, that the Contempt was committed in the 
Flouſe.] 

In the Caſe of the Queen and Pattie, which ſucceed- 


7 


ed, and grew out of that of Aſhby and White, Lord 


Chief Juſtice Holt declared expreſly, That the Houſe 
of Commons derived their Privileges from Law, and 
that the Courts of Law muſt take Notice of them: 
And ſo it was ſaid in the Debate in Aſhby and White, 
by Lord Cowper, Sir Joſeph Jekyll, and many others, 

who were all great Lovers of our Conſtitution, and had 
' - lived in Times when every Part of it was put to the 
Teſt. In the Caſe of Jay and Topham, the Privilege 
of the Houſe was pleaded by the Meſſenger, in Abate- 


ment of the Juriſdiction of the Court: This was diſal- 
lowed; but, at the ſame Time, the Judges declared, 


That if it was pleaded by way of Juſtihcation, they 
would take Notice of it. They muſt therefore have 
thought themſelves able to decide whether the Meſſen- 


er had a ſufficient Juſtification or not. It is impoſſible 


to allow that the Courts can decide one way, and not 


another. It cannot be called a legal Juſtification, if it is 


what the Courts of Law cannot decide to be ſo; Thoſe 
Inſtances, wherc the Authority of the Houſe has been 
vindicated by theſe Courts, are as many Proofs that 
they may alſo negative it. Lord Banbury's Caſe ap- 
plies ſo far, that the Houſe of Lords having a Right 


to decide upon the Seats of their own Members, yet the 
Courts of Law may ſtill enquire into a Title to a Peer- 


age, and differ in their D:cifion, It is totally immare- 
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(n,.) | 
rial in what Manner the Queſtion comes before you; 
when it is before you, you mult decide upon it; and, 
_ properly ſpeaking, it can never come here incidentally. 
This Court having a Power to enquire, if Mr. Cli- 
ver's true Caſe appeared upon the Return, I ſhould be 
obliged to lead your Lordſhips into a large Field, in 
order to prove that it could not be a Contempt. But 
ſuch as the Return is, yet the Law of the Land is not 
to be concluded by any ſort of general Commitment. 
Genergl Commitments have been held inſufficient in the 
High” Commiſſion Court, the Court of Chancery, 
and the ſpecial Command of the King. The ſame has 
been held as to Commitments by the Common Law 
Court. In Strange 63, we ſee, that the Queſtion came 
before the Common Pleas, where the King's Bench had 
eommitted oneof their Officers for not returning a Cer- 
tiorari. He brought his Habeas Corpus before the 
Common Pleas, and there was a general Return of a 
Contempt. The Matter was compromiſed, yet it was 
by no Means there held to be a clear Paint, that ſuch 
a general Return would be ſufficient. In all Caſes of a 
tummary Juriſdiction, in the Admiralty Courts, and al} . 
others, not proceeding by the Common Law, you will 
require a {pecial Return. So the Houſe of Commons 
being a Juriſdiction of a ſpecial and limited kind, it be- 

comes neccilary for your F Zrdlthips to determine, whe- 
ther they have kept within their proper Limits. They 


might otherwiſe arrogate to themſelves a greater . es 


diction than they are allowed by Law. 

On the preſent Return it appears, that Mr. Oliver, as 
a Member of the Houſe of Commons, has been guilty 
of a Breach of Privilege. If no more had been returned, 
ir would have been too general, But it js added, for 
having ſigned a Warrant for the Commitment of a 
Meſſenger upon 'having executed a Warrant of the 
Speaker. What this Warrant was, does not appear, 
or whether one or the other kept within their Juriſdic- 
tion. It is not ſaid that the Warrant of the Speaker 
was directed to the Meſſenger, The Meſſenger 1: not 


tac known and [worn Officer to execute Warrants of the 
_ Spea ker 
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Speaker; and the Officer who is, has no Power to give 


um Authority. The Houſe has lately negatived every 
Claim of Privilege, where Breach of the Peace 1s con- 
cerned ; it follows therefore, the MefI:nger could have 
no perſonal Privilege of his own. The Order of the 


Houſe is not ſet forth to confirm the Power of the 


Speaker. From what is ſtated then, (and. your Lord- 
ſhips cannot underitand more than what 1s ſtated) Mr. 


Oliver is here for committing an Officer, who had no 


Right to execute that Offices The Warrant of the 
Speaker is not ſer forth, nor that it could be executed 
in the City. From what appears therefore to your Lord- 
ſhips, it may be the Caſe of a Magiſtrate executing his 
Office, on a Complaint of a Breach of the Peace. The 
Magiſtrate was competent to decide, and obliged by his 
Oath to do ſo. It would have been criminal in him to 
have omitted doing what he did. Firit I contend, 


that the Return ſhould be more ſpecial, than it is; and 


where it is ſpecial it does not give a legal and ſufficient 
Ground. Where there is a Commitment of the Houſe 


of Commons, you mult, before you eſtabliſh it, con- 


elude that they have not exceeded their Juriſdiction. 


You muſt here moreover give Credit to the Speaker, 
that he has conformed to the Order of the Houſe, with- 


out that Order appearing. This Commitment is a War- 
rant; therefore all thoſe Principles relative to Warrants, 
apply to this. In all Caſes of Warrants, without Dif- 


tinction, it has never been diſputed, but that Warrants 


muſt have all poſſible Certainty in Form and Concluſion. 
But this is defective in all Reſpects; and in the Conduct 
of Mr. Oliver, inſtead of a Violation of Privilege, there 
appears only total Innocence within the Line of Duty. 

Serjeant Jephſon. The Books contain Caſes of three 
different Sorts of Returns to an Habeas Corpus. 

1. Where Return is made of an illegal Commitment, 
4 Inſt. 334, 12 Rep. $;. Buſhel's Cale in Vaughan 137. 
II. Where no Cauſe at all is returned. Salk. 338. 


2 Buſtr. 259. Dr. Alphonſo's Caſe, Cro, Car. 507. 
Barkham's Caſe, Lawſon's Caſe, where the Court held 


it inſufficient, notwichitanding. 1 Leon. 71. Palm. 558. 
Moor 809. 80 "T1 III. 
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III. Where the Cauſe returned is inſufficient, in Buſk- 
el's Caſe. So in Caſes of Contempts of Chancery ge- 
nerally. Rolls 218. Apſley's Cafe, in Moor 840. 
1 Rolls 245. Kendal and Row in Salk. In Lord 
Shaftſbury's Caſe, it was admitted that a Return of a 
Contempt, generally. by an inferior Court, is inluffict- 
ent; and indeed, if ſuch Returns were allowed, the 
Purpoſe of the Writ could not be anſwered ; which is, 
to enquire into the particular Cauſe of the Detention. 
Nor do I perceive the Difference here between a ſupe- 
rior and inferior Juriſdiction: Both are equally Judges 
of their own Contempts. The ſuperior Court may, 
indeed, correct the Errors of the inferior; but that 
mult be done in the formal Way, by Writ of Error, or 
Information. The Propriety of the Behaviour of the 
inferior Courts is not examinable, if the Return be ſut- 
ficient ; and if an inſufficient Cauſe of Commitment, by 
the King s Bench, be returned, this Court would take 
| Cognizance of it. There appears no Reaſon why infe- 
rior Courts ſhould be more bound to ſet forth the Cauſes 
of their Commitments than ſuperior. The Court will 
pay no greater Compliments to one Juriſdiction than 
another: indeed, if Favour ought to lean either Way, 
inferior, and leſs informed Juriſdictions ſhould ſcem 
to lay the beſt Claim to Indulgence ; but, in fact, 
there can be no Dificrence, all are equally obliged to 
keep within the Limits of their * Jur. 
dictions. 

*Tis no Argument to ſay, that becauſe one Court 
may determine one Way, and another, another, there- 
fore they ſhould not determine at all; for that would 
equally hold againſt co-ordinate. Courrs entertaining 
equal Juriſd: ftion in Civil Cauſes; ; and therefore would 
prove a great deal too much. You will determine whe- 
ther this Court is bound to remand or discharge, with. 
out enquiring what other Courts would do in the lame 
Situation. 

The principal Objection made to . Dodine, . f 
the great Power of the Houſe of Commons; and 'tis 


ſaid, chat this Court has no Authority to judge of theit 
b Priv. 


— 
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Privileges. N o one can pay oper Deference and Re- 


 Tpedt to that Houſe than myſelf ; but, my Lord, there 
is no Power in this Kingdom above the Laws and 


when the Privileges of that Houſe come before this 
Court, they muſt be inquired into, and judged of, by 


the Laws; and ſince the principal End of the Habeas 


Corpus is to fee if Courts have exceeded their Juriſ- 
diction, the Law, which gives the Subject that great 


Remedy, neceſſarily authorizes the Caurts who are 


to determine, upon the Return of that Writ, to make 


the proper Enquiry, and demand a ſatisfactory Anſwer. 


I do not deny the Privilege of Parliament; but I deny 
they are above the Cognizance of Courts of Law. Lord 
Banbury's Caſe, Wilkes's Cale, prove the contrary ; 
and many other Caſes ſhew, that the Rule laid down ir: 
tome of the Books, that the Judges of the Land are not 
Judges of the Privileges or Law of Parliament, are 


O 
much too vague and general. In the old Caſes, the 


Reverence paid to Parliament in this reſpect, ſeems to 


ariſe from the Reſpect paid to the Judges there. So 
both the Caſes mentioned by Coke, aroſe upon Refe- 
rences to the Judges in Parliament. In fact, the Law 


of Parliament is Part of the Law of the Land as well 


as the Common or Statute Law ; and who how can bet- 


ter judge of it than the Judges, who are the Interpre- 


ters of the whole Law of the Realm? Nor can it, with 
Propriety, be ſaid, that the Commitment is by one 
Law, and that the Diſcharge mult be by another; nor 
is the Court deſired to do any Thing more than take 
Cognizance of that ſame Law by which the Priſoner is 
committed ; a Law, which is fo far from being a Myſ- 


tery, that every Man in the Kingdom 1s obliged to take 


Notice of it, ſo as not to infringe the Privileges derived 
from it, under the Penalty of Impriſonment, during 
Pleaſure; a Mode of Puniſhment, indeed, which, in- 
flicted by any other Court, would be dess illegal. 


Another Objection is, That here is a full Abjudi- 


cation, and that this is a Commitment in Execution; 
and that, if the Party were diſcharged, there would be 


2 Detect of Puniſhment. But there is great Difference 


2 between 
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between this and the common Caſes of Commitment in 
Execution; in tho.e there is a Remedy of Writ of Er- 
ror; in this none: And it is a Matter of great Doubt, 
whether, if you remand, any Writ of Error would lie. 
Buſhc!'s Cate is in Point. Privilege is but another 
Word for Juriſdiction, The Houle has certainly a 
Power of committing their own Members in certain 
Caics, but not in all Caſes; and therefoſ e it is neceſſa- 
ry for the Court to enquire if this is a privileged Cale, 
or whether the Houle has exceeded its Juriſdiction. In 
Lord Shaftſbury's Caſe, the Order of the Houle was 
returned: This is only a Recital. Had this been a ge- 
neral Return, it would have much varied the Cale; 
yet, even in that Caſe, if it were opened for Arguments, 
and your Lordſhips ſhould not think youriclves pre- 
cluded by the Decerminations in Shattſbury's and Mur- 
ray's Cates, I ſhould contend that it was not ſuficient; 
bur here the Cauſc, ſuch las it is, does appear; and 
therefore the Court can have no Difficulty. Suppoſe it 


appeared, by the Return, that Mr. Oliver was commit- 


ted for a Breach of Privilege, which was pretended to 
conſiſt in ſuing out a Com. miſſion of Bankrupty againſt 
a Member, or doing any other Act, which Privilege 
does not reach, would your Lorſhips refuſe to fer at Lt- 
berty a Subject thus illegally confined ? 'Tis in vain to 
1 that this Ditcharge, upon the Ground of the 

arrant's being faulty, would exempt him from fur- 
ther Puniſhment; the Anſwer to that is obvious, That 
he may br re- com: nitted upon a proper Warrani, as in 
Apſley's Cafe, or if the Oſfence vas committed out of 
Parliament, by an Application to the Courts of Juſtice. 


-T ſhall conclude with the Words of that great Crown 


Lawyer, Serj-ant Hawkins, That it cannot be 1ma- 
« gincd that the Law, which has guarded us fo well 


* from the Encroachments of Royal Power, ſhould 


have lett us no Appeal or Remedy, from arbitrary 
e Stretch of! over in ci ter of the two Branckes of the 

te. Legiſlature. “ | 
Mr. Lee, As long as the Subjects of England are 
10 uppoſes to live under the Protection of the Law, i 
pr 
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Kems to me to be inconſiſtent with that Idea, and re- 


pus nant to the plaineſt Principles of the Conſtitution, 
to imagine that the Houſe of Commons has the ſole 
and concluſve Power of determining what is a Breach 
of Privilege; for, ut they have ſuch an enormous 


Power, it is in vain to tals of Liberty; the Civil Liber- 


ries of all the People of England, arc at the arbitrary 
Deciſions of the Houle of Commons, and their Conſti- 
tuents hie proſtrate at their Fee, That the Houſe cannot 
create any new Privileges, is a Maxim as old as any 
Traces ot Privilege that are any where to be found, 
and directly aitirmed by the Houte of Lords. It is 
rid fore poiſible to conceive, at leaſt, that a Warrant 
might be gr ante, which the Speaker had no Power to 
zilue, or which the Meitenger might act illegally in ex- 
ccuting. In that Cale of the Ayleſbury Men, the 
Commons vored, That no Writs of Habeas Corpus ſhould 
be granted upon their Commitments; and made an 
Order, That their Scrjeant ihould make no Return to 
en Writs. But would your Lordſhips, any more than 
rd Chief Juſtice Holt, give your Sanction to ſuch 
Weid extravagant Orders? In tact, you have already 

6cprobated the Idea of ſuch Scrvility, and over-ruled 
ne Clum of uncontrouluble Power in that Houſe, by 
Craating tius [Tab as Corpus, Knowing the Commitment 
to be made by the Houſe of Commons. Suppoſe 


Mr. Cliver had been only charged with breaking their 


Priv leges in demanding. Sureties of their Meſſenger, 
accuſed of a Breach of the Peace; Would ſuch a Deciſion 
of the !ouſe be ſutficient to arreſt the Arm of Jultice 
in ail the Courts in this Kingdom? The Suppoſition is 
too abturd to be dwelt upon, and the Argumentum ex 
G9ſirda is, in my humble Opinion, ſufficient of itſelf to 
determine this Caſe, If what Mr. Oliver, in the Cha- 
racter of a M-giſtrate, has done, might be legally done 


(and I have not heard it pretended that he could other- 
wite have fulfilled the Duties of his Station) the Inſuf- 
ficiency or this Return, is glanng, and he ought to be 


fliſch ar 6g. 
. Lord 
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Lord Chief Baron. The ( ueſtion for the Conſi- 
deration of the Court is, whether it appears by the 
Return to this Habeas Corpus, that Mr. Oliver is under 

an illegal Impriſonment, and that depends upon what _ 
the-Power of the Houſe of Commons, who have com- 
mitted him, is. Lord Coke in his 4th Inſt. is very clear 
as to this Point, touching the Privileges of the Houſe 
but then it is inſiſted upon, that it does not appear that 
they have this particular Privilege. Now it appears by 


the Caſes cited from Coke, that the Judges cannot de- 


termine upon the Cuſtoms and Uſages of that Houſe, 

Nor one Caſe in point has been. cited in ſupport of the 
Motion, but enough againſt it. Such are, that of Lord 
Shaftibury, 1 Mod. 143, that of the Ayleſbury Men, 

Raym. 105, Murray's Caſe in the King's Bench, and 
the preſent Lord Mayor's in the Common- pleas. In 

Lord Banbury's Caſe, the Point came incidentally before 
them; in Mr. Pitt's, it was the ſame Court that com- 
mitted, and in Mr. Wilkes's, he was committed by a 
Secretary of State's Warrant. As we cannot determine 
upon their Privileges, ſo neither can we upon their 
Warrant: Lord Keeper Wright was of the ſame Opi- 
nion. This Point is abſolutely ſettled by uniform re- 

eated Determinations. 

Baron Smythe. I am clearly of the ſame e 
and for the ſame Reaſons which my Lord Chief Baron 
has explained ſo fully, that J ſhall not add aay thing 
to them. 

Baron Adams. It is not diſputed but that the Houſe 
has an undoubred Juriſdiction to judge and puniſh upon 
Breaches of Privilege and Contempt, which is a Power 
abſolutely neceſſary (as in all other Courts) for the Sup- 
port of their Dignity. The Return, in my Opinion, 

— what 1s requiſite with ſufficient Certainty, and we 


85 muſt take this Meſſenger to be the proper Officer. This 


is undoubtedly a Contempt, for it certainly ſhews a 
Contempt of their Orders, to commit the Perſon who 
executes them. Indeed there can be no greater. I have 
always underſtood that they have a competent Juriſ- 
diction to judge of their own Contempts. In the Caſes 
„ 


* 
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where the Courts of Law have interfered, as fi 
come incidentally before them. Here they have them- 


ſelves determined and adjudged the Matter, and they have 


exerciſed a Power with which they may well be truſted. 
The Law truſts to the Honeſty and Diſcre tion of the 
Judges 1 in the ſuperior Courts. 
| Baron Perrot. In the utmoſt Latitude of the Words, 
indeed, it cannot be ſaid, the Houſe are only Judges 
of their own Privileges ; for: if ſo, we could not take 
Notice of them, even when they came incidentally be- 
fore us; but it is well known, that this Court conſtantly 
takes Notice of the Difference between the Privileges of 
one Houſe and the other. We know that Members of 
the Houſe of Commons may be arreſted for the King's 
Debts in this his Court of Exchequer ; whereas the 
Lords have Privileges in all Caſes except Felony, and 
Breach of the Peace. I am, for my own Part, very 
_ unwilling to ſubſcribe to the Doctrine that the Houſe 


could not poſſibly make an illegal Commitment. We 
are certainly competent to zudge of their Proceeding i in 


ſome Reſpects, but it mult be a very ſtrong Caſe indeed 


in which we ſhould diſcharge : In the preſent Caſe it 


would be making our Juriſdiction ſuperior to theirs. 
There is good Sente in what was ſaid in Lord Shaftſbury's 

Caſe, that where we cannot judge of the principal and 
eſſential Part of the Caſe, ſo neither can we of the mi- 
nuter Circumſtances. Nor ought we, in examining the 
Return, to make unfavourable, but rather favourable 
Intendments. It ſufficiently appears to be done by the 
Order of the Houſe, and if the Warrant was not directed 
to the Meſſenger, it could not be ſaid to be executed by 
him, although he had taken the Man into Cuſtody. But 


were it otherwiſe, the Form of the Warrant is not deter- 


minable by us. Upon the whole, I agree in Opinion 
with my Lord Chief Baron, and my Brothers, that we 


can give to Relief in this Caſe, but that Mr. Oliver muſt 


de remanded to the Tower. 


Some Exception was then taken by Mr. Serjeant 


Jephſon to the Return of the Writ, namely, that it ſet 
A, that Mr, Oliver was detained OR: a Warrant of 
| the 
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| the 29th of April, whereas the Habeas Corpus itſelf was 
granted on the 27th of April; coniequently no Caui- 
appeared for his Impriſonmene before the Habeas Was 
granted. 
On the Inſpection of the Return it appeared full of 
the moſt abſurd Miſtakes; but Mr. Oliver declared he 
deſired to take no Advantage of literal or formal 
Miſtakes of the Return. He deſired to be relcated 
only on the Merits of the Queſtion, by the Laws of 


the Land. 
Mr. Oliver was then re-condu. Ted to the Fower. 


The Common Council and Inhabitants of the Ward 
of Vintry were by no Means wanting in ſhewing every 
Token of Reſpect for their worthy Chief Magiſtrate, 
(at this Time) whom they viſited in Proceſſion in a 

reat Number of Carriages, preceded by their Beadle, 
with his Cloak and Mace, and preſented t the * 


Addreſs: 
To the Right Hon. BR ASS CROS BY, Eſq; 
Lord Mayor of the City of London. 


The Addreſs of the Deputy, Common Council, lnqueſt, 5 
and Inhabitants of che Ward of VIN TR. 


| My Loxp Mayor, 5 
- jd is with deep Concern, and juſt - Indignation, 
that we, as Engliſhmen, and Citizens, ſce the Laws 
of the Land, and the peculiar Rights and Franchiſes of 
the City of London, (under Pretext of Privilege) invaded 
by the Repreſentatives of a free People, and your Lord- 
ſhip thereby doomed to Impriſonment, for a conſcientious 
Diſcharge of the Duties of your important Office, and 
ſupporting thoſe Privileges, of which you, as our Chief 
Magiſtrate, are the ſworn Guardian. 

Art the fame time that we are ſtruck with Horror at 
this alarming Event, we applaud the Firmneſs and In- 
tegrity of your Conduct, in ſupporting the Rights and 
Privileges of this City, and the Laws and Conſtitution 


| * our Country, as ſettled at the Revolution; and as 2 
Teſtimony 
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Teſtimony of our Approbation thereof, we defire to 


aſſure your Lordſhip, it will be ever had in grateful Re- 
membranceby the Ward of Vintry. = 


His L OR DSHI P 8 ANSWER, 
Gentlemen of the Ward of VixTay. 


HE Concern which you expreſs for the Violence 
offered to your Rights and Liberties, in the Com- 
mitment of my Perſon, is a ſatisfactory Proof to me, of 


your full Approbation of my Conduct. The Motives, 


upon which I have endeavoured to act, were ſuch as 


ſhould mic + influence the Firſt Magiſtrate of this great 
I think myſelf bound, by the molt folemn 


City; and 
Obligations, to protect the Perſons of my Fellow- 
citizens, by every conſtitutional Method, and to aſſert 

our Rights, in Oppoſition to every illegal and un- 
juſtifiable Attack. This, Gentlemen, I ſhall always 

conſider as the principal Duty of that great Office with 
which I am honoured; and whilſt I preſide in that 
Station, you may depend upon my honeſt Labours, to 
perſevere and promote your Dignity and Weltare, 


On the zoth of April, the Common Council, in their 
Gowns, and Inhabitants of the Ward of Cripplegate 
Within, in a very numerous Body, and a long Proceſſion 


of Coaches, waited on the Lord Mayor with the fol- 


lowing Addreſs: 


To the Right Hon. BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; 


Lord Mayor of the City of London. 
My Lorp Mayor, 


TE, the Common Council and Inhabitants of the 


| Ward of Cripplegate Within, take this Oppor- 
tunity ofexpreſſingour warmeſt Approbationofthatmanly 
and noble Spirit, with which e ee . has oppoſed the 
late unwarrantable Attacks upon the Liberties of Eng- 


liſhmen in general, and the Rights of the Citizens of 
London in particular; and when we behold your Lord- 
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ſhip thus arbitrarily and illegally impriſoned, ſolely for 
your conſcientious Adherence to your Oath, and the 
Duties of your important Office, and for acting as be- 
came the Chief Magiſtrate of this great C. ity, we are 


© filled with that Indignation which is natural to free-born 


Men, when they find their moſt valuable Privileges 
invaded by thoſe who were choſen to protect them, 
and who are under the moſt ſacred Obligations to be 
the Defenders of the People, and not their Tyrants and 
Oppreſſors. 

Our brave and public: ſpirited Anceſtors were at an 
immenſe Expence of Blood and Treaſure, in order to 
eſtabliſh in this Country, a tree and limited Syſtem of 

Government; but their heroic Labours muſt be ren- 
dered ineffectual, if one Branch ot the Legiſlature ſhall 
aſſume to itſelf a Power of diſpenſing with the Laws, 
and of trampling on the moſt important Principles of 
the Conſtitution. But we truſt, my Lord, that the 
venal Tools of Power will not ſucceed | in their Attempts 
to deprive us of thoſe Liberties, which we derive from 

the Virtue of our Forefathers, and which we ought to 
relinquiſh only with our Lives; we ſhall be animated 
by your Example to defend our Rights to the utmoſt, 

at whatever Hazard; and the Courage and Integrity of 
your Lordſhip's Conduct, will long be held in the moſt 
grateful Remembrance by your Countrymen and Fellow- 


citizens. 


To this his Lordbip was pleaſed to anſwer 38 
follows: 


Gentlemen of the Ward ES Wirnm, 


VERY public Demonſtration of Eſteem which I 

have the Honour to receive from my Fellow- 
citizens, is an additional Satisfaction to me in the Exe- 
cution of my Duty, as the Chief Magiſtrate of your | 
great City ; and I am particularly happy in having in- 
variably purſued that Conduct which has merited your 
Approbation. The Event of my honeft Endeavours 


to detend your chartered slit, and the Liberties of a 
free 


Kn 
free People, is an arbitrary Reſtraint upon my Perſon, 
under the pretended Plea of unlimited Privilege, which 
(however claimed by the preſent Houſe of Commons) 
ſtrikes at the fundamental Laws of our excellent Con- 

ſtitution, and renders the boaſted Freedom of this 

Country but an empty Name; nor can we think our- 

ſelves ſafe under the uſurped Authority of any one Branch 
of the Legiſlature, which is ſolemnly declared to be 
above the Controul of the Law. _— 

It 1s, however, my Happineſs, Gentlemen, to review 
my late Conduct with that Pleaſure, which an honeſt 

Maa will ever feel in the faithful Diſcharge of any Truſt 

tepoſed in him; and I am determined, on every Oc- 

cation, to act conſiſtently with the Duty I owe to the 

City of London, and tothe People of England, conſcious, 

that whilſt I am acting right, I ſhall be honoured with 

your Protection and Support. 9 


The Inhabitants of the Ward of Bridge alſo about 
this Time preſented their Addreſſes to the Lord Mayor 
and Mr. Oliver in theſe Words: N 


Jo the Right Honourable BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; 
Lord Mayor of the City of London. 
My Los, 5 . . 
II/ E, the Inhabitants of the Ward of Bridge, con- 
gratulate your Lordſhip on the glorious Oppo- 
ſition you have made in ſupporting the Laws and Li- 
berties of this Empire in general, and the Franchiſes of 
this City in particular, againſt the arbitrary Proceedings 
of a Majority of the Houſe of Commons, who, being 
Dupes to a venal Adminiſtration, have dared to ſtab the 
Vitals of the Conſtitution, by deſtroying the Rights of 
Elections, expunging a Record of this City. and im- 
priſoning your Lordſhip. Animated by your magna- 
nimous Example, we, as our Anceſtors were, are fired 
with Indignation, and think Life not worth preſerving 
loaded with Chains of Slavery. We are ready with our 
Lives and Fortunes to ſtand forth in ſuppuit of the 
n— LCs — Dignity 


7 N 2 
ect is 
f 
2 


* 16 |: 
Dign ny. of our amiable Sovereign, and the Rights and 
— * of his Subjects, which our Forefathers pur- 
chaſed with their Blood, and the King hath ſworn to 
preſerve, Your Lordſhip having acted ſo nobly and 
conſtitutionally, claims the warmeſt Acknowledgment 
of every Briton : Permit us, therefore, to expreſs our 
molt ſincere Thanks, and to aſſure your Lordſhip, that 
we are deeply affected for your Impriſonment, and ſhall 
readily join our Fellow-citizens to ſupport your Lordſhip 


in a Cauſe, ſo juſt and nn to the Public, and ſo 


honourable to yourſelf. 


To this his Lordchip was pleaſed to make the fol 
lowing Anſwer: 
Gentlemen of the Ward of e 

FEEL myſelf ſufficiently rewarded, in diſcharging 

the Duties of my Office, by the generous Appro- 

bation which I daily receive from my Fellow, citizens; 
whoſc united Expretſions of Frie idſhip and Eſteem give 
me the greateſt Encouragement to perſevere in the De- 
tence of their violated Rights and Privileges. + 

Senſible of the many Gbſtructions to the Public Bu- 


ſineſs, which mult inevitably ariſe from my Confinement 


within theſe Walls, I have ſought my Enlargement 
by thoſe Means to which, by the Conſtitution of this 
Country, I thought myſelf legally entitled; but, as it 
1s my Happineſs to ſtand clear of every criminal Accu- 


ſation, ſo it is my Misfortune to hear, that, being in- 


nocent, Jam excluded from the Benefit of the Law; and 
it has been ſolemnly aſſerted in one of the Courts of 


Weſtminſter-hall, that the Powers of the Law cannot 


controul the moſt daring or arbitrary Acts of the Houle 


of Commons. 


I cannot but conſider fock a Declaration as equally 
dangerous and abſurd; and although I am at preſent 
denied that Juſtice, which every Engliſhman ſhould 
claim, I ſhall perſevere with undaunted Vigour, in 
aſſerting the chartered Rights of this great City, and 
in defending the valuable Liberties of the People of 


England. 


To 
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To RICHARD OLIVER, Eſq; Alderman, 
and one of the Repreſentatives of this City in 
Parliament. 5 f 
e 1 N 
E, the Inhabitants of the Ward of Bzx1pce, being 
deeply ſenſible of the unconſtitutional Treat- 


ment you have received from the dangerous Influence 


of a deſpotic Adminiſtration over a Majority of the 


Houſe of Commons, are filled with juſt Reſentment 


againſt the Meaſures they have purſued. We, Sir, 
greatly approve the Conduct you have exerted, in De- 
| Fence of the Laws and Conſtitution of our Country; for 
which your Name will ever ſhine in the Britiſh Annals. 
The repeated Inſults which this firſt City of the Britiſh 


Empire have received from an arbitrary Miniſtry, by 


their Petitions to the King being diſregarded, their juſt 
Remonſtrances treated with Contempt, and their Ma- 
giſtrates impriſoned, for ſtrictly adhering to the Laws 
of the Land: Theſe are Grievances which require a 
ſpeedy Redreſs. We are ready, therefore, to ſupport 
you, by every Conſtitutional Meaſure for this Preſerva- 
tion of our National Rights and Liberties. 


Mr. Alderman O L I VER's ANSWER. 
Gentlemen of the Ward of Ba OR, | 


HE beſt Return I can now make to you, for your 
| kind Attention to one of your Magiſtrates, im- 
priſoned for the honeſt Diſcharge of his Duty, is, to 


give you my Aſſurance, that the ſame Intentions which 


declared, when I had the Honour of being elected one 
ot the Repreſentatives in Parliament for the firſt City in 
the Kingdom, remain with me at this Hour, and will 
continue (as far as I can know myſelt) to the laſt Day 
df my Life. | 1 | F 

Il feel the Concern you expreſs for that Diſregard, 


which has hitherto been ſhewn to the Petition from Lon- 


don, preſented with an honeſt View of removing thoſe 


Caulcs of National Complaint, which have long _— 
„ 1 e 
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ed the Kingdom: But I do not deſpair, that the ſteady 
Perſeverance of the People will, in Time, obtain Re- 
dreſs. . The Citizens of London have ever been remark- 
| ably incorrupt in the Support of Conſtitutional Free- 
dom, and in Oppoſition to unfair Meaſures of Govern- 
ment under every Form. The effectual Remedy of our 


Evils muſt be the procuring an honeſt, unpenſioned 


Houle of Commons; and I hope that every Man, who 
wiſhes to tranſmit the invaluable Bleſſing of Freedom to 
Poſterity, will endeavour, by his Vote and Influence, 
to ſend thole, and thoſe only, to repreſent him in any 
future Parliament, who will give effectual Security that 
they will not make the public caule a Pretence for 
private Gain. I can only ſay, that there is no one 
among you more ſolicitous for the public Welfare than 
Jam. I wiſh my Power to promote it was equal to 
my Deſire ; but ſuch as I poſſeſs, will, with the moſt 
— Intentions, be at the public Service. 


The Grand Jury, &c. of the County of Cardigan, 


commiſſioned Watkin Lewes, Eſq; to attend the Lord 


Mayor, and Mr. Oliver, with the following Addreſſes; 3 
which were delivered about this Time. 


To the Right Honourable BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; 
Lord Mayor of the City of London, and 


RICHARD OLIVER, Etiq, Repreſentative 
and Alderman of the City of London. 


May it pleaſe your Lonbsnir, and 
Mr. Alderman OLIVER, 


W = the Grand Jury of the County of Ca 
| at the Aſſizes held the 14th of April, 1771, 
with Concern hear of your Lordſhip's and Mr. Alder- 
man Oliver's Confinement in the Tower; we cannot 

but expreſs ſtill greater Concern, that having acted 
agreeable to the Dictates of your Conſcience, and un- 

der the Obligation of your Oaths, you ſhould ſuffer | 


ſech a Puniſhment. We therefore beg you Accept- | 
ance 
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ance of our r Thanks, as a Teſtimony of our  Approba- 
tion and higheſt” Eſteem for your upright Behaviour as 
ror gg and your firm, manly, and intrepid Con- 
duct, in Support of the N and in of the 
Subject. 


The LORD MAYOR and Mr. OLIVER 
ANSWER to the Gentlemen of the Grand Jury of 
of the County of CARDIGAN, 


GENTLEMEN, 


E have the Honour to receive from Watkin 
Lewes, Etq; your polite Approbation of our 
Conduct on a late Occaſion ; and we take the earlieſt 
Opportunity to return our moſt grateful Acknowledge- 

ments for this generous and re Teſtimony of your 
Eſteem z which will be an ettectual Excitement to us to 

urſue, on every Occaſion, that Rule of Integrity 
which ſhould always diſtinguiſh the Magiſtrates of Lon- 
don, and the faithful Repreſentatives of the People of 
England. A juſt Senſe of the Obligations by which 
we are reſpectively bound in theſe Capacities, hath been 
the governing Principle of our Actions in public Life. 
Subjected as we are to the unjuſtifiable Reſentment 
of the Houſe of Commons, we cannot but deny their 

Claim to the indefinite Exerciſe of a Power, not more 
injurious to ourſelves, than to the fundamental Princi- 
ples of the excellent Conſtitution of this Country; and 
vue are obliged to conſider the ſpecious Plea of an un- 
limited Privilege (the pretended Breach of which hath 
confined us within thets Walls) too vague and uncer- 
tain a Foundation for the Eſtabliſhment of an Authority 
in any one Branch of the Legiſlature, 

Being determined, in juſtice to ourſelves, and to our 
Countrymen, to ſeck every legal Redreſs that could be 
obtained, we have applied for our Enlargement; and 
have the Happineſs to find, that we ſtand unimpeached 
for the Commirment of any Crime ; although, on that 
very Account, we remain incapable of receiving any 


Aſſiſtance from the Law of the Land. 
Be 


tt 


Ta}. | 
Be aſſured, Gentlemen, we ſhall perſevere in de- 
fending the Rights and Privileges of a free Country 
againſt every pernicious Attempt of arbitrary and ill- 
deſigning Men; nor ſhall we think ourſclves any longer 
entitled to your Confidence and Support, than whilſt 


we are honeſtly employed in diſcharging the ſacred 


Truſt repoſed in us by the People of England. 


We have the Honour to remain, 
With the trueſt Reſpect, 


_- GENTLEMEN, | 

Your moſt faithful and 
| Devoted humble Servants, 
From the Tower, BRASS CROSBY. 
 May2,1771. RICHARD OLIVER. 


The Grand Jury, &c. of the County of Carmarthen, 
alſo commiſſioned by Mr. Lewes, to addreſs the Fa- 
vourites of the People in the following Manner: 


To the Right Honourable BRASS CROSBY, Eſq, 
Lord Mayor of the City of London, RICHARD 
OLIVER, Eſq; and JOHN WILKES, Eſq; 
Aldermen of the City of London. 5 


My Loxp and GENTLEMEN, 1 T 
WV. the Grand Jury of the County of Carmarthen, 
at the Aſſizes held the 7th Day of April, 1771, 


beg Leave to expreſs our Concern for your Lordſhip's 
and Mr. Oliver's Situation; we are the more concerned 


when we conſider that that Situation has been the Re- 


ward of Merit. We, therefore, beg your Acceptance 
of our Thanks as a Teſtimony of our Approbation, and 
higheſt Eſteem of your upright Behaviour as Magiſtrates, 
and your firm, manly, and intrepid Conduct, in ſupport 
of the Rights and Privileges of the Subject. 


10- 
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; To which Addreſs the Lood Mayor returned the fol- 
lowing Anf wer: | 


GrnTLE MEN, - 
RULY ſenſible of the Duty I owe to the Sine 
of London, and the People of England, from the 
reſpective Stations in which they have placed me, I can- 
not but think myſelf happy in receiving their Appro- 
bation of my Conduct; and I am particularly honoured 
by the generous Teſtimony of Applauſe which I have 
received in the Addreſs of 5 Gentlemen of the Grand 
Jury of the County of Carmarthen. I ſincerely lament 
with you, Gentlemen, that an Authority ſubverſive of, 
and contradictory to, the Principles of our excellent 
Conſtitution, ſhould be indifinitely exerciſed by any one 
Branch of the Legiſlature; nor can I admit the Pretence 
_ of an unlimited Privilege (as recently avowed by the 
Majority of the Houſe of Commons in my Impri- 
ſonment) beyond the Reach or above the Controul of 
the eſtabliſhed Laws of the Land, which I have ever 
conſidered as the ſafeſt Barrier of a free People, againſt 
the Encroachments of uſurped and arbitrary Power : 
Eut I tear, Gentlemen, that we are not at preſent to 
expect Redreſs from the Courts of Weſtminſter-hall, 
ſince it has been ſolemnly aſſerted, that the Power of the 
Houie of Commons is ſuperiorto their Reſtra int; and that 
being innocent, I cannot receive Aſſiſtance from the Law. 
I ain, however, happy in the conſcientious Diſcharge 
of my Duty on the preſent Occaſion, and I am determined 
to ſeek the good Opinion of my Fellow-citizens and 
Countrymen, by a ſtrenuous Exertion of my Powers in 
the Protection of their ineſtimable Rights and Liberties 


I have the Honour to be, 
Wich the trueſt Reſpect, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Tour faithful a | 
From the Tower, Obedient humble Servant, 
May 7, 37%. © © :- BRASS CROSBY. 
Dd The 
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The following is Mr. Wilkes's Anſwer to the 
Addreſs of the Grand Jury of the Come of Care 
marthen : | . 


Princes Court, Mey 4 1771. 
GENTLEMEN, 
1 very honourable Mark of the Approbation of 
the Grand Jury of the County of Carmarthen, 
which I received from Watkin Lewes, Eſq; fills me with 
Gratitude. My poor Services are over-paid when J am 
thanked in ſo polite a Manner by thoſe who are them- 
ſelves diſtinguiſhed by an ardent Zeal for Liberty, and 
by the moſt noble Efforts for its Preſervation, againſt 
the common Enemies of our excellent Conſtitution. | 
The Conduct of the preſent venal Aſſembly at Weſt- 
minſter, continues to ſpread Horror through the Nation. 
We have ſcarcely a Right which they have not invaded. 
Without any Account they have voted away the Pro- 
perty of the People; to diſcharge a long Arrear of Civil 
Liſt Debts, contracted for Purpoſes ſubverſive of par- 
liamentary Independency. They have violated the 
Rights of Election, uſurped the legal Powers of Juries, 
impriſoned our Fellow-{ubjects, under the Pretence of 
their Privileges contrary to Law, refuſed even to enquire 
into fouleſt Murders, becauſe perpetrated by the Con- 
nivance, at leaſt, of Adminiſtration ; and, at length, 
proceeded to the mad Violence of crazing a judicial 
Record, in open Contempt and Defiance of the firſt 
Principles of Juſtice. This laſt odious Act of their 
Tyranny, more ſuited to the Meridian of France than 
of England, will, however, be rendered entirely in- 
effectual by the firm and upright Conduct of the Ma- 
giſtrates; and 1 am ſure, that the Laws will always find 
two intrepid Guardians in the Gentlemen who have no-) 
the Honour of ſuſfering Imprilonment for a great Public 
Cauſc. | 
As to my ſelf, the only Appeal I ſhall make for the 


1ruta and V. alidity of my Declarations, is the Integrity 
and 


1 "ea | 
and Conſiſtency of my future Conduct. By that moſt 
1atallible Teſt I delire to be judged ; and I truſt it will 
always confirm the favourable Opinion which your 
obliging Partiality entertains of, 


GENTLEMEN, | 
Your molt reſpectful and _ 
Obedient humble Servant, 


| JOHN WILKES, 


"Mr. 0 ER s ANSWER to the Addreſs of the 


Grand Jury of the County of CaRMARTHEx. 


GENTLEMEN, 


& E very honourable Attention ſhewn me in your 
Addrels, preſented me by Mr. Lewes, evinces the 
| Rectitude of my Conduct on a late Occalion, and I am 
happy to receive fo diſtinguiſhing a Mark af your Ap- 
probation. 5 „ 3 
The Principles of Freedom are ſo truly eſtabliſhed in 
this Country, that, I truſt, they cannot be loſt under 
any Form of Government, and that Privilege, aſſumed 
Prerogative has been, whenever it ſhall be directed by 
the Influence of Power, and unſupported by Juſtice. 


In every great political Struggle, the free People of 


England have recovered Part of thoſe antient Rights 
of which they have been deprived by the unjuſt In- 

fluence of uſurping Tyranny. This appears on a Re- 
troſpect to that Period, when the Great Charter was 
obtained, only as the Record of ſome antient Rights 
which the People had enjoyed in former Ages. As 


| Liberty has been equally dear to the Inhabitants of this 


Ifte, whilſt under Britiſh, Roman, Saxon, and Norman 
Government, ſo I hope it will, in every ſucceeding Age, 


Dd 2 conunye 


againſt the Laws, will always be as much oppoſed as 
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continue under the preſent ho pu, that bd 
Monarchy which we have an undoubted Right to 
claim. 
With oat Reſpect and Eſteem, 
I have the Honour to be, 


| GENTLEMEN, 
_ Your moſt obedient, 
TS,  -- And molt humble Servant, 
May 4, 1771. RICHARD OLIVER. 


The Inhabitants of the Ward of Cornhill, in their 
Gowns, making a Proceſſion of twenty Carriages, pre- 
ceded by the City Marſhal, the Beadle with his Mace, 
and the Conſtables, attended the Lord Mayor about this 
Period, with the following Addrels : | 


To the Right Hon. BRASS CR 0 8B, Eſq3 
Lord Mayor of the Cuy of London. 


My LoRp, | 
V E, the Inhabitants of Cornhill Ward, beg Leave 
to expreſs our warmeſt Approbation of your 
Lordſhip's {pirited and upright Behaviour, in vindicating 
the Rights of four Fellow-citizens, and of the Subjects 


of Great Britain in general, againſt the arbitrary and 


uſurped Authority ot a ſingle Branch of che Legiſlature, 
the Majority of which have long ſince diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by a flaviſh Obedience to the Dictates of a 
corrupt Miniſtry, and whoſe Influence we have Reaſon 
to fear has prevented ſeveral of our Common Council, 

and others of tne Ward, from joining with us on this 

important Occalion. 

Senſible as we are of the Value of thoſe Rights and 
Privileges to which, both as Engliſhmen and Citizens, 
we are indiſputably intitled under this excellent Con- 
ſtitution, we cannot but exprets our Abhorrence of every 
Attempt to leſſen the Enjoyment of them, or render 
them precarous and uncertain; and yet this mult 1n- 

evitably be the Caic, fo long as the Iloufe of Commons 


| eſſumes to itlelf a. Power On diſpenſing with the eftzblithed 
| | Laws 
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Laus of the Realm; a Power which our Anceſtors were 
100 wiſe to truſt in the Hands of any ſingle. Branch of 
the Legiſlature: Accordingly, under the ſpecious Pre- 
tence of ſupporting parliamentary Privilege, and in 
manifeſt Abuſe of the Power committed to them by their 
Conſtituents, we have ſcen the ſacred Right of Election 
e violated by thole who, in a particular Man- 
ner, ought to have been the Guardians of it; and as if 
this were not ſufficient, we have alſo ſeen the Chief 
Magiſtrate of this great City, in the Perſon of your 
| Lordſhip, and another of its Magiſtrates, impriſoned, El! 
without a Crime or better Caule "than that of having 
religiouſly diſcharged their Duty; and after wards, 4/2} 
depr, ved by the Courts at Weſtminſter, of the Benefit _— 
of the Habeas Corpus, that great Bulwark of Britiſh 14 
Liberty. 1 1 | 
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The Occaſion, however, for which your Lordſhip 
is a Sufferer, alarming as it is to your Fellow- een, 34 
and muſt be to the Nation in general, furniſhes to your EA 


of” : 
2 15 1 


Lordſhip the pleaſing Proſpect of having your Name | 1 
tranſmitted to Poſterity, accompanied with every Mark WT 
of Eſteem and Veneration, which has been paid to the 
molt diſtinguiſhed Characters of Greece and Rome; 
who, like your Lordſhip, have occaſionally ſtood forth 
in the glorious Cauſe of Liberty, and in ſupport of 
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the eſtabliſhed Laws of their Country, againſt the ar- MR 
| bitrary Encroachments of Tyranny and Oppreſſion. 2B 

The Fortirude with which your Lordſhip has ſup- * "$0 
ported yourlelf, and the ſteady Reſolution you have 4 | 
thewn under this unprecedented and vindictive Proſe- AY} 
cution, as it cannot but diſappoint the Malice of your _ 
Enemies, who ought likewiſe to be conſidered as = ah 
Enemies of their Country, ſo it affords your Fellow- Wi 


Puts ewcn city SLOT 45408 * 
* FN 23 7 
SN SEG 
</ "« 1 
* 
a 


citizens a pleaſing Hope, that, encouraged by your 
Lordihip's Emes the future Magiſtrates of this 
great and opulent City, will be ambitious of treading in 
your Lordſhip's Steps; and that, ſhould a like Emer- 
gency hercafter happen, which may call for the ſame 
Exertion of Public Virtue, they will not be atraid of 
ſhewing themſelves the ſame unbiaſſe <d Magiſtrates, and 


zealous 


| (206) 
zealous Supporters of the Rights and Privileges of their 
Fellow - citizens, as your Lordſhip has done upon this 
intereſting and alarming Occaſion. : | 

To conclude; as your Lordſhip's noble and un- 
daunted Stand againſt the unlimited and aſſumed Power 
of the Houſe of Commons, juſtly demands the Acknow- 
ledgment of every Briton, who knows how to ſet a juſt | 
Value on thoſe ineſtimable Privileges, to which we are 
entitled under the beſt modelled Form of Government 
in the World, fo we ſhould be wanting to ourſelves and 
Poſterity, were we to ſuſfer ſo noble an Example as your 
Lordſhip has ſet to future Magiſtrates, who ſhall here- 
after be entruſted with the Guardianſhip of our chartered 
Rights and Privileges, to paſs by unnoticed, or without 
paying that Tribute which has ever been conſidered as 
the Reward of Public Virtue. ; | 
We, therefore, beg your Lordſhip to accept our 

rateful Thanks, for having ſo nobly exerted yourſelf 
in defence of the Laws of your Country; and, at the 
- ſame time, beg Leave to aſſure your Lordſhip, that we 
ſhall, at all Times, be ready to riſque our Lives and 
Fortunes in ſupport of the regal Government of this 
Kingdom, as by Law ellabliſhzd, and in defence of thoſe 
invaluable Rights and Privileges, which were purchaled 
for us by the Blood of our Anceſtors. 


His LORDSHIP's Axswen, 


Gentlemen of the Ward of CoxNHILL, 


HE ſpirited and generous Support which you 
offer in this Addreſs, becomes an additional Mo— 
tive to me to fulfil the ſacred Duties of my. Office with 
the ſtricteſt Integrity, and the molt impartial Juſtice, 

whilſt I have the Happineis to be employed in your Ser— 
vice; at the ſame Time, Gentlemen, you will permit 
me to return my ſincereſt Acknowledgments for the 
polite Approbation you have teſtified of the Part I have 
already acted; and to aſſure you, that the only Reward 
I have in View 1s, the plcaſing Satisfaction of a good 
| | Con- 
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en and the Honour and Proſperity of the City 


of London. 
I have ſeen, with the deepeſt Concern, the repeated 


Encroachments made, not only upon the chartered 
| Rights of this City, but upon the Liberties of this free 
- Country in general: In conſequence of which, I thought 
it incumbent upon me, as your Chief Magiſtrate, — 
the People's Repreſentative in Parliament, to ſtand 
forth againſt every open and ſecret Attack of your Ene- 
| mies, who ſeem invariably to have purſued the Deſtruc- 
tion of this once happy Nation. 
A fincere and honeſt Attachment to the excellent 
Conſtitution of England (which is true Loyalty) hath 
ever been the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtic of my Fellow 
Citizens, who in the worſt of Times, have manifeſted 
the affectionate Zeal for the due Exerciſe of Legiſlative 


Authority, as eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Realm : 


And I cannot but lament, that they ſhould at preſent 

be marked out the Victims of Reſentment as equally 

tyrannous as unjuſt. 

A A Senſe of the Injuries we ſuſtain, in common with 
our Countrymen, by the groſſeſt Invaſions on our char- 

tered Rights, ſhould animate us to the moſt perfect 


Union in our Defence; and J am ſorry to reflect, that 
the pernicions Influence of deſpotic Power ſhould have 


ſeparated any of the Common Council, or rather Inha- 
bitants of your Ward, from the general Cauſe. It is, 
however, my greateſt Happineſs to receive this Teſti- 
mony of your Eſteem, which will, I hope, leave the 
ſtrongeſt Impreſſions upon a grateful Mind. 


The Impriſonment of my Perſon within theſe Walls, 


I conſider as an Evil of little Moment, compared to 
the maniteſt Uſurpation on the fundamental Principles 
of legal Government: Since in this Inſtance, the moſt 
arbitrary Proceedings of the Members of the Houſe of 
Commons, the delegated Protectors of a free and loyal 
People, cannot (we are told) be reſtrained by the Laws 
of the Land. 

Permit me to aſſure you, San that, i in every 
Action of my public Lite, my ſole Endeavour ſhall be 


to 
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to promote the Intereſt of my Fellow Citizens, and the 
Happineſs of my free born Countrymen ; whoſe gene- 
rous Applauſe I ſhall diligently ſeck, by a ſtrenuous | 
Exertion of my Power, in che Protection of their ineſti- 


mable Rights and Liberties. 


Soon after, the Common Council (in their Mazarine 
Gowns) the Inqueſt (in their Furr Gowns) and Inhabi- 
rants of the Ward of Farringdon Within, in a Proceſ- 
ſion of near fifty Carriages, preceded by the City Mar- 
ſhal and their Beadle, waited on the Right Hon. tlie 
Lord-Mayor and made the following Addrets : 


To the Right Hon. BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; 
Lord-Mayor of the City of London, and Repre- 
: ſentative in Parliament. | 


My Loss, 


T a Time when the firſt Magiftrate of this great 
City is ſuffering a moſt illegal Impriſonment, on 
Account of his religious Obſervance of his Oath, 
and his ſteady Adherence to the Principles of the Con- 
ftitution, we, the Common Council, Inqueſt, and In- 
habitants of the Ward of Farringdon Within, ſhould - 
think ourſelves wanting in our Duty as Citizens of Lon- 
don, and as Engl. hmen, did we not take this Oppor- 
tunity to teſtify our Approbation of your Lordſhip's 
ſpirited and ra Ok Conduct; and at the ſame Time 
our indignation, at the Temerity of a Set of Men; who, 
under the ſpecious Pretence of Privilege, have darcd to 
inflict Puniſhment upon you, for an Act deſerving the 
higheſt Commendation, and which your Lordſhip could 
not poſſibly fail to perform, without a total Deviation | 
from your Duty, _ 
Hut be conloled, my Lord, 1t 15 now become an inde- 
lible Diſgrace to receive the Countenances of the Mi— 
niſtry, and Virtue only can draw forth their Reſentment. 
Procced, therefore, in the ſame glorious Path; and your 


Lordſhip may be aflured, that while you continue in it 
3 ; | | (a Doubt 


(2099) 


(a Doubt of which we cannot entertain) you will cer- 


tainly receive the hearty Applauſe, and, if there ſhould 


be Occaſion, the more effectual Support of every Friend 
to his Country, and of none more readily than of the 


Common - Council, Inqueſt, and Inhabitants of the 


Ward of F arringdon Within, 


To which his LORDS H I P returned this 
ANSWER. 
Gentlemen of the Ward of Farxrincpon-Wirtnin. 


T faithful Teſtimony of your Approbation of 


| my Conduct, is a fſatisfattory Reward to me, in 
having acted the Part of an honeſt Magiſtrate. Con- 


ſcious of the Obligations by which I am bound to the 


Citizens of London in particular, and to the People of 
England in general, I have always, to the beſt of my 
Abilities, endeavoured to diſcharge my Truſt, as be- 


came one who was honoured with the Chair of the firit 


City in this Kingdom, and a Seat in Parliament. 

In this Artempr, I have drawn upon myſelf the Re- 
ſentment of the Majority of the Houſe of Commons, 
who, under the Pretence of an unlimited Privilege, 
have ſent me, during their Pleaſure, a Priſoner within 


theſe Walls. I feel Their Revenge with that juſt Indig- 


nation and Indifference, which the Senſe of my Inno- 


cence muſt naturally excite; nor ſhall the ſevereſt 
Puniſhment their Malice can invent, or their Authority 


inflict, ever deter me from purſuing that Conduct which 
my Conſcience ſhall dictate, or my Duty direct. 


They afterwards waited upon Mr. Alderman Oliver 


3 the following Addreſs: 


To RICHARD OLIVER, Eſq; Alderman 
and one of the Repreſentatives of the C ty of London. 


a9} 


1 of the Ward of Farzinopoy Wirnix, though 
not the firſt of their Fellow Citizens, to expreſs their 


E ES | | | A. 
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HE Common l Inqueſt, and Inhabitants 
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Acknowledgments of your diſintereſted and upright 
Conduct, beg to be conſidered not the leaſt ſenſible of 
its Propriety. 
Perſecutions characteriſe che Times for being the Re- 
ward of public Spirit. 


Happy do we conceive 1 therefore, in hav- _ 


ing Magiſtrates for our Defenders, whoſe Fortitude is 
equal to the Violence of their Oppreſſors, and the Out- 
rage of Privilege and Prerogative ; and in reliance of 
the ſame Conduct, we anticipate our firmeſt Hopes, 
and ſincereſt Wiſhes, under the Apprehenſion that in the 
End, they will inſure to us thoſe valuable Liberties ou bY 
have gloriouſly contended for. | 


Mr. Ab OLIVE R's Anxswes. 
Gentlemen of the Ward of Faxrincbox WITHIN, 


; I Think myſelf much honoured by this Mark of 
Eſteem, from ſo reſpectable a Ward as your's. The 
Affections of my Fellow Citizens in general, is the only 
Recompence I wiſh for my beſt Endeavours in the pub- 
lic Service. Notwithſtanding Impriſonment, by a Power 
exerted in the Houle of Commons, unwarranted by the 
Laws, I ſhall not be deterred by it from the future Dil- 
charge of my Duty, as I conſider myſelf under the Ob- 
ligation of an Oath, reſponſible to a more ſacred Tri- 
bunal. 
In former Times, our Anceſtors firuggled effectual- 
ly againſt aſſumed Prerogative. In vain would their 
Efforts prove, if at this Day, we are to allow unlimited 
Authority to either Branch of the Legiſlature, Judges 
have alſo been found, in ancient Times, as unwilling to 
| interfere with the Prer ogative of the Crown, as the 
now are to oppoſe the late exerted Privilege of the 
Houle of Commons. 

If an honeſt Perſeverance in the Duty I owe the Citi- 
zens of London, as one of their Magiſtrates and Repre- 
ſentatives in Parliament, can inſure to me their Appro- 
| bation, I truſt that I ſhall deſerve it whilſt they are 

pleaſed to beſtow their Confidence 1 —— | 
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As Addreſs from the Maſter, Pilots, and 1 
of the Trinity-Houſe in Newcaitle upon Tyne, was alſo 
tranſmitted to Sir William Stephenſon, and by him pre- 
tented to the Lord Mayor and Mr. Alderman Oliver, 


To the Right Worſhipful BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; 

Lord Mayor of he City of London, and 

RICHARD OLIVER, Eq; Alderman and 
and Member of Parliament for the Ci ity of London. 


WV. the Maſter, Pilots, and Scamen, of the Tri- 

nity-Houſe in NEwcasTLE vpon Tyxr, beg 
Leave, (among others of his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and 
loyal Subjects, Friends to Liberty, the Engliſh Conſti - 
tution, and the Laws thereof) humbly to return you 
our warmeſt Thanks, for the ſupporting, with a patrio- 
tic, manly Firmneſs and Dignity, the Freedom and 
Privileges of your Fellow Citizens of London, and the 
natural Rights of your Fellow Subjects in general. 


Given under the Common Seal of our Corporation, 
the 13th Day of April, 1771. 


JONATH. BLAGDON, Maſter 


7 he Anſwer of the Lord Mayor and Mr. 9 to 


the Maſter, Pilots, and Seamen, of the Trimty-Houle 
in Newcaſtle upon Tyne: ö 


To the Maſter, Pilots, = Seamen of the Trinity- 


Houſe in NewcaSTLE uPoN I'vNE. 


GENTLEMEN, | 


WE had the Honour to receive, from Sir William 


Stephenſon, Knight and Alderman of this City, 
your — Addreſs in Approbation of our late Con- 
duct: It is a peculiar Happineſs to reflect, that we have 
iqavariably endeavoured to diſcharge our Duty as Ma- 
giſtrates and Repreſentatives 1 in Parliament, in ſuch a 
Manner as to merit the Eſteem of our Fellow Citizens, 
and the People in general. | 
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„ 5 5 
Permit us to aſſure you, Gentlemen, that the only 
Motives of our Actions in public Life, are the Happi- 
neis and Proſperity of this free Country, which we ſhall 
continue to advance, to the beſt of our Abilities, with 
that Integrity which is the trueſt and brighteſt Orna- 
ment of thoſe Characters in which we reſpectively act. 
We have the Honour, Gentlemen, to ſubſcribe our- 
ſelves, 3 „ F 
With the greateſt Reſpect, 
Iaour obliged humble Servants, 


From the Tower, BRASS CROSBY, 
May 4, 1771. RICHARD OLIVER. 


On Thurſday the 2d of May, the Inhabitants of 
the Ward of Broad-ſtreet, in a handſome Proceſſion, 
waited vn the Lord-Mayor, and addreſſed him thus: 


To the Right Hon. BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; 
LORD MAYOR of the City of Lox DON. 


May 1t pleaſe your LoRDSH1P, 


PROM a deep Senſe of the Value and Importance 
of our Liberties, fo dearly purchaſed, and convey- 

ed to us by the Blood and Treaſure of our Anceſtors, 
We (the. Inhabitants of the Ward of Broad-ſtreet) beg 
leave to join the reſt of our Fellow Citizens, in expreſ]- | 
ing our warmeſt and moſt ſincere Thanks to your 
Lordſhip, for your upright, brave, and ſteady Conduct, 
in the Defence of them. | e 
When we behold thoſe, who ſhould be the Guar- 
dians of our Liberties, combined together, under the 
baneful Influence of a moſt abandoned, and juſtly hated 
Adminiſtration, to wreſt them from us, we cannot but 
be fired with the greateſt Indignation againſt ſuch arbi- 
trary and wicked Attempts and at the ſame Time, 
with the moſt fervent Gratitude to your Lordſhip, for 
the noble and manly Fortitude which your Lordſhip 
hath diſplayed, in ſtanding up for the Detence of our 
> mo 
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molt cucred Rights, both as Engliſhmen and Citizens of 
London. 

We look with the greateſt Horres upon Power 21. 
ſumed over the Laws of the Land, which we think more 
to be dreaded under the Name of Privilege of Parlia- 
ment than Prerogative; (as many Tyrants are worfe 
than one;) and that ſuch Power, inveſted in any Set 
of Men, would reduce us to a State of the molt abject 

Slavery, which God forbid. 


We are ſorry the Times are ſuch, that your Lord- 


ſhip is called to ſuffer, for daring to act as an honeſt 


Man, an upright Magiſtrate, i and a conſcientious 


Chriſtian. 


Be aſſured of our higheſt Approbation of your 1 


ſhip's Conduct, and of all the Support we can afford, 
to deliver your Lordſhip, and our Fellow Citizens and 
Countrymen, from thoſe Oppreſſions we at Preſent 


labour under. 


To this Addreſs, his Lordſhip anſwered : 


Gentlemen of the Ward of BROAD-STREET, 


1 AM happy to find my Conduct, on a late Occaſion, 
has merited your Approbation, which I ſhall always 
conlider as an additional Obligation on me, (whilſt. I 
have the Honour to ſerve you as a Magiſtrate, or the 
People, as one of their Repreſentatives in Parliament) 
to ſtand forth in Defence 5 as Rights and Liberties, 
_ againſt every Invaſion of arbitrary and illegal Power. 


The pretended Plea of unlimited Privilege, aſſumed 


by the Majority of the Houſe of Commons, and for the 
Breach of which, I am committed a Priſoner in this 
Place, has a direct Tendency to deſtroy our Conſtitu- 
tional Rights. Since we are told, that whatever Power 
may be exerted under this Pretence, cannot be reſtrain- 
ed by the Laws of the Land, which are the only Safety 
of the People, under a free and limited Government. 
Permit me to aſſure you Gentlemen, that I am happy 
in becoming an Object of their unjuſt Reſentment on 


this Occaſion, as it affords me an Opportunity of manj- 
| teſting 
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feſting my zealous Attachment to the real Intereſts of 
the Citizens of London, and to the Welfare of the 
People of England. 


This Body afterwards paid their Ref petts ro Mr. 
Alderman Oliver. 
The Mace and Cloak of the "EF" were 4 
on this Occaſion, but were refuſed by Alderman Roſſi- 
ter, and his miniſterial Friend, the Deputy of the Ward. 


Shortly after, the Common- Council in their Silk 
Gowns, the Inqueſt in their Fur Gowns, and Inhabi- 
tants of the Ward of Caſtle Baynard, in a long Train 
ot Coaches, preceded by the City-Marſhal, their Beadle, 
and other Officers, went to the Tower, and preſented 

to the Right Hon the Lord Mayor their Addreſs as 
follows : 


To the Right n. the LO R D-M ar OR. 


My Lonp, 


E, the Common- Council, Inqueſt, and Inhabi- 
tants of the Ward of Caſtle Baynard, ſenſible of 
the great Obligation due to your Lordſhip, for the no- 
ble Stand fo recently made againſt the violent Meaſures 
of an arbitrary Adminiſtration, embrace this Opportu- 
nity of yeilding our unfeigned Thanks, and expreſſing 
the fulleſt Approbation of your Lordſhips Conduct. 
We rejoice, that a Magiſtrate, endowed. with your 
Lordſhip's Spirit, filled the higheft Station in this great 
City, at a Time when an Attack, more unconſtitutional 
than any recorded in the Annals of England, has been 
made upon the Liberty of the People; yet, at the ſame 
Time, we lament, that your ſteady and glorious Op- 


tion, has incurred a Reſentment, by which your 


Lordſhip now ſuffers Impriſonment. 
Me applaud your Lordſhip's Conduct, and beg leave 
to aſſure you, that we will endeavour to imitate it, by 
reſiſting every illegal Attempt, upon our invaluable _ 
Hberties; and from a ſteady Adherence to the * | 
. '* | 
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of our Rights, approve ourſelves worthy of the Rela- 
tion we bear to your Lordſhip. 

We hope that the Power exerciſing ſuch unwarrant- 
able Perſecutions will ſoon be diſſolved, and that your 
Lordſhip will be reſtored to your faithful Fellow Citi- 
zens, who will tranſmit your Name with Gratitude 
and Praiſe to the lateſt Poſterity, 


Signed by 8 
GEO. MARKHAM, W. e. 


To the above his Lor DsH4iP delivered the fling 
A NSWER: 


Gentlemen of the Ward of CasTLE BAvNARD, 


E % HE Approbation of my Fellow Citizens, is the 

beft Reward I can poſſibly receive of an honeſt, 
upright, and impartial Conduct. The great Honour 
you conferred upon me, in electing me to the high Of- 
fce of your Chief Magiſtrate, even reminds me of the 
Obligations I am under to a diligent and faithful Diſ- 
| charge of my Duty: and whilſt I have the Happineſs 
of being delegated, in any Situation, a Servant of the 
Public, my utmoſt Ambition will be to render myſelf 
as eminently uſeful as may Abilities will permit. 


. Several Gentlemen alſo, who compoſe a Committee 
of the Liberty of St. Martin's le Grand, attended the 
Lord Mayor with an Addreſs, 1 in theſe Words: 


To the Right Honourable BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; 
Lord Mayor of the City of London. 


The Addreſs of the Headboroughs, Commiſſioners, 4 
others, the Inhabitants of the Liberty of Sr. Max- 
TiN's LE GRAND, who are Electors of Weſtminſter. 5 


My Los, 


\ HE juſt, upright, and ſpirited Conduct of your 
| Lordſhip, in Aid and Support of the Laws, 
| Rights and Liberties of this Country, claims our 22 
and 


©; 
1 
? 
5 
> 
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for an Obedience to the Laws, which ought only to 


STEP, 


and * mp e n and it is with deep con- 


cern we now ſee you ſuffer Confinement for the ſame : _ 
We therefore beg your Lordſhip to accept of aur moſt 
fincere Thanks, for acting with ſuch Spirit, which has 
juſtly gained you the Love and Eſteem of your Coun- 
try, that (we hope) will never be forgot; and we hope 
and truſt you will always perſevere in the like noble 
Conduct, in Defence of this Country's Rights and Li- 


| berties, and the Franchiſes of your Feliow Citizens, 
. which will be a Means of lecuring them Ko) us, and 
handing them down to Poſterity. 8 


To this his Lonxpshir made the following ANSWER. : 


GENTLEMEN, | 


I T gives me the greateſt Pleaſure to find that my 
Conduct has been approved, not only by the Citi- 


zens of London, but by the People in general, and 


amongſt them, by the Gentlemen, Headboroughs, Com- 
miſſioners, and Inhabitants of the Liberty ot St. Mar- 


tin's le Grand, to whom, I muſt requeſt, you will make 
my warmeſt Acknowledgements for their generous 


Sentiments communicated to me, by you, their Com- 
mittee : I am conſcious of having fulfilled the Duties 
of an honeſt Magiſtrate, bound under the moſt ſolemn 
Obligations of Oath ; and it ſhall be my conſtant En- 
deavour to follow the ſame Line of Integrity, whilſt I 
have the Happinels of ſerving my F ellow Citizens, and 


"as People of England. 


The Corporation of Norwich determined to ſhew 
their Approbation of the Conduct of our patriotic Ma- 
giſtrates, and accordingly met, on the 3d of May, when 
a Motion was made in the Common Council, to re- 
turn Thanks. to the Right Honourable Braſs Croſby, 
Eſq; Lord Mayor, and Richard Oliver, Eſq; Alder- 
man of the City of London; and to expreſs a Diſap- 
probation of thoſe Proceedings, by which the Perſons 
of the Subjects are become obnoxious to Puniſhment 


5 
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be inflicted for a Violation of them. Upon a Diviſion, 
there appeared for the Queſtion thirty- ſix, againſt it 
ten. In the Court of Alderinen it paſſed in the Nega · 
tive, which prevented its being made an Act of Aſſem- 
bly; but having been voted a Reſolution of the Com- 
mon Council, the following Addreſs was agreed upon, 
and tranſimitted, by that TY body of Cirizens, 
a ſhort Time after. 


To the Right Honourable BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; : 


| Lord Mayor, and | 
RICHARD OLIVER Eſq; Alderman of the 
City of London. 


E eſteem ourſelves happy in living under a Go- 
WY vernment where the Laws, eſpecially in crimi- 
nal aſes, are defined and explicit ; and ſhall be ready 
upon all occaſions to teſtify our Obedience to that Syf- 

tem, which is the Glory, and can alone be the Soppor 
of the Conſtitution. 

Your Fidelity in adhering to the only certain Rule of 
Conduct for 5 and wich by Oath they are 
bound to obſerve; and your Integrity in not making 
ſuch Conceſſions as would have denied your Principles, 
and have betrayed the Rights of free Subjects, are de- 
ſerving of the univerſal Approbation of Epgliſhmen. 

Therefore, we the Common Council of the City of 
Norwich, do, in the Name of Ourſelves, and of the 


Gentlemen, Merchants, Tradeſmen, and others, our 
Conſtituents, Freemen and Inhabitants of this City, 


make this public Declaration of our Sentiments, deem- 
ing it the moſt ſignificant Proof of our Regard' for your 
Perſons and C haracters; and we look upon the Cenſure 
| paſſed upon your Conduct, and the Impriſonment of 
your Ferſons, as Contempts of the Laws themſelves, 
and, through them, of every Branch of the Legiſlature; 


and every Attempt to juſtify ſuch Proceedings, is an 


Inſult upon the Underitanding, and che * of the 
* : 


„ To 
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her this Declaration the Lord Mayor and Mr. Oli- - 
ver, ſeverally, returned polite and animated Anſwers. 

The Inhabitants of the Town of SuxDEeRLAND, in 
the County of Durham, alſo tranſmitted to George 
Grieve, Eſq; (who n, delivered it) the follow. 
ing Addreſs: | 


To the Right Honourable B BRASS CROSBY, Eſe; 
Lord Mayor, | | 
JOHN WILKES, and RICHARD OLIVER, Ears 
Aldermen of the City of London. 


E, the n Merchants, Gunn of Ships, 
and other Inhabitants of this Town and Port, 
though remote from, yet, as Fellow Countrymen, in- 
ſeparably united to you all, and to your Lordſhip in 4 
particular and endearing Senſe of the Word, ſhould de- 
prive ourſelves of the greateſt Satisfaction and Compla- 
cency, if we did not at this Time come forward, and 
Join the Public Voice, in applauding, as we do, from 
the Bottom of our Hearts, the glorious Stand you 
have made againſt the determined Violence of Miniſte- 
rial Deſpotiſm, and the progreſſive Inroads of annatural 
 Uſurpation. | 
With equal Horror and 8 we now ſee that 
the Right of Election, the Liberty of the Preſs, the 
Franchiſes of the Metropolis, the ſacred Charge of Ma- 
giftracy, the perſonal Freedom of Individuals, the ſolemn _ 
Records and Courſe of judicial Proceedings, the ſalutary 
Act of Habeas Corpus All Alt that is dear to Eng- 
liſnmen, and worth their living for, are occaſionally to 
be diſpenſed with (and perhaps in Time totally abo- 
liſhed) in order to carry into Execution that ſurreptiti- 
ous and finiſter Plan of Power, which already influ- 
ences and tways every Movement of Legiflature. 
In fo critical an Emergency, we are perfectly ſenſibſe 
how much the Preſervation of our Laws and Libertics 
depends upon the ſteady Virtue and inflexible Con- 
ſtancy of thoſe illuſttious WorTutes, upon whom the 
2 yes 
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Eyes of the whole Nation are fixed, and in the foremoſt 
Rank of whom You now ſtand conſpicuous. In this 
Contemplation, we hold ourſelves engaged by all the 
Motives which Gratitude can dictate, and the Love of 
our Country inſpire, to avail ourſelves of every conſti- 
tutional Means in our Power for the Vindication and 
Support of ſo honourable and diſtinguiſhed a Trxiuvm- 
VIRATE. =” — p 1 


The Corporation of Kinc's Lyxx alſo, by George 
Chad, their Recorder, returned their public Thanks to 
the Lord Mayor, Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Oliver, for their 
ſpirited Oppoſition to illegal Power, and their noble 
Defence of the Rights of the People. 


The remaining Wards of the City, viz. Dowgate, 
Candlewick, and Coleman- Street alſo, paid their Tri- 
bute of Applauſe in the following Addreſſes: 


To the Right Hon. BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; 
| Lord Mayor of the City of London. 


My Lozxp Mayor, 


W E the Deputy, Common Council, and Inhabi- 
tants of the Ward ot Dow gate, deeply impreſſed 
with Gratitude to your Lordſhip, for your ſteady Sup- 
port of the Rights and Privileges of your Fellow Citi- 
zens, wait on your Lordſhip to return you our moſt 
hearty and ſincere Thanks for your Conduct, in the 
Stand you have made againſt the Uſurpation of the 
preſent Houſe of Commons — We ſee with infinite De- 
reſtation and Concern, a Set of Men originally intended 
as a Barrier for the People; trampling upon the moſt 
ſacred Rights of thoſe very People they ought to Repre- 
ſent and Protect. We ſce with the utmoſt Indignation, 
your Lordſhip ſuffering an Impriſoment for ſupporting 
the Chartered Rights of the Citizens of London agree- 
able to Law and your Oath.—We condole with you 
upon it, but we hope it is ſome fmall Conſolation to your 
Lordſhip, to reflect that it is the ſame Set of Men now 
1 | ._Ff2 . . Ss 
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ating in your Lordſhip s Caſe, who heretofore nn 
a Member for the  _ of Middleſex in direct Viola- 
tion of one of the moſt ſacred and invaluable Rights of 
the Peopic. We beg leave to aſſure your Lordſhip, 
of our ſincere Approbation of your Conduct, ſince elec- 
ted into the important Ottice of Chief Magiſtrate of this 
Ciry, and that a Perſeverance therein cannot fail of fe- 
curing the pertect Eſteem and Reſpect of the Inhabitants 
of the Ward of Dowgate. | 


To which his Lotdſhi p returned the following Anſwer : 


Gentlemen of the Ward of Dowcare, 


ET me to aſſure you, this public Teſtimony of 
your Approbation of my late Conduct, ſhall leave 
the ſtrongeſt Impreſſions on my Memory, and I will en. 
deavour to expreſs the moſt grateful Senſe of the Honour 
you now confer on me, by purſuing, on all Occaſions, 
the tame upright and impartial Senſe of Duty, whilſt I 
havc une H:ppineſs of ſerving my Fellow Citizens, and 
the People in general, either as a Magiſtrate, or a Re- 
preſentative in Parliament. ſincerely Thank you, 
tor your gencrous Concern on my Account, as a Pri- 
ſour within cheſe Walls, which I conſider of little Mo- 
ment, compared to the recent Injuries committed againſt 
a te People under the ſpecious Pretext of unlimited 
Iiivilege. We have the more Reaſon to dread the fatal 
Conſequences of ſuch an unjuſtifiable Claim, ſince we 
are told that it is in vain to ſeek Redreſs from the eſtab- 
liſhed Law of the Land. | 
It is however ſome Satisfaction, to reflect that fore 
are Men, who, ſenſible of the Bleſſings of our excellent 
Conſtitution, have dared to ſtand forth in Defence of 
your violated Rights and Liberties; amongſt thoſe, I 
thought it my Duty to enrol my Name, and am deter- 
mined through Life, to perſevere in every legal Attempt 
againſt any Arbitrary Encroachment on the free and 
loyal People of England. 


. SE 
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They then waited on Mr. Oliver, and addreſſed him 


To RICHARD OLIVER, Eſq; Alderman, 
and one of the Reprefentatives in Parliament for 
the City of London. e 


The Addreſs of the Deputy, Common Council, and 
Inhabitants of the Ward of Do W]O ar. | 
Six, | b 


W E beg Leave to return you our moſt grateful 
; Thanks for your ſteady Support of the Laws and 
Franchiſes of this great City-againit the uſurped Power 
of the preſent Houle of Commons, We are ſorry that 
your juſt and upright Conduct in the Execution of your 
Office as a Magiſtrate, has been attended with ſuch diſ- 
agreeable Conſequences to yourſelf, and look with the 
utmoſt Abhorrence on the Indignity offered your Per- 
ſon, by a moſt arbitrary and unconſtitutional Stretch of 
Authority. Your ſteady Perſeverance in the Conduct 
you have adopted, at the ſame Time that it will reflect 
the higheſt Honour on yourſelf, cannot fail meeting with 
the entire Approbation as well of your Fellow- citizens, 
zs of all good Men in general. CR. 


To which he returned the following Anſwer : 
GENTLEMEN, „ 
BE pleaſed to accept my Thanks for this kind Mark 

I of your Eſteem, and Approbation of my Conduct 
as a Magiſtrate, and Repreſentative in Parliament. | 
If an honeſt Perſeverance in the Duties incumbent 
on me, from thoſe Situations, will entitle me to the 
Continuance of your good Opinion, you may be aſſur'd 
that I ſhall wiſh for no other Reward, —Avarice and 
Ambition can offer none that will be acceptable; and 
while I continue my ſincere Intentions to act upon 
upright Principles, J am ſure that I cannot be diſ- 

appointed in the juſt Hope of receiving your Favour. 


ä 
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To the Right Hon. BRASS CROSBY, Elq; 
Lord Mayor of the City of London. 
The Addreſs of the Ward of CANDLEWICK. 


My Loxp Maros, 

WE. the Inhabitants of the Ward of Candle- 

wick, truly ſenſible of the many valuable Þri- 
vileges granted to the Citizens of London by Charters 
of our Kings, and confirmed by Parliament, are moſt 
deeply affected that not only thoſe Privileges are in- 
vaded, but that you, our Chief Magiſtrate, are now 
impriſoned for acting in your judicial Capacity, and 
conſiſtent with your Oath. 

Animated by your ſteady and glorious Example, we 
beg Leave to aſſure your Lordſhip of every Support 
and Aſſiſtance in our Power, and, we hope, however 
miſrepreſented by the preſent Houſe of Commons, our 
Actions will be the moſt convincing Proof to the beſt 
of Princes, which are the moſt loyal Subjects, a Ma- 
jority of Placemen and Penſioners, or the loyal and 
affectionate Citizens of London. 


His L O R D SHIP'" Answer. + 5 
Gentlemen of the Ward of CanDLEWICK. | 5 


T* honeſt Approbation of my Fellow. citizens, is 1 
_ the beſt Reward I can poſſibly receive of an up- 
right and impartial Conduct. The Honour I had in be- 
ing choſen the Firſt Magiſtrate of the Firſt City in this 
Kingdom, ever reminds me of the great Obligations I 
am under to diſcharge my Truſt with Diligencs and Fi- 
delity at the ſame Time that it gives me the ſtrongeſt 
Wiſhes of being as eminently uſetul as I can, in protect 
ing your Rights, and the Liberties of the People in ge- 
neral. I ſincerely lament that the Houſe of Commons, 
in the Commitment of my Perſon to this Place, ſhould 
ſapercede thoſe Laws which were wiſely eſtabliſhed for 
the Prefervation of good Government. You may, 
however, rely on * hearty Endeavours to fulfil the 
ſacred 
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; Aicred Truſt which my Fellow Citizens have repoſed m 


me. And be aſſured, Gentlemen, 1 will ſtrenuouſly 
exert myſelf, as your Magiſtrate and a Repreſentative 


in Parliament, in defence of your chartered Rights, and 
the ineſtimable Liberties of the free People of England. 


To the Right Hon. BRASS CROSBY, Eſq; 
Lord Mayor of the City of London. 


May i it 8 your Lonpship, | 
E, the Common Council, Inqueſt, and Inhabi- 


tants of the Ward of e STREET, affect- 


ed by the Injury and Violence offered to this City, by 
the Reſtraint of your Lordſhip's Perſon for defending 
the Rights and Liberties of your Fellow Citizens, con- 
formable to the Laws of your Country, and Oath of 
Office, heartily join the general Voice in expreſſing our 
Deteſtation of 

dented Procedure. 

We, therefore, affectionately preſent to your Lord- 
ſhip our grateful Thanks for your inflexible Upright- 
| neſs and manly Conduct, in the Support of the charter- 

ed Rights of this City, and of the Liberties of the Sub- 
ject in general; firmly truſting, that by the Virtue of 
the People (under God) thoſe invaluable Bleſſings, ſo 
_ dearly bought by our Anceſtors, may be rranſmirred to 
the lateſt Foſterity. 


Signed by Order of the General Meeting. 


Armourers Hall, ES | ; 
Moy 7, 1771. i W. BISHOP, G. 


Gentlemen of the Ward of CoLEMAN-STREET, 


1388 honourable Teſtimony of your Approbation 


of my Conduct, is a ſufficient Reward to me, in 


the faithful "Diſcharge of that indiſpenſible Duty I owe - 


to the Citizens of London as their Chief Magiſtrate, aid 
to the People, as one of your Repreſentatives in Parha- 


men Te 
The 


ſuch an unconſtitutional and unprece· 


yy” | (IC 3 EE 
The only Recompence in view of my public Con- 
duct, was the Honour and Safety of your great City; 
the chartered Rights and Franchiſes of which, I am de- 
termined, on all Occaſions, to vindicate and aſſert, 

If at any Tine, either as a Magiſtrate or Repreſen- 
tative of the People, I ſhould be forgetful of the Dy- 
ties of my Truſt, from that Moment ſhall I conſider 
myſelf unworthy of your Protection or Support. 5 


The Gentlemen of the Ward of Coleman-Street, then 
waited on Mr. Oliver, whom they addreſſed thus: 


To the Worſnipful RIC HARD OLIVER, Eſq, 
Alderman, and one of the Repreſentatives of the Ciry 
of London. | 
SIR, | 1 
OT to be wanting in Duty to our Country, and 
Gratitude to you, we, the Common Council, In- 
queſt, and Inhabitants of the Ward of Col EMANxv- 
STREET, beg Leave to expreſs our Concurrence, with 
our Fellow Citizens, in returning you our warmeſt 
Thanks for the firm and noble Stand you have made in 
Defence of the chartered Rights of this City, and of the 
Liberties of the Subject in general. „„ 
At the ſame Time, we would expreſs our Indigna- 
tion at the Violence and Injuſtice, committed by the 
Confinement of your Perſon; an Outrage that muſt 
create in us, and every Friend to the Conſtitution, the 
utmoſt Abhorrence. 5 „„ 
We doubt not of your perſevering in this glorious 
Cauſe ; and we ſhall be happy to co-operate with you 
and the Friends of this Country, to eſtabliſh its Free- 
dom and Liberties upon a firm and ſolid Baſis. 
Signed by Order of the General Meeting. 

Armourers Hall, 3 - | 
Moy 7, 1771. W. BISHOP, Chairman. 


To 
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To which Mr. OLI VER returned the following | 
| ANSWER. | 


| Gentlemen of the Ward of CoLzman-Sreeer, 


1 Receive Pleaſure from my paſt Conduct, as it is 
approved by you and others of my Fellow Citizens, 
who may depend upon my future Integrity in Diſchar 
of the Truſts they have repoſed in me. I am confined 
by Authority which I cannot, at preſent, allow to be 
legally exerciſed, ſince J have not offended againſt the 
Laws; and have been refuſed Counſel in my Defence, 
and on the real Merits of that Cauſe for which I have 
experienced the Keſentment of the Houſe of Commons. 
I hope the Puniſhment I have ſuffered will not be 
repeated to others in future; as it is eaſy to foreſee, if it 
is extended to Magiſtrates, that the Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice will be controuled whenever Privilege is arbi- 
trarily brought in to aſſiſt Meaſures contrary to the per- 
ſonal Rights of the People. N 1 
It is to be hoped, that the Electors of this Country 
will, on a future Appeal to them, exert their utmoſt 
Powers to procure ſuch Repreſentatives in Parliament 
as will only uſe privilege to ſupport the Rights of the 
People, and not to controul their juſt Claims, founded 
on thoſe Laws which are intended for the Protection of 
all Men. VV Fug 2 
From faithful Repreſentatives only we can hope for 
the effectual Redreſs of our preſent Grievances, and the 
ſteady Support of Conſtitutional Freedom. We ſhould 
aim to obtain an effectual Union of the People, for the 
Purpoſe of chuſing ſuch Men into Parliament as will 
covenant againſt the Grartifications of Self-intereſt, and 
in a Promiſe to promote a Bill for ſhortening its Dura- 
tion in future; ſince frequent Appeals to the People in 
public Truſt. have been ever found the beſt Means to 
Preſerve Freedom, and the only Guard againſt the Uſur- 
pation of Powers contrary to its Intereſt. 


Ge as 
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The Lord Mayor was alſo addreſſed by the Inhabi- 
tants of the united Pariſhes of St Mary le Bow, St. 
Pancras, and Alhallows, in the following Manner : 


To the Right Honburable BRASS CG ROSBY, Eſq; 
Tord Mayor of the City of London. | 


May it pleaſe your Lonbsnir, 


E, the Inhabitants of the Three united Pariſhes 

of SaixT MARY LE Bow, SainT PAN cRAS 
Soaper-Lane, and ALHALLOWS Honey-Lane, Lon- 
don, beg Leave to wait upon your Lordſhip, in your 
preſent ſevere Confinement in the Tower; and to re- 
turn You our grateful Acknowledgments, and unfeign- 
ed Thanks, for your ſteady and faithful Conduct in the 
high Office of Chief Magiſtrate of this Ci ity; particular- 
ly for the glorious Stand You have made in an Affair 
of the utmoſt Conſequence to its Inhabitants; the De- 
fence of our Liberties and Privileges, and the Security | 

of our Perſons in the Sanctuary of our own Houſes ;— 
a Bleſſing of the greateſt Importance, and ever held ſa- 
_ cred by our Forefathers; and in which every Citizen, 

as well as Freeman, ot this Metropolis, from the moſt. 
opulent Merchant to the loweſt Mechanic, and all their 
Poſterity, are deeply intereſted. 
And moreover, we ſhould eſteem it a manifeſt Defeat 
of that Duty, which is obviouſly incumbent on us, as 
good Citizens, did we not, at this critical Conjuncture, 
publicly thus declare to your Lordſhip, the high Senſe 
which we cannot but entertain of your ſpirited and in- 
flexible Conduct. To perſevere in theſe animated 
Efforts, to keep the ſacred Rights and Immunities of 
your Fellow Citizens inviolate, we flatter ourſelves, 
that you want no Encouragement from Us, while you 
are ſupported by the Teſtimony, born to the noble Part 
you have acted, both by your own Conſcience and the 

.general, unbiaſſed Voice of your Count 

We, at the ſame Lime, with Pleaſure, congratulate 
our Lordſhip on the app Fruits ariſing from your 
2 5 alarming 
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alarming Situation in the ſubſiding of all inferior Diſ- 
putes, and uniting in one Reſolution in Defence of their 
Laws and Magiſtrates, his Majeſty's dutiful and af- 
&tionate ſubjects, the Citizens of London. 

Signed by Order of the Committee. 


JOHN NIX, Veſtry- Clerk. | 
To this His IL O R DSII [P replied: 


GenTLEMEN, 


Beg Leave to return my warmeſt Thanks to * 
worthy Inhabitants of the united Pariſhes of 
Salix Mary II Bow, SaixT PAN RAS Soaper- 
Lane, and Ar HALLO ws. Honey-Lane, London, for 
the noble Part they have taken in the Approbation 
of my Conduct as Chief Magiſtrate of this City. 
Jam pedhated that I have only faithfully diſcharged 
my Duty, as an upright and conſcientious Protector of 
the Laws and Liberties of my Country----This Gentle- 
men, is a ſufficient Conſolation to me under my preſent; 
Confinement; which, in its Conſequences, will, { hope, 
be produrtye of great Benefit to this Nation. 


| Several other Pariſhes alſo addreſſed the two o Illuſtri- 
_ ous Priſoners, and a great Number of reſpectable So. 
cieties paid their Compliments to them during their 
Confinement; and the Supporters of the Bill of Rights 
voted their Thanks to the Lord Mayor, for his lauda- 
ble Conduct; on which occaſion his Lordſhip wrote the 
following Letter; 


To the Gracias Supporters of the BILL. of 
TO 12> RIGHTS. 


| GenTLEMEN, 


HAD the Honour of receivin your polite and public 
Approbation of my Sue! for which I take this 
Method of returning my ſincereſt Thanks: It gives me 
the greateſt Pleaſure to find that I have merited the 
Eſteem of you, Gentlemen, who ſo nobly ſtand forth _ 
| G * = 
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in the Defence of the Rights and Liberties of the Peo- 
ple of England; and whilſt I continue to fulfil the 
Truſt, which I have received from my Fellow-citizens 
as their Chief Magiſtrate, and from my Countrymen, 
as one of their Repreſentatives in Parliament, with 
Honeſty and Fidelity, I need not doubt the Continuance 
of your Support. I have the Honour to be, with the 
greateſt Reſpect, | 
NE. GENTLEMEN, | | 
Your moſt faithful and 
Devoted humble Servant, 
Dehne 


In conſequence of this, his Lordſhip was unani- 
mouſly elected a Member of the Society of the Bill of 
Rights; who appointed a Committee to wait on him 
with a Copy of their Proceeding concerning him. 


The Patriotic Society at Appleby's having voted 
the Thanks of their Body to the Lord Mayor, and 
Meſſrs. Wilkes and Oliver, for their ſpirited Conduct 
in jupport of the Rights of the People of England, 
his Lordſhip returned them the following Anſwer: 
- GENTLEMEN, TY 9 
HAD tne Honour of receiving, by your Chairman, 
2; George Grieve, E1q; the Reſolution of your Society, 
in Approbation of my Conduct; and I beg Leave to 
return you my ſincereſt Acknowledgments of the Fa- 
vour confered upon me. I am very happy in receiving 
ſo public a Teſtimony of your Zeal in Defence of the 
Rights of your Fellow- countrymen; as it is a plain 
Intimation to me, that I am honoured with your good 
Opinion, in conſideration only of having ſtrenuoully 
exerted my Endeavours for the Proſperity of this King- 
dom, and for the Preſervation of its fi and Liberties. 
To this End, my Views are ſolely directed; and I am 
determined never to forfeit your Eſteem, by betraying 
my Truſt as an upijght Magiſtrate, or faithful Repre- 
HOT B19, 8 | ſentative 


% 
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Gonthes of the People of England. I have the Honour 
to ſubſcribe myſelf with the ane 1 5 


GENTLEMEN, © 
Your moſt faithful aud 
Devoted humble Servant, 
BRASS CROSBY. 


= numerous Society of Gentlemen, called the Order 
of Unions, alſo attended the Lord Mayor in the 
Tower, and addreſſed him thus: : 


To the Right Hon. BRASS CROSBY, Ela 
Lord Mayor of the 8 of London. 
My Lozp, R 
WE a Committee deputed by the nobis Order of 
Unions, beg Leave to offer you our moſt grate- 
ful Acknowledgments for the firm Stand you have 
made againſt ſuch- Exertions of arbitrary Power, as 
tend totally to deprive us of the ſmall Remains of con- 
ſtitutional Liberty. . 
Me doubt not, my Lord, your Perſeverance; nd 
are almoſt ſanguine enough to  bope, that ſuch an Ex- 
ample may eyen change the Object of the Venal and 
Selfiſn, by convincing them how ſuperior are the Ad- 
yantages of a ſelf-approving Conſcience, and the grateful 
Tribute of public Applauſe, to thoſe which ariſe from 
the baſe and ſordid Views of private Intereſt or Gain. 
Warmed with Gratitude for ſuch Conduct, we are 
| ambitious of the Honour gf your Lordſhip's becaming 
| a Member of our Society, and peculiarly happy in your 
Lordſhip? s ready Acceptance of the only Offer we can 
make, or your Lordſhip. receive, the Contribution of 
our Mie to the general Voice of public Praiſe. | 


To yy his L 0 R DS HI 8 weben 
: GENTLEMEN, _ 3 . 
I A M extremely happy in receiving from your noble 
1 Society this Teſtimony of their Approbation of my 
Conduct, n denon to oral the Appearance of 
that 
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that arbitrary Power and Deſpotiſm with which this 
Country is threatened, under Pretence of Privilege; 
and you may depend on my utmoſt Efforts to ſupport 
the Rights and Liberties of the People. e 

It will afford me grrat Satisfaction to have my Name 
enrolled among your Members; and give me Leave to 
aſſure you, that my beſt Endeavours thall not be want- 
| ing to promote the ſalutary Ends of ſo noble an Inſti- 
R Lil 1d eie ITT 
On the firſt Impriſonment of the Lord Mayor, the 

Bufmeſs at the Manſion -Houſe was intirely at a Stand, 
and his Confinement ſeemed to threaten the moſt fatal 
Conſequences to the Trade and Proſperity of the Me- 
tropolis: But, throwing aſide all Conſiderations, except 
thoſe which regarded the public Welfare, he took ſuch 
ſalutary Meaſures, that the Adminiſtration of Juſtice 
was carried on as uſual in the City; and, a few Days 


quiet the Minds of the People. 360% 
| Fas dat 3603 390003 0$y4005 © i B4 Noi £15 
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- 


I ſſons are uneaſy for fear he ſhould” ſtop the De- 
livery of Corn and Coal-Ships, in the Port of Lon- 
don, during his Confinement in the Tower, thinks pro- 
per to give this public Narice, Fhat there is no Found- 
ation for any ſuch Report; he being determined, (as 
far as may be in his Power, to prevent it) that no Indi- 

vidual ſhall ſuffer by his Impriſonment. 
er T od 20 306-4592 0d3 01. 93h 7 
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During his Confinement, the Populace ſhewed every 
Token of the great Affection they bore him, and gave 
the moſt ſtriking Proofs of their Reſentment towards 
his Enemies; whom they treated with every Mark of 
Contempt in their Power, -and frequently burnt in oa 


LS ten.) 
figy upon Tower-Hill, amidſt the loudeſt Acclama- 


"--_ 


The Prorogation of the Parliament draw near, the 
Common Council met on the 3d of May, and unani- 
mouſly "_—_ upon the * Refolution: 


C R O'S B Y ara! 


A Common Couneil, holden in the Chamber of the 
| Guildhall of the City of London, on MP the 
third Day of May, 1771. 


Reſolved, 


That the Court do attend the Right Honourable 
Brass CrosBy, Lord Mayor, and Mr. Alderman 
OlivkR, in their Gowns, in Proceſſion from the Tower 


do the Manſion Houſe} on their Enlargement from their 


preſent Confinement : And it is ordered, Thar the City 
Officers do attend at the ſame Time. | 


HODGES. 


The Morning of the Enlargement of the Lord Mayor 
awd his patriot Friend, (May 8.) his Majeſty being de- 
termined to put. an End to the Seſſion ; the Miniſtry 
dreading the juſt Reſentment of the Populace, for the 
illegal Impriſonment of their Magiſtrates, directed the 
Crown and Regalia to be privately conveyed from the 
Tower. 
Previous to this Day, Orders had been ſent from the 
City to the Artillery Company, to be under Arms at 
Ten o'Clock, and to march to Tower-Hill : Notice was 
| likewiſe given to the Goldſmiths Company; the Live 
of whom had made a Reſolution to walk before this 
Illuſtrious Duumwvirate to the Manſion-Houſe. 
Accordingly, about Two O'Clock, Part of rhe Court 

of Aldermen, in their Scarlet Gowns, and almoſt the 
whole Common Council, preceded by the City Marſhal, 
and his Deputy (conſiſting of a Train of near 60 Carri- 
ages) the Honourable Members of the Artillery Company 
in thei Uniforms, and an incredible Number of Perſons 
ef all Ranks, proceeded {rm Guildhall to the Tower: 


On 


0 


VVV 
on their Arrival there, the Lord Mayor, and Mr. Al- 
derman Oliver were eſcorted to the Outer- gate by the 
roper Officers of that Fortreſs; on their quitting the 
Place, they were ſaluted by 21 Pieces of Cannon be- 
longing to the Artillery Company, and received by the 
= People with the greateſt Acclamations of Applauſe, 
which inceſſantly continued 'till they arrived at the 
Manſion-houſe. On their Arrival there, the Artillery 
Company ſaluted them; they then fat in the State- 
coach, until all the Carriages of the Common- Council 
had paſſed in Order to return their Salutes; then they 
aſcended the Steps of the Manſion-houſe, and reſting at 
the Balluſtrades fronting the great Gate, reſpectfully 
bowed to the People, who anſwered with loud and un- 
interrupted Huzzas 
The Night bore Teſtimony to the Rejoicings of the 
Day; the whole City was illuminated, Bells rang, Guns. 
were fired, and the Names of Croſby and Oliver, re- 
echoed through every Street, as the Guardians of Li- 
It was impoſlible for any Man, who reverenced the 
Name of Briton, not to be affected at this general Scene 
of Gratulation; ſuch a Spectacle brought back to the 
Mind that ever memorable Era of the Romans, after 
the Battle of Cannz, whoſe Conſuls, tho' defeated, were 
honoured with a Triumph, becauſe they deſpaired not of 
the Commonwealth , every Face partook of the general 
Joy; which whillt it broke out with unremitted Shouts 
and Huzzas (the honeſt Effuſions of their Hearts) 
| bounded itſelf on the ſtricteſt Lines ot Decency, Leyalty, 
and Good- order. „ N 
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: - HL foliowing authentic Ac- 
: count of the Proceedings of 
the Houſe of Commons, in con- 
ſequence of the Lord Mayor's 
Treatment of their M. enger, was 
communicated to the Editors, fince 
the foregoins Pages were put to 
Prefs, by a MEMBER of PAR- 
LIAMENT, who was preſent at 
all the Debates upon that inte- 
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The Subſtance of the Examination of the Dzvury. 
SERJEANT. before the Houst of CoMMONS. 


TT appear'd that on the 15th of March, 1771, the Deputy- 
Serjeant of the Houſe of Commons went to the Manſion- 


houſe, and was introduced to the Lord Mayor in his Bed- 


chamber; he told him he underſtood that a Meſſenger of the Houſe 
of Commons, to whom a Warrant for apprehending one Millera 
Printer was dire&ed, was taken up by a Conſtable, and charged 
with an Aſſault, he therefore deſired 5 know, if the Meſienger 
had been brought before him. The Lord Mayor ſaid, he had been 
told that a Perſon who was called a Mctlenger of tne Houſe of 
Commons, had been brought there, and charged with an 
Aſſault, but that he had put it off till Six © Clock. The 
Deputy-Serjeant wa tited in an Anti-room ti!) Six O'Clock. The 
Meſſenger came, and Miller, and a Conttable (John Downe) 
and. a large Concourſe of People; then they went in to my 
Lord Mayor (Alderman Wilkes and Alterman Oliver were 
there with him). The Lord Mayor aſked what was the Pur- 
poſe of their coming thither ; M: lier ſaid, he charged Whitham, 
the Meſſenger, with an Aſſault: On this, Mr. Robert Morris 
appeared, and ſaid he was Counſel for Miller, the Profecutor ; 
he ſaid, that Miller had been v'olently affaulted, and falſely 
impriſoned, by an illegal Warrant. Downes, the Conſtable, 
- (who was aſked for by the Lord Mayor) ſaid, Miller had ap- 
plied to him about One or T'wo o 'Clock, and had complained 
of an Aſſault committed on him in his own Houte, by the 
Meſſenger, and charged him to take the Meſſenger into Cu- 


ſtody ; he therefore took him into Cuitody, in order to 1 


him before a proper Magiſtrate. 

Miller was then called upon, who ſaid, that a Perſon who 
called himſelf a Meſlenger of th Houſe of Commons, came to 
him, and took him into Cuſtody, by Virtue of 2 pretended 
Warrant. Miller was then ſworn by the Lord Mayor, and 
ſaid upon his Oath, that what he had before ſaid was true; he 
went on, and ſaid he had refuſed to go with the Perſon; chat 

the Perſon had uſed Violence, and bad ſeized hold of him, and 


Was pulling him along. The Lord Mayor aſked the Meſſenger 
what Offence MIller had committed, or what Authority he had 


for aſſaulting Miller in this Manner; the Meſſenger ſaid, he 


had the Speaker's Warrant directed to him to take Miller into 


Cuſtody. The Lord Mayor aſked where the Warrant was ; 
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the Deputy-Serjeant told Whitham to open it, and read it 
himſelf. The e. Mayor or Mr. Morris, (the Deputy could 
not tell which) ſaid that it muſt be produced; the Deputy oh- 
jected to it for ſome time, but the Lord Mayor ſaying it could 
not be taken Notice of, if not produced; the Deputy-Serjeant 
delivered it to the Lord Mayor, on his promiſing to deliver it 
back to him again. The Deputy waited till that Time to ſee 
the Nature of the Aſſault charged on Whitham, and finding 
that it was for executing the Warrant fer taking Miller in 
Cuſtody; be then told the Lord Mayor, that he appeared be- 
fore him as Deputy Serjeant at Arms of the Houſe of Commons; 
that he came there by the Speaker's Directions, and that he had 
his Commands to demand not only Whitham the luleſſenger, 
but likewite Miller, his Priſoner; and: that he mace that De- 
mand in the moſt folemn Manner he was, able. Mr. Morris 
on this deſired that the Deputy might be ſworn as an Evidence; 
he declared that he would not be ſworn, and ſaid, he did not 
come as an Evidence, but as an Officer of the Houſe of Com- 
mons to execute the Commands given him by the Speaker. 
The Lord Mayor ſaid, he could not take Notice of any thing, 
in his maziſterial Capacity that was not given upon Oath. The 
Deputy was then afked by Mr. Morris if he refuſed to he ex- 
amined to any of the Facts or Circumſtances within his Know- 
ledge ; the Deputy doubted at firſt what anſwer to give to that, 
but on Recollection he ſaid, if there was the leaſt Doubt either 
of the Warrant being ſigned by the Speaker, or of his having 
the Speaker's Commands to demand W hitham the Meflenger, 
and Miller his Priſoner, he was ready to be ſworn to the Truth 
of thoie Mmntters, but that he would not be ſworn generally, 
Finding that to be his Reſolution, Mx. Morris declined wearing 
him as to thoſe Matters, but the Deputy again repeated, that 
if there was any Doubt as to thoſe Matters, he was ready to 
ſwear to them. „„ | ES 
The Lord Mayor aſked Whitham if he was a Pezce-oficer, 
or a Conſtable ? he ſaid he was not; and further, if he had 
applied to any City Magiſtrate to back his Warrant ? he faid 
he had not. Upon this, the Lord Mayor decl-red, that it was 
very extraordinary for any Citizen to be taken up in the City 
of London without the Knowledge or Authority of the Lord 
Mayor cr ſome other Magiſtrate of the City, and that if this 
was permitted to be the Caſe, it would be trampling on the Laws, 
ard there wad ve an End of the Rights of this City. | . 
Then Miller was examined as to his being, a Liveryman o? 
the City of London. The Lord Mayor ſaid, it was his Opi- 
nion, that no Warrant but from him, or ſome other Magiſtrate 


of the City, was good and valid to take up any Citizen; that 


„ . 
he thought himſelf . ſo long as he held the Great Ofice 
of Chief Magiſtrate of the City of London, to take Notice of 
a Procceding of this fort ; and that it was his Juty to defend the 
Citizens of London, and their Rights and Liberties, to the laſt 


extremity, He ſaid, he was of Opinion the Meſſenger had no 
right to take up Miller, who was a Citizen, not being charged 


| with any Felony, Treſpaſs, or Breach of the Peace. 

Mr. Morris then made four Objections to the Warrant. 

1ſt, That the Words (Houſe of Commons) was not a ſuf- 
ficient Deſeription of the Power which had paſſed the Vote.— 
That it ſhould have been the Houſe of Commons in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled. 


2dly, That J. Miller, was no ſulficient deſcri iption of the 


Perſon. 


3dly, That the Offence was not inſerted ; and therefore, 


that it was illegal, and without Colour of Law. 

4thly, That it did not appear, that Fi* Norton, Speaker, 
who ſigned the warrant, was the Sir Fletcher Norton, who 
was Speaker of the Houſe of Commons. 

The Lord Mayor then aſked Whitham, if he intended to 
carry Miller away as his Priſoner ? Whitham ſaid he did. 

The Lord Mayor then ſaid, he thought the Warrant was il- 
legal ; and therefore he diſcharged Miller out of che Cuſtody of 
the Meſſenger ; and ſaid at the ſame Time, This Citizen comes 
| Here to claim a Citizen's Protection of me, and 1 think he. 15 
intitled to it. | 
| Then the Lord Mayor cored]: on the Aſſault. Miller 
proved, That Whitham had laid hold of his Arm, and pulled 
him; and that in about five Minutes afterwards, the Conſta- 
ble came. Alter this, three Perſons were produced to prove 
the Aſlault. Theſe Perſons were: 
HexkY Pack, of Newgate-Strec Printer, 

Joan Toreixs, of the "Old B. aly — Printer, 

ROBERT PAGE, of New: gate-Street Printer. 
Th: ey proved, That Whitham laid hold of Miller Ss Arm, and 


fad, 'he was his Priſoner ; and that Miller ſaid, he ſhould not 


go, or did not chuſe to go—That W hitham ſaid, You muſt 
go, and Miller faid he ſhould not; and then W. bike charg- 
cd every Body preſent to afſiſt him. After this, the Conſtable 
was brought, and the Conitable charged all preſent to aſſiſt 
him. 
The Lord Mayor on this, gave it as his Opinion, That the 
aſſault was fully proved, and that Whitham muſt give Securi 
to appear at the next Seſſion for the City of London, to anſwer 
ſuch Indictments as ſhould be their found againit him, for the 
Aſſault and falte 8 3 himſelf in] Forty, and to 


Sureties 


3 — — ron Whine ef" *" 1 — 
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Sureties i in Twenty Pounds each ; and Miner was to be bound 


to appear, and make out the Charge. Mr. Morris, and 
many others preſent, were ready to be Bail for Whitham.— 
Whitham was very much frightened, and was ready to offer 
Bail: but the Deputy Serjeant inſiſted he ſhould not give Bail. 
— The Lord Mayor deſired it might be noticed, that Bail was 
offered, but not accepted by Whitham. 

Then the Lord Mayor directed a Warrant to be made out 
for committing Whitham to the Counter, On this Mr. Mor- 
ris deſired, that che other two Aldermen might ſign the War- 
rant as well as his Lordſhip ; elſe it might be — that 
they did not concur in opinion with his Lordſhip.— The Lord 
Mayor ſaid, he did not deſire any Body elſe to ſign it; though 
the two Aldermen declared themſelves ready my do it. The 
Warrant, however, was directed to be altered, by the Clerk, 
into the plural Number, and was ſigned by r. Aldermen 
Wilkes and Oliver. He (the Deputy) oa aſked the 
Lord Mayor, if it was ſigned by them all ?—The Lord Mayor- 
ſaid it was; and DireQions were given by him and Mr, Wilkes, 
to the Conſtable, that he might be uſcd kindly in priſon.—— 
Juſt before they were going to take him away, the Deputy ſaid, 
be thought that this being a Commitment, he had gone far 
enough; and then he offered Bail. — The 04 Mayor grew 
warm at this, and ſaid, he found that this Proceeding was 
meant to exaggerate the Offence. | 
Alfter this was done, the Deputy went r immediately to 
the 3 and told him all that had ne. | 


Martis, Wh 19, 1771. : 


The Lord Mayor attending in his Place (according to or- 
der] it was propoſed to his Lordihip, That the Deputy Ser- 
jeant ſhould be again examined in his Preſence, if he thought _ 
proper.—But the Lord Mayor ſaid, If the Notes were read, 
and the Serjeant was allowed to attend at the Bar, it would be 
ſuſicient, : 
Then the Enldeace taken the Day before, as given by the 
Deputy Serjeant at Arms, was read—On which the Lord 
Mayor obſerved, chat 

The Evidence ſeemed pretty exact, as it was read, but that 
he deſired to aſk the Serjeant, Whether he did not lay, it was 
nanny the Rights of the City of 3 and not deſtroy- 

ing the Conſtitution of this Country? [Which latter Words 
the Deputy had inſerted in his Eaidenge before the Houſe of 


Commons. ] 2 
The 


| (vi). | 
The Deputy Serjaent, replied, That to the belt of his Re- 
membrance, the Words the Lord Mayor uſed, were what he 


had given in evidence. | 
Then it was propoſed to the Lord Mayor, That the Meſ- 


* ſhould be called in and examined. | 


ut the Lord Mayor ſaid, He admitted all the Facts as read, 


except, as to the Words before mentioned, that he uſed the 
words, Rights of the City of London, and not the Conſtitution 
of this Country; and then he proceeded in this Manner: 


« At the Time I was admitted an Alderman of the City 
&« of London, I took a ſolemn Oath, That I would 0e 
c the City of London in their Franchiſes and Rights; I have 
& ever done fo to the beſt of my Abilities. When I was ad- 
'« mitted into the Office of Lord Mayor, I was ſworn in the 
« ſame Manner. This brought to my Remembrance what a 
„ Charge I had taken upon myſelf, to defend the People who 
« were under my particular Juriſdiction. I knew that my 


« Government, in diſcharge of the Office J was choſen into, 


« was to be from the Laws and Charters, granted from Time 
« to Time, to the Citizens of London : By theſe Charters it 
6. appears, that no Warrant, Commands, Proceſs, or Attach- 
£« ment, ſhall be executed within the City of London, but by 
« the Miniſters of the fame City. At the Time the Meſſenger 
% was brought before me, I aſked him particularly, if he was 
« a Conſt.ble of the City of London, or a Peace Officer? He 
be ſaid he was not.—T then afxed him, Whether he had ap- 
« plied to any Alderman of the City of London, to back the 


« Warrant, that it might be properly executed? He ſaid he 


« had not.—T'he ſeveral Charters granted to the City of Lon- 
ce don, have been confirmed by Act of Parliament, made in the 
cc Reign of William and Mary. I knew extremely well, that 
cc if ] had not acted in the Manner I did, in diſcharging that 


„ Perſon, I ſhould have been guilty of Perjury, or of a Breach 


of my Oath ; I therefore thought it too Conſcientious a 
6 Matter, which was the Reaſon of wy acting as I did. Next 
<« to ſupporting and executing the Duties of my Office of Chief 
“ Magiitratz, the Duty I owe, is to this Houſe. — And J 


&« ſhould be as tender as any Member of this Houſe of the Li- 


« berties of the Commons of England. But when I knew 
<« that my firſt and grand Tye was that of a Magiſtrate of the 
« City of London; that I thought was, by the Oath 1 had 
taken, my firſt Duty I think I have done no more than my 
„ Duty. I hope this Rouſe will be of that Opinion. — With 

s reſpect to the Commitment, I did ſign ſuch a Warrant, but 
FF at the ſame Time, I rather deſtred the Perſon might be 
1 1 5 e 66 admitted 
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— — i 1 W , tee en e ee eee ” —— 
rer an tha W — * 0 ·˖[̈4 ap 
— 15 —————— m —— X 1 r 1 * 
* 2525 


* admitted to bail, which I much preſſed. But your Officer 

<« refuſed to give bail, though ſeveral Gentlemen, then preſent 
<& at the Manſion-houſe, offered to become bail.—As this is 
the State of the Matter, I intirely ſubmit to the Juſtice of the 
< Houſe of Commons; but, at the ſame Time, I muſt glory. 

< in my own Breaft, in having executed what I was ſworn to 

« do, at the Time of my firſt becoming a Magiſtrate. —If I had 
« gone no further than diſcharging Miller, and had not pro- 
« ceeded to commit the Meſſenger for the Aſſault, I apprehend 
« JI was liable to be called upon, in the Court of King's Bench, 
« for not executing my Duty as a Magiſtrate, —T his Houſe 
„will, I am perſuaded, be very tender, when they find on 
<< what Motive I adted. I mean the Obligation, by the Oath I 
&< took when I was firſt appointed a Magiltrate,” 


Mr. Speaker then afked the Lord Mayor, if he did not chuſe 


to call any Witneſſes, or produce any written Evidence, in 
Support of what he had ſaid. Ons | 
The Lord Mayor called for the City Charters, which he ſaid 
he had ordercd to be brought, but the Officer did not attend 
with them. | Oe | 
The Act 2. W. and M. cap. 8. for vacating the Indictment 
againſt the City of London, on the Quo Warrant» was read. 
And the Lord-Mayor .informing the Houſe that he was ill 
and could not attend any longer without great Prejudice to his 
Health, he with leave of the Houſe withdrew. 
It was then Ordered, - Ps a | 
That the further Conſideration of this Matter ſhouid be ad- 
journed to Friday Morning next. And 1 185 
The Lord Mayor having informed the Houſe that he thought 
himſelf obliged to act as be did, by the Oath he had taken as 
Lord Mayor, to preſerve the Liberties of the Citizens of Lon- 
don, granted by the ſcveral Charters of the City of London, 
and ſuppoſed to have been confirmed by act of Parliament, and 
having deſired that Counſel might be heard to that Point, 


A Motion was made and the Queſtion propoſed, that Coun- 


ſe! be at Liberty to be heard on tuat Point at the ſame Time, 


March 22; 1771. 
The O14-r of the Day being read for the further Conſidera- 
tion of the \iwerer with reſpect to the Lord Mayor, and for the 
AtienI2nce o the Lord Mayor in his Place, if his Health 


permits. 
| Mr, 


t : 
Mr. Speaber informed the Houſe, that bd had received a Let- 


ter from the Lord Mayor, _— his Abſence on Account of 
his ill ſtate of Health, 


In Conſequence of which, a new Order paſſed the Houſe, 
for the Attendance of the Lord Mayor, on Monday ne next: and 


that he be at 51 to be heard by Counſel. 


March 25th, 1771. 


The Order being read for the Attendance of the Lord Mayor 
and his Lordſhip attending i in his Place accordingly, 

The Speaker informed the Lord Mayor of the Order made 
on the Friday before, for his being heard by Counſel upon 


all ſuch Points as did not controvert the Privileges of the 
Houſe. 


The Lord Mayor then ſaid, that he did underſtand from the | | 


Order he had been ſeryed with, that he was at Liberty to be 
heard by Counſel, but finding by the ſame Order that chey 
were reſtrained from ſpeaking to the material Points of his De- 
fence, and that as all the Counſel whom he would wiſh to em- 


ploy and could depend on, were then on the Circuit, he ſhould | 


not trouble the Houſe with hearing Counſel on this Occaſion. 


Then the Evidence given by the Deputy Serjeant at Arms on 
the Monday before was read. 


What was ſaid by the Lord Mayor on Tueſday laſt was 


alſo read. 


Mr. Speaker then aſked the Lord May or, if he would add 


* thing to what he had already ſaid. 


he Lord Mayor replied, he deſired the Charters which were 
there might be read, 


William Rix was then called in, and produced 


The original Charter granted to the City of London, 6th of 


March, Iſt. Edw. 3. part of which was read as follows: = Et 
quod nulla ſummonitio attachiamentum ſeu executio fiat per 
aliquos Miniſtros noſtros vel heredum noſtrorum quos cunque 
per breve vel fine brevi infra libertatem Civitatis, predicti niſi 
per Miniſtros ejuſdem Civitatis. f 
He alſo produced the Book of Oaths, taken by the Magiſ- 
trates and Officers of the City of London; when the Alder- 
man's Oath was read, as was likewiſe the Oath of Lord- Miyor. 

Then the Lord May or being aſked by Mr. Speaker, it he 
would offer any thing anther to the Houſe, 


His Lordſhip ſaid, the Houſe had now heaall read the Oaths 


he had taken as a Magiltrate of the City of London, he appealled 
to thoſe Oaths when he was here before, and he thought the 
+ | | Houſe 
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Houſe how they had heard them xead, would be ſatisfied that he 
could act no otherwiſe than her did, ii doing 9 to ev 
Man who is brought before him; he glpried' in having done 
that, and he was perſuaded that every Member of the Houſe 
would be of the ſame Opinion. But he muſt till further ap- 
peal if it was neceſſary, that he had acted agreeably to the Laws 
and Conſtitution of this Country, in protecting the Liberties of 


the Subject, which he ſaw moſt manifeſtly invaded. As he 


ſaid before, he ſaid-then, that he appealed to the Juſtice of the 
Houſe, | „ | 
The Lord Mayor acquainted the Houſe, that he found him- 
ſelf extremely ill, and much fatigued with his long Attendance 
there that Day, that he hoped theretore the Hou: would diſ- 
penſe with his further Attendance at that Time ; that he had 
no Objection to the Debate going on in his Abſence, and that 


he ſhould ſubmit himſelf to every thing the Hpuſg ſhould de 


concerning him. 


And then with leave of the Houſe he withdrew, 


* 


Maarh 2yth, 1771. 


The Order being read for the Attendance of the Lord Mayor 
in this Place. And he attending according} 


A Motion was made, that Brafs Croſby, Eſquire, Lord- 
Mayor of the City of London, having diicharged out of the 


Cuſtody of one of the Meſſengers of this Houſe, J. Miller, 


for whom the News - Paper, intitled, « The London Evening 
« Poſt, from Thurſday March 7, to Saturday March , 1771, 
purported to be printed, and of which a Complaint was made 


in the Houſe of Commons on the 12th Day ofthis inſtant March, 
and who for his Contempt, in not obeying the Order of this 
Houſe, for his Attendance on this Houſe on Thurſday the 14th 
Day of this inſtant March, was ordered to be taken into the 
Cuſtody of the Serjcant at Arms, or his Deputy attending this 
Houſe; and who, by Virtue of the Speaker's Warrant, iſſued 


under the ſaid Order, had been taken into the Cuſtody of the 
ſaid Meſſenger, and having ſigned a Warrant againſt the ſaid 


Meſſenger, for having executed the ſaid Warrant of the Speaker, 
and having held the ſaid Meſſenger to Bail for the ſame, is 


uifty of a Breach of the Privilege of this Hout. 
The Lord Mayor withdrew, © 
The Queſtion being put and agreed to, | | 
A Motion was made, that Braſs Croſby, Eſquire, Lord- 
Mayor of the City of London and a Member of this Houſe, be 


4or his ſaid Offence committed to the Cultody of the Serjeant | 


at Arms attending this Ilouſe. TM 


— 


. 7 
ue Lord Mars was s heard i in his Place and aud, chat un- 

Afrtanding from the Gentleman who made the Motion, that 

the Lenity of it was owing to an attention to his ill ſtate of _ 

Health, he deſired fo acq ac Na the Houſe, that he was much 
better in his Health, than when he was firſt ordered to attend 

the Houſe in his Places That he had no Favour to aſk af the 
Honourable Gentlemen who made the Motion, nor of the 
Houſe. That in juſtice to his honourable Friend, whom the 

Houſe had ſent to the Tower on Monday laſt, he thought they 
mould fend him to bear him Company; that he thought he 

had done right jn doing what was laid to his Charge, and on a 
ſimilar Occaſion, cn, do the lame again, | 

And then he withdrew. 

Amendment propoſed, to leave out tie Words (Cuſtody of 
the Serjeant at Arms attendin mn TOE I un? to add 
theſe ds 1 Tywer of Lond 

"The ioh was o 2 9 
Then the main Queſtion ſo amended | 
That Braſs Crotbyl Eſq; Lord Mayor of the City of Lon- 
don, and a Member of this ” Houſe, be for his ſaid Offence com- 
mitted to the Tower of London, being put, the Houſe divided 
Ayes — 202 Noes 1 
7 So it was reſolved in the Affirmative. 
Ordered, 


That Mr. Speaker do iſſue his Warrants accordingly 


AT 
„ 


— 
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